* KR 
4 Gd > 
A. f 


( Table Ak * | 
Wn IP 


oben bo. 


— 


4 p = 
0 ” n * 2 1 $+ 1 | 
4 l 
: . * Th N * 
N 2 3. 7 8 TS. 5 * g LEY 
* - 4 
"4" SR Vw N 
2 „ Sd 464, 2 
e A " 
4 7 ; 3 
«CC 


- _ . 2E * ö 2 - 


* . 


'h 


* 


RIS TIAN poctrany I 


a” 2 4 8 1 * 
Deduced from Axioms ; f n 


209 \ 


* 1 , * * 5 4 


. publicly defendedin. Preſonds: a und 58 
the Direction of the very reverend and mol g. 7 1 2 


JOHN, HENRY RINGER, v. D. M. © 


; * 5 4 - 2 n : Pg * 
4 5 SE. 


And Profeſſor: of controverſial Pitney — th RAe f $ 
Ar BERN. —_ 


| 7 


Macs 


DANIEL WYTTENBACH, 


2 Dos © 6's 


In Order to obtain the Honour of the 8. anüaran 
r B 
(Tranſlated from Latin.) . x* I 
To which is. added:a Diſcourſe by 2, 3 NE 
GERRIT. E A. B. „ 


— 
— 


n 


4 . # 

i Mo * 9 f 1 4 
6 . v 

Fo $3 » N e 


* = 

, C * r * 
5 EW 'Y O R SE Cp 

= A+ 


Printed and Sold by Samuel Brown at Fa Prot a. wb 4 
P.thaker's- Hill. — the New-Dutch Chrci an +, * 4993 
Fly Merket, 8 By e 


* 


k 


" * 
* 
* * 
* 
* 
* 
1 
25 92 „1 


F 
— 
i 
= 
\ 
- \ 
\ 
io * 
* 


1 


3 ——- —— — ů 


. <4 4 


= 
* * - * 
614 , 
* 
; 2 
* , 
— : 1 
* 
- - 
* F * 
* | 
. * 7 — 
» * 
; * , 
= » e * 


- we > ' 
PW 5 vt a 


* 
4 
* 
* . 
* 
= 
p 1 
« . 
- * 
- on * 4 = „ 5 
. 
7 
— 
* 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 

g 

— —— * 
— _ 


Sense 
2242252221222 
pt © 03022006 


bs I BY ON. 
7 'P * E F. A 0 B. 4g 
| Candid, Chriſizn Beloved Readers! 


iE wh ole Syftem of Chriſtian Theology conſiſts * 
" and is divided into two Parts, Theory and Pratiicee 
& The firſt Part, namely, 7 heorttical T beolopy , is the 
rinice of Divine Truthi, The Second Part, Scil. Pradticalf 
heology, of Religion (as the very Terms impott)"confifts 
the Performance of all thoſe Duties, which. 3 pr by ry 
deity himſelf, preſcirbed to, and injoined r upon us in The 
heology. Practical Theology is alſo rene and 'by no 
eans improperly, termed the Theology © the Heart 3 
2ugh moſt commonly, as well as moſt modernly, it is de- 
pminated Experimental Theology, In order, oe, 

ur being really religious Perſons, or complete Theologt | 
7e muſt be the Subjects boch of Theorical, and oli, 
D;wvinity. That is to ſay, we muſt #now, and perform ou. 
hole uty perfectiy. For in the true Knowledge of God, 
ad in the perfect Knowledge and perfect Pertormance or 
ur whole Duty towards God, our Neighbours aud our-- 
ves, our real Happineſs conſi ts. And certain it is, that an 
ternal Conſcionſneſs, and full ConviRton of ſuch a complete. 
nowledge, and Punctual Diſcharge of Duty, muſt be 


eget and 
rod wy ey Sublime Satisfaction, and molt dome: felt Je 
% el.. 


Now it is moſt incontrovertibly evideit, wat meer 
Pivinity, muſt precede Pradtical Divinity. Indeed Theo 


duſt in general, and alway; i in the very Order, Reaſon ; 
Nature of Things, go before Practice. Becauſe pr rev? 
nd real mbral Amendment muff of abfolute Neceſſity altaays* 
ihe its Riſe, or begin at the Underſtanding of a rational. 


| ing. TY Underflaniding "uf, and the 
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n - furgim ont; exhibit, and, preſent the Matives'of y. 
|  ibtally* good, or -morally evil Action, Deed'or Agetcy*ts 
the Will. It is utterly impoſſible to perform an «nknowy 


Duty. It is abſolutely impoſſible to love an unknown Gag, F 


" g * the perſect, the abſolute, the eternal, the Divine I ofivituade Wi 
. of his Excellency, Goodneſs ati} Beauty, notwithſtanding, 
*. # — Moreover the Law of God, which is an exact, and mol 


perfect 237A of the infinite Perfections of the Godhead, Wil 

and, by juſt Inference,” neceffarily holy, and Juſt, and Good 
and immutable, Vea, jofinitely reaſonable, and | delicable Wl 
too, face it commands us to be ſupremely happy, Yea, Wl 
i to be perfect, even as God himſelf, is perſeQ,; I ſay this 
infinitely, excellent, this moſt. divinely holy Law of God, 
[ which only enjoins us to be perfectly happy, cannot poſſibly 
he the Rule of our moſt holy Faith and Practice, before, we 
know the Tenor of the ſame. 8 2 
But to ſhew yet farther, and more particularly, that Theory 
ought to precede Practice. Surely, we muſt have a proper 

| View of the immenſe Perſection, Beauty and Goodneſs of 
God, before we can rationally dehre to have a Conformity 

to, or Communion with him; or before we can be truly 
defirous of having the Divine Image impreſſed upon our 

Souls by the Supernatural Grace of Regeneration. We 

muſt needs have a clear and diſtinct Perception of the 
immaculate Purity, and infinitely glorious Sanctitude of God 
Jehovah, before we can poſſibly have a deep, ſtrong, painful, 
humbling, diſtreſſing Senſe, and full Conviction of our own 
Vileneſs, Pollution and Unholineſs. We muſt diſcover the 
Divine Perfectien and Beauty, before we can percieve our 
- © own utter Imperfection and moſt monſtrous (moral) Defor- 
mity. (Videre rite debemus, Deum eſſe vel ipſam plane 
Divinam Omnitudinem omnium compoſſibilium Perfectionum 
infinitarum, quam Maxime, et abſolute realium, antequam 

recte percipere valeamus, nos pro Nihilo eſſe omnino.) In 

plain Engliſh; We muſt needs ſee, and know that the Cre- 

ator. is All, before we can poſſibly know that the Creature is 
Nothing, yea, even leſs than Nothing, and altogether Vanity. 

We mult have a clear, and mok diſtin Pergeption * che 
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enfigite Gteatnefs, infinite Beauty & infinite Beneficence of the 
eternal Godhead, before we can diſcover che infinite Evil, 
ialigoity, and Deformity of Sin ; or the inſinitely execrabl? 
WI urpitude and Crimiaalty of Ingratitude. It beboves us, 
voreover, to dave a due Underſtanding of the Relation we 
ſtand in to God as our moſt adorable Creator, Preſerver, 
edeemer,; and. eternal Bene factor; In order to our being 
propecly ſenſible how great our Obligations to Love and 
| ratitude, - neceſſarily reſu'ting - from this everlaſting and 
Wn oft endearing Relation, ate. Ia one Word, we muſt have 
a clear, and diſtindt Knowledge, and perfect Conviction of 
our fndiſpenſable Duty towards God, our Neighbours and 
Ourſelves, and. whence they ariſe, before we can rightly 
perform, Yea even before we can even potlibly ſo much as 
dfire to perform the ſanmnme. TY 
Hence it is. plain, that Theoric Divinity muff always 
precede. Praftic Druisity. And henge Divines do roundly 
aver, that we muſt not only know God as a Being of 
boundleſs Perfection and Beneficence,” in general; but alſo 
that we muſt know him as a-Triune God of abſolute All- 
ſufficiency, in particular, before we (w ho liye under the moſt 
Divine Light of the. Eternal Goſpel of our moſt bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, and have arrived at the Age of 
Diſcretion) can poſſibly become the Subjects of a molt holy, 
and truly Salutary ;Faith, or of real Religion. For true it is, 
that ſaving Faith preſuppoſes Knowledge of God and Chriſt, 
ag alſo of the Method, or Way of Salvation, laid down, and 
Exhibited to us in the moſt glorious plan of the everlafling 


* — 


our Goſpel. I ſay a moſt holy, and moſt _— Faith does 
for- always neceſſarily preſuppoſe a due Knowledge of the 
lane infinitely Sacred Trinity, and his perfect Aliſuiciency ; 
um as alſo of Man's Extreme Miſery. In order to Salvation, 
1am then, we muſt be deeply ſenſible of our own infinite Wretch- 
In edneſs, and our utter lnability to ſave ourſelves from it. We 
re- muſt have a full Conviction of our Sin and Guilt, and have 


a deep, lively, and diſtreſſing Senſe of our moR extreme Need 
of the Redemption, which is:jn Chriſt ſefus. We muſt 
know Immangel in @//_ bis moſt glorious Characters, and 
WE: „ Z 
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Te PREFACE 
Mediatorial Offices. We moſt know Jeſus Chriſt as the wh 
Supremely Wie, or abſolutely all-wiſe Prophet, to diſpell on 
Intellecua! Darkneſs by illuminating, teaching and * guid* 
ing us with his moſt holy Word and Spirit: as the — 
bigh Priel, to attone for a// our Sins by his moſt bloody 
Paſion, iwfioitely diſmal. Agony, and omnipotently violent 
Death; «s a molt gtorious, and triumphant King, id ptòtect, 
defend und keep us hy his Almighty Power, before we cart 
ſincerely believe, in Him, or, In good earneſt, endeavonr to 
glorify God by Him. We muſt alſo know the Holy GB 
as SanQifier and Comforter. We muſt have due Knoqw!edps 
of the abſolute Allſuſſiciency of the triune Deity, and of the 

rfe& Salvation, that is in Him. Yea, in one Word, our 
ternal Happineſs depends on the true Knowlegge of the 
Trinity, (Joh. xvii. 3. ) How deptorable, then, is the 
moit exceſhve Foily, and monltrous Perverſity of thoſe un- 
happy Morals, who call Ignorance the Mother, or Source 
of Devotion and Piety, vainly ſtudying to pleaſe God by 
a blind Obedience? Miſcaken Zealots theſe | Who lay a 

| moit violent ſtreſs upon a ſtrict Obſervance of a great Round 
ol bedily Exerciſes, and external Works (opera 'operata} 
| even the emty Form of Godlineſs in which the real Foun- 
| dution, true Subſtance and very Life of unteigned Piety, to wit, 
a clear Knewledge, and moſt profound Senſe of the endleſt 
Glen, peerleſs Majeſty, moſt exuberant Goodneſs, and infinitely 
tramſtendert Beauty of the Diety, is wanting ! a 

but tho? it is certain that Theory muit always precede 

Practice; that being the Baſis, Motive and End of %s; 
yet all that Species of Knowledge (by ſome termed Heads 
Knewleege) which does not move the Will, influence the 
Conduct, ard mend the Heart; I ſay, this merely ſpecu- 
lative vcier.ce of divive Verities, or this faint, imperfect 
dead Sort of Knowledge, which does not rea'ly ſerve as a 
Spring tv every virtuous Action, nor effeQually meliorate 
the whole Life, is ſo far from being truely ſalutary to Men, 
that it will only aggræwate their Guilt and enbance their 
Miſery ! Threlegy, then, or Religion, before it can pefſibly 
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2, maſt be both Theorical and Practice. 6 
= Deſiroys of contributing my poor Mite towards the Pro- 
oddon of ſpeculative and AQive Divinity, or real Re, 
Wigion, I have ventured to offer the Theological Theſes, and 
even my Diſcourſe, to the Candour of the awful Pablic. 


legant and maſt nervous Syſtem of *Naterel and Saper- 
wr ol, of Theric and Practic Theology. I cannot but 
ter myſelf, that theſe Theological Pofitions, peruſed 
ich due Attention, examined with ſtrict .Candour and Im- 
Wertiality, will ſufficiently recommend themſelves to all fin- 
ere Admirers of the moſt ſacred Science of Divine Truths, 


ichſtanding.) To all at leaſt, who are not the 
depts in Divinity, I would recommend a moſt candid, 


Wheing ges and ſhort, cannot fail, by the Concurrence of 


and delightful. ; 2 | 
+. To theſe Theological Theſes, conprehended in one Hun- 
dred conciſe Sections, I have annexed, and ſaubjoined my 
Diſcourſe, That there is no remarkable Incoagroity in 
this Annexion, may appear if we \confider that the Sabje&? 
of my Diſcourſe is a moſt compendious, perfect and moſt, 
beautiful Synopſis, or Epitome of Speculative, and Afive 
Divinity, or Religion. 1 

Works, was to 


My Deſign in publiſhing the following 
preſent my Countrymen, Who for want of Age, and Op- 
portunity, have made no great Proficiency ia Divinity, 
and whoſe Salvation I (ought) earneſtiy to wiſh, with a 
ſhort, plain, and comprehenfive Sketch of the chief Principles 
of Chriſtianity. If ſome Unlearned derive any Edification ; if 
ſome ftubborn Offenders are effectually convinced; and if 
{ome broken-hearted, very diſconſolate and Gincerely penitent 
Sinners derive any Conſolation; Yea, if A derive ſome real 
and ſolid Advantage from the Peruſal of my firſt public Pro: 
duction, I ſhall deem myſelf more than a rewarded. 


Since the infinitely great, and moſt 


e 


The Theological Theſes conſtitute -a very compendious, 


WH the Imperfection and Inaccuracy of my Tranſlaton not- 


ttentive and reiterated Peruſal of this whole Syſtem, which 


Wo divine Bleſſing, previouſly implored, to prove Salatary 
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Poel lucy of olrihe Phyſical, and Meral FertedGbe ef Ga 
Jehovah, in Conjunction with his illimitable Beneffcente 


Divine Grace. ſome might pet ſuch a Sight, or Knowledge Wl 
and be impreſſed with ſuch a profound, ſtrong, lively, and 


_ diſpoſe, incline and enable them 7 /ove bim with all thei 


fer, or upon the Account of his Eſſential Perfection, and 


For all he docs. Fecauſeall be is, is infinitely excellent; and 
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conititote the only Baſis and Motive of all-true: Religion; I 
have in my Diſcourſe defignedly given the beſt Diſplay'of 
them in my Power, hopeing that, by the Concurtence 


permanent Senſe of the amiable and tremendous Greatne/s)l 
Goodneſs und Beauty of the Lord God, as may. effeually ll 


Heart, avith all their Soul, with all their Mind; «vith all 
their Under landing. and with all their Strength 5' And their 
Neighhours az tbemſelves. What excellent, noble, gl6ri- 
ous, beautiful, and, tho“ not in Degree, Yet in Kind, Perfe# 
Beings would we all be, if we were all to H this infinitely' 
reaſonable and moſt Divine Law of the Lord our God! 
(N .B. The Laa is a Rule of ofir free Adi, preſcribed to ut 
ly Him, che has the Right to obligate us, ta d and perform 
certain Decas, and to omit others7J © OR 

Ard now I would yet remark, that God is, and ol 
is to be loved, feared, and glorified by a// his Creatures 


” 


4 Qual Beneficience ; or; in other Words, 'for all he is, and 


all be does, is infinitely well done, and conſequently, perfect 
Beneficente, This we ought to remember weſl, in order to 
have a juſt and clear Perception of the ey true Foundation 
6f all real Religion; and to prevent Conſuſion in a Mat- 
ter of the laſt Impotancde. gd $374 

And ſince God is iffinitely perfect, infinitely Beneficient, inſi- 
nitely Beautiful, and, THEREFORE, an infinitely amiable Bi- 
ig, let us lebe Him moſt ſupremely, even onto all Eternity! 
And if our Neighbours are juſt fo gocd by Nature as we; juſt 
ſo fit and able to promote the Honour and Declarative 
Glory cf the Creator, and the Happineſs of the Creatures, 
ard by juſt and nece ſſary Conſequence, in the ſame Degree 
und Meaſure amiable as we are ourſelves; then ſurely ws, 
maſt love them juſt ſo much as we do love, or owght 26 
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. curl, For every Thing 10 0 be load. : 
the ntity. of. its PerfeQtion, Beauty and Goodnelg, ;  *Y 
y the moſt ſepreme Reaſon and perfect ee — — BY 
t all Lowe:bear an exact Proportion to, a 9 
Aly ' cotrimenſurate” with the Quantity of the Perlelllon _ 
auty and Goodneſs of the Object of Love, or the Thing' 3 
ppoſed to be loved. And hence we. eaſily, . infer bs 
fect Equity, and infinite Reaſonablaneſs of the ger CS 
And hence we fee the great rang, 29: | 
we ſity of. Antinomianifm . 11 70 
But furthermore, if we are to love our ' Neighboiirs as. Y 
rſelves, O, let us hot then, preſume to judge, ſeniure and | 
ndemn' one another; neither let us Superciliouſly deent. 
rſelves better and more excellent. than our Neighbours, 
Idly and fooliſhly . pretending to know the — of the | 
ildren of Men, which is _ 1 7 the Omnicient be. 
od alone. See COU + : 0 * % ie] ny, 
l. een. . . Ap 7 i Lake vi. Ii." he 
. Luke xvii. 4s 10 11, 12, 13, 14. I. Kings vil. 25 


os ea, let us not love our Fiendtt only ; but even our Enemi 

es ſo. For be that loveth another hatb fulfilled: the Lau. 

nd et all the Injuries done us by Friends and Enemies, be | 
id holy forgiven, forgotten, and buried in perpetual: Oblivion, Eon 
4 WH) us. + Surely it is much more generous, .noble and grand, 
A o forgive, and much more manly to deſpiſe, than to — 1 


all Hjuries. Let us then, O ! tet us for God's Sale Lev 
all our moſt cruel, ſworn, inveterate, and very worlt Enemies 3 
and liberally, and frankly, and entirely, and perfefly forgive 
them all the moſt ſenſible, all the very work, even all, a/} _ 
the [juries they have done us, without any Exceptiof hat- = 
- WH focver. Let us (purſuant, and in perfect Obedience to ih 
U ſublime Precept, and moſt ſolem Injunction of our infinitely? . * 
ſt amiable and moſt adorable Redeemer) O let us a// Love  * 
7 our Enemies, bleſs: them that curſe us, do podd to them | 
. that hate us, and pray for them which deſpitetully uſe us 
and perſecute us: That we way be the Children of our 2 
Father which is in Heaven: For he maketh his Sun 'to/ 
riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſende th Rain on ide 


al Jus 
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77 and en the Unjuf, For it ye (our Savibur tells us) low 
' them which love you, what Reward have ye? Do not even 

tke Publicans the ſame ? And if ye ſalute your Prethren only; 
' what do ye more ban others ? Do not even the Publica 


YOUR FATHER, WHO IS IN HEAVEN, 18 
PERFECT. Whata moſt Diwvine/; ſublime Precept is this 
What a moſt Tremendous Biow at the very Root o 
Antinomianiſm-! Surely an Ir junction this, perfetly worthy ll 
of the infinitely great, and abſolutely ſovereign Lawpiver of 
the Univerſe. MON. 5 
| O! = us then one and all of us, Who name the Name 
of Chriſt, labour, and contribute our ſtrongeſt Efforts to 
build ap, and not to pull down and deſtroy a true Philadelphia. 
Yea, let us cultivate, cheriſh and exerciſe a moſt extenſive, 
Univerſal, fincere and cordial Philanthbropin, or Love of 
Mankind. Be our Benewolence quite general! O! How 
truely noble, how moſt ſupereminently excellent, how ex- 
tremely grand, how very glorious, how moſt God!;ke is in- 
' vincible CAarity, and univerſal Penewo/ence ! 
And now may the Almighty and Eternal - GoC, whoſe 
| Goodneſs and Grace are infinite, have Mercy upon, and moſt 
potently and effectually ſupport, protect and defend his whole 
militant, and immenſely beloved Church, groaning under 
the Preſſure of a moſt grievous Croſs, ſtropling with great 
Tribulation, deep Diſtreſs, fierce Calamity, - diſmal 
Anguiſh ; and haſten its Deliverence! While we commit 
our American Zion to the Care, and moſt gracious Pro- 
tection of the infinitely Faithful, Omnipotent, and Eternal 
Jebovah, who is the ſupreme Head of his univerſal] Chureh, 
militant and triumphant. May the Allſufficient' God be 
- graciouſly pleaſed to repleniſh, and adorn all the Paſtors 
and Teachers, who keep Waich upon the Walls of the 
Chriſtian Zion. with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit; may he 
make them faithful in the Execution of their paſtoral Office, 
ard enabie them all to approve themſelves well to God by 
a full Diſcharge of their moſt arduous Duty, and cauſe 
fem to gain many, Mary Soul for Jeſus, the great Lon 
an 
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Wd moſt glorious King of the Church. And O that all the 
WD: viions, and Difeations, together with the (evil) Cauſes | 
the fame, which do moſt unbappily Subſiſt bet een Mini- 
rs 8nd People, were molt happily removed from among | 
cm by "the God of Peace, who is a God of Order, not 
Wt Cotufion. O] That all their Hearts wete firmly uni- 
WJ, to the latent that they might all unanimouſly and con- 
iatly maintain a molt Divige Warfare againſt the triple 
= ot, and all the uniced Powers of Darkneſs, and moſt 
ori Empire of Satan; that they might alſo  rigourbuſly 
= De all Heieſies, Superſtition, Fanaticiſm, even all the 
D:ctrines of Devils, and deceitful Teachers, yea, every 
enment repagaaut to the moſt Holy Word aud Will 
f God, Of nat they (I mean ail the Miniſters of the 
verlattivg Goſpel dl jeſus Chriſt) mignt lady to live im 
WL. ove, Peeca and perfet Harmony with one another, and 
ſtive, and (trupzic, and fight, even to an Agony, for the 
rand Cauſe of the. molt glorious God, for which they 
may ailurecly- expect the infinitely gracioes, molt exceed- 
ing great and etecnal Reward of good and faithful Servants, 


ole the plauwdit, the well done. even the e/ernal Approbation, 
oft end perfect Salvation of God in the Heavenly Zion, which 
le is above. Bebold, (it challenges the moſt exact and very 


greateſt poſſible Attention, therefore,) Beh! How good 
and jiyful a Thing it is: Brethren ta di together in 


al Unity. It js like the precious Ointment on the Head, that | 
it ran down to the Beard, even unto Afrons Beard, and went 


down to the Skirts of his Claathing, Like as the Dew of Her- 
mon, which fell upon the Hill of Zion: For there the Lord 
promiſed bi, Bleſſing, and Life for evermore. 

In fine, let us one and all act in all Things according to 
our bel Light; and moſt fervently pray to the eternal Fa- 
ther, the Source, the Fountain and inexhauſtible Fulneſs 
of all Lights, frem whom all good Gifts, and all perfect 
Gifts deſcend in boundleſs and eternal Showers, for the 

* 


* : 9 
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elicity of all our Fellow Bee as much 
hich God of his infinite Mercy grant us all, w poſi Cant N 
Sake, by the Holy Ghoſt. And now, Chriſtian and motif 
be oved Readers, leaving you to the ſpecial Care of Di; 


vine Providence, I wiſh yoa a —_— eternal and mot 3P 
perfect poſſible WELF * 3 


: 5 


New-York, 
Ones 6. op 76. 


THEOLOGICAL THESES, 


vi INCE we do certainly now, that we, and 
(PW | other Things exiſt, and as it is no leſs 
9 * clear to us, that there muſt be a Reaſon, 
and therefore alſo a Cauſe, by Virtue 
Bp! which we do rather exiſt, than not, and 
WT ather in this than anether- Manner ; 5 even as 
his is moſt eecrtain to us with Relation to all 
ether Things. Without any Delay, or Heſi- 
ation, therefore, we yield our firm Aſſent to 


— 


Whis Propoſition: Nothing is, is done, of haps 
ens in the World without a Juffcient Reaſon. 
Which Maxim! is termed the incigle of ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon.” * 

8. II. Therefore Since every Thing, which 
does exiſt, has a Cauſe (F. i.), then we muſt. 
have ane likewiſe. - But that Cauſe muſt either 
be in us, or without us; if it be in us, then 

we cannot but exiſt, nor can we exiſt in any 

other Manner, than we do exift, and thus we 
would be neceſſary. But we may not exiſt, 
or we may alſo exiſt after another Mode, as 
in very Deed we have not always exiſted, nor 
other Things without us. Therefore neither we, 
nor other Things without us exiſt neceſſarily 3 
be Cauſe then of our Exiſtence i 15 KL in our- 
Jetves. 


F. III. And if 1 Cauſe of « our Exiſtence 
he not in us Sue 1 it is 13 Us, Bu 
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never be found; therefore we muſt finally 


its Exiſtence in itſelf; therefore it is neceſ 


either in God, or without God, Why any one 


tain Degrees, (or circumſcribed by any Bounds) 


was nut Eternal, he might once have not exiſted, 


Bives us che following Definition of God's E- 


3 Effence of God there is no Succeſſion: ne uy 


4 iy; . 
by inveltigating che Cauſe, we cannot proezedſi 
infinitely, or into Infinity, ' becauſe then a ſuf. " 


ficient Reaſon (or Cauſe of Exiſtence) woulalf | 


come to the Prime, or firſt Cauſe; this Cauſe 
cannot poſſibly have the Reaſon of its Exiſtencelii 
in another Cauſe z Otherwiſe it would not b 
the firſt, therefore ic has the Reaſon o 


fary, it cannot bur exiſt (F. ii.). The WW 
Cauſe, therefore, whict is God, exiſts neceſla, 


nly. 3 

IV. Since God exiſts of himſelf, or 1:8 
Self-exiſtent (F. tti.), He has, whatever he has, 4 
ot himlelf; therefore there can be no Reaſorl ; 


of his Perlections mould be limited by any cer-i 


therefore be is infinite, poſſeſſing in a moſt emi- 
nent Manner and at once all Realities and Per- 
fections. Ge 

8. V. 8 God exiſts neceſſarily and of 
nimlelf (8. in.), be is allo Eternal ; that is, 
he is without Beginning and End: For if he 


which is repugnant to Neceſſityß. - BoEchius 


_ * Intermingadilis vita teta Simul Simul 
& perfecte paſſeſſo. And ſince in the jnvariableſQ7. 


in his Uncerttanding, nor in his Will, we ag 
5 


7 
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Wrce exclude haut] and latter, But if. 

du abſtract the Eternity of God from his E- 

ce, and take it in the vague and vulgar 

ſe fon infinite Duration; you will ſcarcely 

able to prevent confounding the Notion of 
ternity, with that of Priority and Poſteriorityg ,, 
of an infinite Succeſſion of Moments. | 


one 6. VI. Becauſe God is infinite (§. iv.), he 
ea Immenſe or Omnipreſent. But take 
eecad, leſt you confound the Idea of Gou's 
3 mnipreſence with that ef Extenſion. Theſe 


onceptions therefore are to be explained 2 
pr Preſence is nothing elſe but the proximate 
eſpect of one Thing that exiſts to another 
hing that exiſts ; or it is that State of one 
hing (with regard) to another, by Reaſon of 
WW hich ons Thing acts or can act immediately 
Wn another Thing, and by reaſon of which ie 
Ws or can ſuffer, Therefore as Things are 
f a diffcrent Nature, ſo the Species or Kinds 
df Prelence are different; Bodies, the Actions 
ind Paſſions of which conſiſt only in Motion, 
ire preſent where they touch or can touch (each 


ae rber); Spirits, which cannot otherwiſe act or 
d, offer than by Underſtanding and Will, are 


reſent to thoſe Things; which they can repre- 
ſent to themſelves by the Urderſtanding, and 
love by the Wil; hence it is well ſaid: 
7 he Soul is there, chere it loves. Vinally ſines 
God dois not otherwiſe act tut by a molt ſica- 
Pie and infinite Act of his Une and 
of 
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up 
moſt potent Nod. 


finite Things. cannot conſiſt at once. There 


finite (F. vi.), he is only, or one. Beſides there : | 


| quently has produced them out of Nothing, 


g Exiſtence). It appears then, that the ,Obje& of 


9 . 
. 32 50. : 
. A 
. . 1 4 
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Will, he is Omnipreſent, in as much as he e 
preſents to himlelf all Things without Excep-l 
tion together and at once, and as he. ſuſtaing; 

ports, moderates and * them by bi 4 


„. VII. That which is neceſſary and ink. 
nite, muſt be One: For abſolute Neceflity | 
uniform and admits of no Variation; two in 


fore becauſe God is neceſſary (F. iii.); and in- 


1$ NO reaſon, - why theres ſhould be more Gods: 
For one is ſufficient ; but without a ſufficient 
Reaſon nothing can be, therefore too there can 
not be many Gods. To this the wiſeſt of the 
_ agree; Sophocles | in Euſeb. ** Ea 
Lib. 

$. vill, Since God is indedd the . Cauſe of 
all Things, which exiſt ($. ii.), and conſe- 


And as other Things, which do exiſt, wers 
equally poſſible, he might have beſtowed Ex- 
iſtence upon them too; therefore he is poſſeſſed 
of Omnipotence, which! is a Power producing all 
Things into a State of Actuality ( i. e. of real 


the Divine Omnipotence are not ſuch Things 
as imply a Contradiction; for thoſe are Im: 
poſſibilities, mere Nothing, and, by reaſon of 
the Repugnancy and mutual Deſtru&tion of 


Terms, cannot be conceived of. 
Where 


R e 
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i. . . tere 15 is BOW Ta: 
nit, but in God are na Limits (v.), there<\ 
þ "ps yition can have no Place in God. Theres 
een te and moſt ekt Being is ſimp es 
T Was: ntly a Spirit. n ed God is 


. X. Therefore from the various Artributes, 
och we admire in God, ariſes, no; Compoſi- 
g., but, only in our, Manner of conceiving. 
: [ hatever is in God, is God himſelf, and be? 
rg to the. Moſt ſimple Effence, of, God, 
1 ich, as it acts differently on different Objects. 
| owe afl. ign different Names to theſe different 
_ 8 of. the, moſt ſimple, Eſſence of 
: ti 8 therefore clear that the Divine Per. | 
4 Na, as we take it or preſume, are notbing 
but the different Relations,,. which the err 
F God bas to different Oljefts, , - 1 
| $. A. Since God has produced all, Thinks 
F. vil, . ſo that the-whole World is his Work, 
and ſince by the Work we may judge. with. 
ertainty coticerning. the Wiſdom. and Art or. 
Skill of the, Artiſt; then, yerily, the Perfetions - 
of God may. be ſolidly evinced from: that ad- 
mirable Work, viz. this Univerſe ;, For. there, | 
is Nothing, but what js evidentiy deligned to 
anſwer ſome End; yea, the, particular Ends, 
of Things natural may always be reſolyed into, 
more general (Ends), conſequently ; they m are 
Means, and even the very beſt and moſt ſhorr, 
to higher Ends : For 7 is wiſe, who knows 


to 


omg 


— . - 
* 
- 
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ts propoſe unto himſelf the very beſt End, indi 


compaſs this End. 


Beings, his Goddheſs is the chief, viz. that he 


He cannot but "compenſate or countervail by 


vy of Things, which is violated by Sin; this 


* 


[ 6 ö 
to elect the moſt ſuitable, and very ſhorteſt 
4-8. XII. From the ſame Work the Geodnelsliiht 
of God is alſo manifeſt : for whence doth © 
Man exiſt capable of Happineſs? How come 
it that to the Neceflary Supports of Life Mi: 
ſuperaded the moſt ſolid and exquiſite Delight, 
but becauſe God is moſt ſupremely God 
Yea, among the Cauſes, for which God made 


might communicate the ſame; Patience, Comiſe- 
ration &c. ate, as it were, Branches of this 
Goodneſs. Many Gentiles have greatly praiſed 
this Goodneſs of God. oh 1 | 
F. XIII. From Wiſdom joined to Goodneſs: 
ariſes (or reſults) Juſtice ; therefore ſince God 
is Wiſe (F. xi.), and Good (F. xii.), be is 7% 
too, he rewards good Deeds, and puniſhes 
Deeds. * 3 
The higheſt Degree of Juſtice is Sanctity, Wl 
or Holineſs, which is verſant about moral 
Good and Evil. But ſince Ged poſſeſſes the 
higheſt! Degree of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, be 
is even moſt Juſt; hence he muſt abhor evil 
Act ions, and teſtify his hatred by Puniſhments, 


en expiatory Poniſhment the (univerſal) Harmo- 


Bod ows himſelt. bt 
Who does not from thence plain!y 1 a 
5 that 


E at vindictixe Juftice 1 is be no means ; Arbitrary; 
We mott perfectly natural to God? The Juftice 
God is likewiſe celebrated by the Gentiles. 


W's. XIV. Since God is moſt Wiſe, he could 
but propoſe the very beſt poſſible End to - 
eit; but ſince he is at the {ame time infinite, 
| >much that nothing new can be added to his 


fections (F. iv.), he cannot have intended any 
ing beſides the Manifeſtation of his Glory. 
ad therefore that is the moſt ſupreme and gene- 
= End of God that by his Works he might ex- 
it his infinite Perfections and Excellencies 
bout himſelf ; therefore he admirably diſplays. 
Glory, Which i is as it were the Sum and 
eight of the Divine Perfections. And to that 
Wpreme End innumerable other particular Ends, 
= a continual and molt arctyl Series, are 
bordinate. 

F. XV. Since God ſhines. ſo brightly by ſo 
any admirable Perfections, both phyſical * 
oral, and ſince he will allo be glorified in (all) 

$ W orks (8. xl. ), we cannot but be filled 
ith profound Reverence by realon af theſe, and 
ich gratitude by reaſon of thoſe towards God. 
nd thence ariſes the Service of Him, which con- 
ts in actions, the motives of which are the Divine 
Perfeftions. To this acceeds more eſpecially the 
onſideration of the Divine Juſtice, rewarding . 
he good Deeds, and puniſhing the evil Deeds, 
$ the principal motive to per form Actions for. 


odds Glory, 
*I. 


Zee ee 


* ] 

I XVI. Theſe SA! naturally ec eqn 4 
bbrinable to the Perefctions of the Deity, ſa thallli: 
the Contrary of them is directly r A to t 
Holineſs ot God (&. xii. ), and likewiſe becauſ 
theſe good Actions by their qwn* Nature and 
Eſſence render Man happy, and contrariliy e 
Actions by their own Effence render him miſeti 
ble or wretched, and conſequently were ſuch iii 
an ideal State, before God decreed the Exiſten e 
of this World, or Univerſe, the Decree.of God 
can not he the Cauſe of the Goodneſs and Radnel, 1 
of the ſame, and therefore they are ſo antecedent 
ly to the will of God. So that the morglity 9 
Actions is intrinſic, not arbitrary. Could, 1 be 
eech you, the infinitely good God injoin as il 
Duty, the Hatred of the moſt ſupreme Goode 
which is moft ſuperlatively, yea, infinitely 
amiable, could'he command ingratitude toward 
a Bene factor, c? g 

§. XVII. Since therefore moral Actions have 
the Nature (ratio) of Honefty and Turpitude,iſ 
(good and evil) in themſelves, not without on 
beyond themſelves ( $. xvi. ) they are ſuch (vf 
good or evil) neceſſarily (F. ii.), conſequently 
 fach from Eternity (F. v.) ; And ſince theit 
Rule (i. e. the rule of moral Actions) is termed 
the Law of Nature, it muſt likewiſe be eternal, 
indiſpenſable. That the remunerative and punitivt 
Juſtice of God allo, becauſe it is verſant about the 
Obſervance (and non Obſervance) of this in diipen- 
woe Er. can dot t be = with, 2 

7 2 9 wit 
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: 
oc death follow, x. 
s. XZ Theace it is alſo manifeſt, that 
od by nfoining Actions good antecedently. to - 
ns Will, Goes rior deal wich us kee a ſupreme 
ng making Laws ' according to his arbitrary 
era eure, only to diſplay his ſupremacy and Au- 
rity, whoſe Will is inſtead of a Reaſon; but 
er that He treats us according to his Good- 
. xii. ) taking upon him the Relation of a 
ot benign Lord and Father, appointing ſuch 
cans, by which we may be rendered more hap- 
= ; ioſomuch that if we were but wiſe, we - 
001d injoin che lame Duties on ourſelves, which 


Law: challenges at our Hands, 
. Since God cannot diſpenſe with his 
aſtice either with regard to rewards for the good, 
vith Relation to Puniſhments for the evil 
. xvii.), and nevertheleſs experience teaches, that 
| n this Life evil happens to the good, and good 
Wo the evil, i is thence concluded with certitude, tbat 
bere is another Life to be expected after this, in 
Nobich there aill be a Compenſation of good and 

evil Actions Wgeording to the rigour of the Divine 
+... A. Soon, op. 
S. XA. And if God will diſtribute Rewards and 
Puniſhments-{$:xix.), the Soul muß contine in 
being, or exiſt after Death, and by conſequence it 
is immortal, ſo that the Soul is not only not to be 
deſtroyed, but that it will retain the Nture of. 
perſonaliry, Likewiſe the Spirituality and Ins: 


HE u* 
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| L {5% 
5 of the Soul may be Cloudy! Hine 
the 58 of the ſame: For What? © 
even the moſt ſubtile Matter repreſen to it 
Objects, and diſtinguiſh the difference of th 
i (ObjeRz) from itſel £ Can matter judge, ſuſpen 
Judgement, can it connect Reſonings, and Idea 
to and among one another? I cannot belie- 
it. Plato, among other Gentiles, has eſpe cia 
acknowledged the Immortality of the Soul. 
F. XXI. Man by fa attending to his o. 
Actions, is convinced, that. he has moſt frequem 
ly, as well as Knowingly, wiltully and moi 
audaciouſiy tranigreſſed that eternal Law * 
Xvil.), which God has propoſed as a moſt be. 
nigh Father, from the Motive of Man's own 4 
Felicity ($. xviu. ) ; therefore he cannot but ſhud: 
der, and tremble at the ſevere Juſtice of God, 
which neceſſarily requires that condign. Puniſh; 
meot be inflicted on Sin: That bear Penitence 
is not ſufficient to reconcile God, even the 
Gentiles too have acknowledged by their Sacti- 
fices. Hence Man knows not whither he ſhall 
turn himſelf, qu ſeeks Conſolation, g does moſt 
anxiouſly ſearch ſor the Means of wppeaſing the, 1 
$08 Deity. . 
1 $. XIII. But in vain does Reaſon ſeek for 
ga true Atonement in itſelf, The moſt ſupreme 
Goodneſs of God does indeed ſeem to give 
tome Hope (8. xvii), but his ſevere Juſtice de- 
ſtroys Hope (F. xiii.), but the admirable and a- 
miabl e Combination of divine Mercy a and J uſtice s 
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ö tterly impervious to human Reaſon; as SY 
50d. himfelf does not open the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom. Therefore it bs abſolutely neceſſary _ 
= God interpoſe; that God himſelf exhibit . 
a veal the Means of Expiation, or Recon- 
1 ion, What Wonder, if the more age . 
lived in Anxiety and died in Doubt 
& 1nſuficiency therefore of all natural Know- 
. and the abſolute Neceſſity of a divine Re- 
ai put in the cleareft Light. 
ul. Reaſon does indeed ſuſpecr, that 
is a Revelation: For when it takes the 
WT ſuperlative Goodneſs of God into Conſide- 
(F. xü.), when it reflects with due Aiten- 
that God by his providential Care ſtill che- 
Mankind, it thence infers, that God has 
rpoſe of Grace in his Mind, and that he 
it will procure a Reconciliation tor Men, 
vat he has either already revealed it by ſu- 
tural Light, or that be will reveal it bere- 


: | 


* 
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| Thus Socrates, deſpairing of all Philoſo- 
1c conjectured, that it might come to paſs, that 
future Time ſome one might defcend from 
en, and teach Men the true Way to God. 


Nr, or if we find ſuch a ' Revelation, which 
Wnends itſelf by the moſt indubitable Cha- 
Wriſtics of Divinity, viz. ſach a Revelation, as 
Wt contrary to the Notions of ſound Reaſon, 
derfects them, ſupplies the defetts of Reaſon, - 
vhich diſeovers ſuch a Means of Deliverance, | 

. 


AXIV. And if now ſuch a Revelation does 


El e 
ia winch 6 the the very ' bigheſt 8 L | * 


(C. Kii. ), and therefore Solaces, erects and Sine 
tifies miletable Man; then, verily, real Rest : 


tion as à molt 1 Fees Gift of a merciful God. 


| is endued with the true Characters or Marks of Dil 


Hoh, ratified by the moſt excellent Promiſes 


 Gretius concerning Moſes, and many Facts off 
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Juſtice and Wiſdom of God conſpirt and ba » | 
monize in F rlect and moſt amicable Mani 


adimbniſhes, perſuades, urges, that we receive c 0 
with an eager and grateful Mind, ſuch « Revell 


$. XXV. Bur of all the ſupernatural Rel 1 
velations boaſted of in the World, that c 
which 1 is contained in the Bible of the Chriſtian 


vinity (of a divine Origin) which is by ſo mud 
the more firmly believed, as the Matter is mot 
deeply and minutely ſcrutinized Here is Doe 
trine worthy of a God, every way ſuited to the Tin 
potency of a miſerable Sinner ; the Precepts alt F 
the Predictions demonſtrate . that the Omnilſcient 
ſpeaks ; the Stile  beſpeaks Majeſty joined 
with Simplicity ; the Witnefſes commend them "7 
ſelves as worthy of Faith, or faithful from thei ; 
Experience and Candour ; innumerable Miracle 


proclaim God the Author. To paſs in Silence 
the Teſtimonies of profane Avthots collected b 


Sacred Hiſtory; Have you not ſo many Arg 

ments as the Nature of the Affair can ade ? Ii 

= che (very higheſt and) moſt. complete moral 
vidence at Hand? Rf 

$. XX/1, Thence it naturally follows, car he 


- _—_— 


. 7 : ny 2 > . a & 
v g * o 
3 ; £ * x 
. „ my 
- 4 * 


Tr 

d or aan of Gal on, in giving this Revels- 
is that FE Y the Tame may be. made "Pe. 

Job. Y: 39. 2 Tim. wi: 15, 17. 

II. Since the Revelation of Ebriſtians | 
ended in the ſacred Scriptures, does by 
oon Marks manifeſt its Divine Origin with 
WE tainty ($. xxv.), i muſt be acknowledged to ve 


70 * 9 2 
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I Wy Principle and Rult of Faith (and Prafiice), 

> WS conſequently there is no Room for, uo Gredit to 

even 10 private. Revelations or Traditions _ 

2 WT chey. muſt either agree with the Seripture, or 
17 the latter, they are maniteftly falſe; but 

e former, there | is no Need of them, Deut. 

2. Gal. i: 8. Revel. xxii: 18. 19. 


g . XVIII. Becauſe that the end of Reve- 
Won is the Salvation of Mans. xxvi.), it follows 
WE nce, that every private Man not only may, but 
_ Mu read the Scripture, and alſo interpret if 
ol Bimſelf, Iſa. viii: 20. Act. xvii. 11. 2. 
Wt. i: 19. Rev. i: 3. Whence the Poſtu- 
e of the Papiſts contending againſt Naturaliſts 
WI. Deiſts) is not leſs. ine quitable, chan contraty 
= Rcaſon, that the Revelation was indeed 
Woſt bigbly neceſſary for Men, and that God has 
ven the ſame, that they might thence learn the 
ſay. to Salvation, and in the mean Time that it is 
dt to be read, nor examined 154 all, to whom it 
made known. Mate | 
$. XXIX. If a: private 'Intitpretation of tbe. 
Wacred Scripture 7 not admitted, ibe Infallibility 
the Church cannot be Lo For it would be 
bſurd to aſſert : * lace (or Text) points gut 
PE the 
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jiudging concerning the Truth. He there 


py 
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the fofallitiry of the Civic, a the ma 5 
bl: Church, ills, that it ſhall be underſtood i 
2 XXX. Since the Scripture is to be intel 
preted ($.xxviii.) it mult be done according 
Wr Rules. And firee the Revelation 


not repugnant to ſound Reaſon, but affiſts 1 
(F. xxiy..) (for both proceed ftom God 
a Gift, infomuch that! it implies no mutal Co 
diction, even as Light is not contrary to Li 
ſo in the. Interpretation of Scripture no Senſe 
be admitted, which evidently deſtroys * Net 3g 
( or DiRates) of Reaſon. * 1 

But in order to proceed on a ſafe Foptinge 3þ 


mut duly conſider, whether the Thing be indeli 
cContrary to Reaſon, i in ſo much that it wol 
manifeſtly everſe the eternal Truths; or whit . 
it be only above Reaſon, or unknown to it (wiki 
Indeed Reaſon. neither perceives its Conneal 
with other Truths which may be known by 
ture, nor in the mean Time perceives the imp 
bility of it) and whether it be only adverſe to call 
tingent Verities or Truths, To examine whi 
is evidently the Duty of Reaſon : In as much 
we are Men alſo throygh this Faculty, we 
| knowledge God and his Revdlition, and even 
Inſufficiency of Reaſon itſe)}f. Thence it app ; 
that. Reaſon is moſt bighly uſeful in the Tutb 
lion of Scripture; it is a neceſſary Ioſtrumeßt 


' 


who utterly renounces, and explodes Reaſon, d 
the ſame us if he dug out his own Eyes, 4. 
I 


et by fo much übe better 1 the rays of i Light. 
. XXXI. Moreover firce cvety one is th 
ſt interpreter. of bis own. 5 3 Words,. 
pure muſt be the Role of interpr ing Serip- 
Wc, and by ſo much the more, oh in tlie 
e, as in the Word of God, there Is be.no- 
ing but Truth. Therefore, ibe Analogy {4 
b muy} always be atientively Confearred, as tf 
ooſtle admoniſhes Rom. Kii, £ * By whit 
onderſtand the Connexion of 87255 Truths, 
(s far as they firmly cohere ; and as far as one 
not exiſt without the other; ſo. that ſince we 
ie Reaſon by the Conpexion of V. erities or 
uths, the Anglogy of Fgith to us will be nothing 
Sacra Reaſon, or illuminated. ER. 
F. XXXII The Papiſts, who will have the 
ffallible Deciſion of controverſies *. — in their 
hurch, muſt firſt agree among t emſelves, 
here chat ſupreme Court is to he ſaught ? 
1 . in the Pope, or in the:Foupel, grin 
5. XXXIII. Wbateyer Things righ t Resſan | 
reachia concerning God, theſe the holy e 
confirm, and beſides it Reveals to u 
which Reaſan could neyer have are 10 . Wi. 
xxiv.), Scil. That Gad is Trinne, Pe thereby 
opens the - moſt admirable Maſters of Salvation. 
But after what manner three Perſons cguld exiſt. 
from Eternity in the only. and moſt gn 5 
ſence or Being of God, is what we do EY 6 
ws 1325 in * e Erolxndi 25 


va 


* el 
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* divine Infinity, prov. Xxx. 4. Nar 'Y 
therefore the leſs to be believed, ſince it is « 
dirmed by expreſs Terms, Matt.-xxvni, 19. 
iv. 16, 26. 2 Chor. Xii. 113. Pet. i. 23 1 » 
8. XXXIV. That Text, r Fob. v. 2. In whi 

| FE Miſtery of the: Trinity is moſt clearly evi 
ced, is frmly held te be genuine, notwithſtas 
Ing the Diſſent of ſome Codes. 7 
FS. XXXV. Since to know the true and genui * 
Means of Expiation, is highly condueive lf 
the Co nſolatibn and Salvation of the Sind 
(5. xxii. ), for otherwiſe he could not appre hei 
it, and ſince that Means is revealed in the Do 
xrine (in dogmate) of the T Tinity it is then 
Clear, that this Doctrine of the. Trinity is ni 
ceſſary to Salvation, Job. xvii. 3. 1 Um. ii. 1 
$. AAV. Since cherefore this W 4 
"neceſſary to Salvation (F. xxxv.), it muft have bet 
revealed to the ' Believers of the Old Teſtament tod 
Which does not only appear from many Paſſagi 
8 "of the Prophets, 'Pſak xxxiii. 6: Ja. X vin. 10 
Ixi. 1. but it is alſo concluded from the: 1 
Hellſtic Doctrine of the Jews. 
$. AVI. Becauſe God is Infinite ( 
no new Thought or' Volition can take Place Wn 
him, hence it is juſtly concluded, that God hai! 
even from Eternity conceived, willed, determinuſ 
ànd decreed the future Exiſtence of this Uni verſt | 
To with Reſpect to the Kingdom of Natur: 
d the Kin oe of Grace, with the whole. 
minsſe e of bell a- en. 
. e Ne . Events 


- i 8 Ty 


3 


| N 


7 ; 1 ] | 3 
7 12 that 1 lle, 1 Dee 
64% er 4 Change | of. Deerees W fs 
Nature of ircumſances, is the Jane, 4. 0 
| oke God a Man. W 
. ifi. Again: fince the Perfection of - 
od are infinite (5. iv.) they indicate, that God 
and 3 s decreed all l hings 7 an only and moſt ſim- 
Sc Nod. : 

The Diſtinction therefore of the Dicrevs" is 
_ real, but it ariles only from the Diverſity of | 
ieccts. Nevertheleſs it is not altogether im- 
oper to examine a little into the Order of the + 
crees, provided i it be done ſoberly and candid- 

and by the Order of the Decrees we do not 
derſtand any Succeſſion of Time, for there 
none in one ſimple Act, but we underſtand by 

the Connection of the Things decreed, as far, | 
in as much as one Thing contains in it the Re- 

on of another. 

g. XXXIX, If (it be objected that) the De- 

ree of God is only verſant about the Conditions 

f Salvation, but not about tbe perſons themſelyes, - 
Ihen I query ; ; Whether God did know, what Per- 
Wons were about to believe, or not? He did 
volt certainly know it, ſince his Knowledge is 
MWokoice (iv.); but whence did he know it? Did 

he know it by Virtue of his Decree, or from the 
cience of imple Intelligence, in which all poſ- 
ſible Things are comprehended ? If the latter, 
T farther . demand: Whence the Faith of this or 
that Man comes from a State of Poflibillity | 55 
ae State 
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cate of . by or KE. itſelf ? Tu 
zone will (ay, for then it would happen indepe þ 
gently on God, Or is it through thelUnderſtand ak 
of Gol ? No; For that his Underſtanding doe 
not give or produce Exiſtence, is the firm al 
unanimous Sentiment of all, or to this all agree 
Therefore this only remains, that it is done 
the Will of Ged. And thence we inter, cha 
as God knows all poſſible Things by the Scienqll 
or Knowledge of Gimble Underſtanding, ſo ll 
cannot otherwiſe know future Things but by 
Science of Viſion through his Decree, becauſe ; 
all Futurity only flows from his Will. Therefoſſ 
all Things, whether the Canditions, whether d 
vation or alſo whether the rery Perſons themſelvu 
are foreordained or predeftinated by an abſolure 1 Wo 
Free. Rom, ſix. 21, 22. Eph. i. 4 6. N 
FS. XL. But left you would ſay, or Objed 
If all Things are decreed by an abſolute Deck 1 
then Prayers and Labours are uſelets, hat 6 
bas decreed will always be done, or come 
paſs. But let us not abuſe the Docttine, 
de fall in with the Doctrine of a fatal Neceffin 
and are deceived into the Error of what the M 
cients. termed Sophiſma ignavum, Logon Ar | 
8c. a Sophiſm of Indolence, or Inactivity 
if the End is decreed, the Means are alſo decree 
if God wills the Effect, he wills the Cauſe tu 
for Inſtance, where one is to die, there the Cui 
of Death muſt alſo be. All Things in this Wo 
are cloſely connected together; therefore | 
Connection of Cau ſes and Efes takes 1 
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Neceſlty, and the Sophüim of Indolence, 
s. XLI. That the World owes its Exiſtenet 
= God, and was therefore immediately created by 
n, right Reaſon teaches” (5. ii. vin.) And 
the o' Reaſon cannot preciſely - determine an 
ien ning with Relation to the Time of the Creation 
me Word, yet from the Novelty of the Arts 
a other Arguments it juſtly collects, that the 


A eh as Snachoniaton, Heſiodus, and others have 


e not ſo foon to be ſuppoſed altogether to 
efer us to the Moſaic Coſmogony, or the Crea- 


here are Traces piſent, which ſhew a moſt an- 
3rient corrupted Tradition, | 3 

S. XLII. Out of Nothing can bemade Nothing, 
ss indeed a Maxim of ſound Reaſon; metaphyfically 
taken it denotes, that nothing can be without a 
Vicient Reaſon (F. i.) 3 but phyſically, it ſignifies: 


n the former Senſe that Axiom is altogether true; 
but in the latter Senſe the Application thereof 
does not hold good, when the producing Cauſe 
is Ominoptence. Therefore this Maxim makes 
nothing againſt the Creation of the World (out 


mation of all Things to mere Chance, and in that 
g Mans 


Y lated concerning the Formation of the World, 


Won of the Werld. related by Moſes ; though 


7 


that nothing can be produced out of Nothing; 
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; ge of the World cannot be much greater than 
oſes informs us. The things which the Gentiles, © 
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of Nothing); but it rather furniſhes out to us 


= 
. 
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Weapons "againſt thoſe, who attribute the For- 


? 
* 


8 po 4 pink 
1 1 | 5 3 
anner they do teach that Something is pro: 
uced out of Nothing without//a ng. Wit 
ance excludes a ſuſſicient Reaſon, and therefon Evt 
15 mere Nothing, or Nothing dt all. Wi 
F. XLIII. Since the World is produced 1 
of Nothing by the afnflipotent Will of tde Deity 
(s viii.), 58 God might likewiſe reduce the 
me into Nothing, it follows, that as long as 
exiſts, God wills it ſhall &xiſt, and it continues tu 
exiſt by the will of God; which is called .Conſer- 
vation; therefore God. likewiſe preſerves the 00 
World. rat 
OF XL. Since likewiſe the deidimiinice Seri Dis 
of all Cauſes and Effects was conceived in the 
divine Decree even from all Eternity (I xxx vu. 
all Things happen according to and by the Willi 
of God, therefore God governs or rules th 
World. Alſo the Order of the World demon- 
ſtrates that: For who beholding a Republi 
well ordered and adminiſtrated in all "Things 
would not ſuſpect a wiſe Rector, or Governot 
Why then is not the Exiſtence of a moſt wid 
Ruler certainly inferred frem the moſt wil: 
Government of the Univerſe? - * 
. XLV. Again, ſince God is Omanipreſen «1 
5 vi. ), and has determined and fixed the whol: 
Series of all Events even from all Eternit 
(xxxvii.). All events\bowever ſmall are ſubject u 
or under bis Providence. Yea, if God was cate 
leſs about the leaſt Thing, he would foreſee 3 
ſuture State of the World but — 
Alter- 


ro 15 21 J | 4 
* Auch bed more . . 
ts do cohere: in ſuch a Manner, that they all 
the Future. 


4 fi themlclves molt fruictully into e 
e leaſt Event 


equently theſe, who ſub 2 ihe 
| the Providence of Gh beve not. rightly... 
eived the moſt truicul ie almoſt infinite) 
i catenation of Cauſcs; and Effects. Mat. vi. 
of 30. x. 29, 30. Heb. J. 3. 162 
LI. it there were a Prince Mod wich 
t an Underſtanding, that he could not only 
ſact public Affairs, bur alſo could know all 
Subjects, and be intimately: acquainted with - 
State of every Family, and take the Care of 
r Individual upon himſelf, ſhould not ſuch - 
Fr ince be deemed worthy of Admiration and 
ie? Why then, 1 beſcech you, ſhould it 
deemed diſhonourable to or un worthy 
God, that all the moſt minute Things 
he whole World ſhould be his Care? Does 
rot contrarily diſplay, moſt illuſtriouſly and 
rieuſly, the infinite Power, Wiſdom and Be- 
nity of God ? | ”H 
Ws. XLVII. Since God is Ommipotent (. vi. * 
d Good (S. xii.), and is therefore bath able 
willing to hinder Sin, it may ſeem wonder- 
l that Sin exiſts, in the World; hence the old - 
WW ucſtion : If there is a Gad. whence is Evil? 
od elected the very beſt poſlible Syſtem of the 
orld ; but this is og” 9 the beſt. 
yſtem, in which all his Perfections can moſt 
luſtriouſly diſplay 5 3 but this could 
not 
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bare been donc, it Evil had never enteral 


2 the Syſtem (of the Unwerſe); For the lM 

©-erciſe o Merey could then not have had Place 
when there Had been ho miſerable Creature, an 
the meiſt ſuptettie . would not have beef * 
exerciſed, it there Had been no Subjects of Ref 4 
wards : and Puniſhments* not. to ſpeak here” _ 
the Divine Wiſvomy? Power and Omnilcience of 1 
the Deity, who exe teiſes the moſt excellent Powell 15 
and manifeſts amazing Periectiong! in &ireQtingl 
ud cortecting Evil. ; 
| Likewiſe om the Part of Man the greateſt Vi 4 
tues, ſuch as Patience, Meckbeſs, Fortifuge, We * 
could not manifeſt themſelves without the ex: 
Webes: of Evite 7! 

Tf," thibrefore, ent Thingt muy em. in 6 
ſelves comffue vu, incommedicis, vel the cpr 
te "the general Per fettion of the Univer/e. Thiel 
fore tlie 'Obj:Rions of *Manicheans against , a k 
only Principts, which" P. Bœhius in, His yourg N 
Age" urged with a great He of Genius 2 M 
Tutlitioh, KL be bappily folved to Satis aqiion 

9* XIVII fa. At Ce bun cteatly Tre through 
that infinite Series of Cauſes and Effects,, if wil 
could take xthorough'and' complete Ver of hell 
whole Syſtem" ol' th Univerſs World, if, we 
could take 4 cothprelicnlive Glance © of. all 'xhe 
(utuaf) relations bf alt Things | in ſo vaſt aWork 
there would beè Tio fibre Rom elt to doubr of! 
Providence; but we would ' highly admire and 
praiſe the exact Uthe. phiverſal,) the {upendvaut 
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fection of. all. ut now | 


rmony. 
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OY 6. e ic follgys chen dearly, tha 
BY \ ere. was a Law given to, ard a Duty impoſed 8 
don Man in his primitive State of Rectitude 
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: 133 Integrity, requiring * he ſhould cont | 
ly exert all the Powers and F aculties of Soul anll 

Body, fo as to know him with his Underſtand f 
ing and love him above all Things with his 1 4 
to uſe his Body to execute his (moſt ſacred "an x 
righteous) Injunctions, and to honour (and golf 
rity) him by a complete Obedience. And t 
Man might have a Teſtimony of his Dependendf %® 
on his Creator, and Matter of external con uh 
ence, received the Command of not eating WE 
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and of Evi 
from which it is manifeſt, that this Commet . 
was pot given without a ſufficient Reaſon. 


0 


f 


F. LI. And Since the Law naturally bring FP 
with | it Rewards and Puniſhments ($.xvii.), ther N 
fore the Law given to the firſt Man was neceſi F 


rily enforced 'by Rewards and Puniſhments, a1 i a 
even With eternal (Rewards and 1. 12 F 1 
When therefore God ſtrengthened his Law) d 
enforced" it) with the Commination of Death, 1 
hence appears, that we muſt not only underſta | 
temporal. but alſo ſpiritual and eternal Death. 

But on the contrary Man remaining Perfedl 
and-the Courſe of Obedience finiſhed, then boli 
from the - Goodneſs of God ($.xvii.), and fron 
the Tenor of the Law (ex legis indole ($.xvii.), N 
might have promiſed himſelf a greater Felicity, 

'& LII. Becauſe nothing is done without 
ſufficient Reaſon (&. i. ) aſſo Liberty in Election cani 
a without Reaſon, we therefore define the ſame 
par F wanne, of che Mind to elect or chuſe ou 
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nn more poſſible Tings; what one pleaſes, a- 
eadbie to propoſed Reaſons, | Hence all Coacti- 
by which Man is compelled through extrin- 
Violence, is at a great Diſtance from Liber 
metaphyſical Necęſſity, where there is buʒt © 
> only Object poſſible and conſequently Elec- 
ccaſes, has nothing to do with Liberty; al- 
ebe ca! Neceſſity, (i. e. natural Neceſſity, ) when 
ere is. no Knowledge of the Objects, is far 
Wot from Liberty, (or is utterly inconſiſtent 
i rn the very Nature of it); but there is only 2 
a! Neceſſity, which is no more that a certainty, 
chat Man is ſweetly and willingly inclined or 
ved to; this or that Thing from theſe or other 
en otives, namely becauſe he ſees what Things 
F. LUI. Hence fince Liberty of Indifference 
145 8 repugnant to the Principle of a ſufficient Rea- 
n, it is utterly impoſſible (i. e. there is no Li- 
gero of Indi ſference,) it is a Chimera, (or a 
ban roundleſs and vain Imagination, which has no 
oundation in Reaſon or Nature,) it is nothing 
ut the mere Inaction of the Will, beſides let 
doſe who maintain an Indifference of the equili- 
rium in Liberty (or thoſe who place the Eſſence 
Wot Liberty, in the indifference of che Will,), let 
hem Anſwer us, (let them reply to the following 
ut Queries, viz.) Whether God, the (holy) Angels 
mi and all the inhabitants of Heaven are not moſt 
free, or act with the moſt perfect Liberty? and” 
whether they are indifferent about Good and. © 
Evil? nn wont} N Sura. V 9. LIV wn . 
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 Y Liv. Since: Tod has | We 2 Think 
(&-xxxvii. ), and all Exents are under H Pr 
dence (J. XIV. ), al{ol the Fall of our f PA 3 
happened. by" the Mill and Previdente of God: 1 
the mran Time Gad has not willed che Fall HI] 
but rather the Good, which God was able (novit 5 
to. produet from, the Fall ; and ſinte Gd, 
decreed Actions, as they r the neceſſary as 
ceſlary, the ſtee as free,;the, divine Deefee' do 
not geſtroy, the Liberty of Man, but rather ſap 
Poſes it. The Fail of Adam theretote wie war | 
Kiahly, volunta ). mr 
F. LV. Our firſt. Parents, ebene by 1 
their Sin. (of. Diſohedience a very fmall Fruit to 
God, the ſupreme Good, proved he men” , 
very ungrateful for. Benefits received, they te- 
fuſed to God the Obedience that Net De. 
pepdence challenged, and therefore they not ot 
ly violated the poſitive, but alſo the natural Law: 
and for this Cauſe. their: Sin was verily moſt * 
grievous ; ſo that Infidels impiouſty deride the * 
lame. becauſe of the · Levity ot che Matter. ri 
5. LVI. Since the Law of Love and - Obedi- 6 


enges is eternal and indiſpenſable," or neceſſaty (. 
xui.), and / therefore: ig not in the Power of Men to 
abrogate the fame, it follows, that tbe Covenant 
of Works cannot be ſaid ta be antiquated or abroga· 
tad, except with aped 10 ihe. Right of uy 
eternal, Life. 

F. LVII. Thet Man, ks frequently tran fareſ: 
ſes the Lqw of Nature, is upon that Account 


1 


r 


1 
able, Reaſon aclates, and every ones AY 
„ ccicnce will argue (F.'xxi;) ; Scripture a 
arms the ſame Thing, which does moreovet 
"= cat ot point out the Origin and Greatneſs or 
ie Luspuude ot this Evil, (Sin, Seil. That 


n even from the Cradle is corrupt, and | im- 


"4 fed in Sins, Gen. vi: 3, Pfal. li: 7. 
vid voin th Undcrſtanding-darkened Eph. iv 
Hol 7 be Wil perverted, p Pet. iv.: 3. Driven 
ur); depraved Affectiorb, which ariſe in the 
5 ad from the perverle Emotions «of the Body; 

0m. »: 5. 12. And that there is not one of 
bomann Species, whom that molt abominable 


-- 8 nor defil-d and polluted Job. xiv © 4. 
Wh. i: 6. Which Miſery does not only pro- 
94. == the Deficiency or Want of the primeval 
ase of God, but alſo from the innate corrupt 
p-tites 3. h; re it is alſo very natural: to. obſerve, 
Wer the. Corruption would not be-fo great, nor 
Puld the malady or diſorder of the underſtanding 
g will ber ſo gieat; it it only deſcended or was 
eyed by [muation.and not by a natural Pro+ 
ation to Poſterity, - : 12: A e 
S. LVII. But however great che Conuptieis 
„yet the unregen rate (Sinner) cannot excull!“ 
ate, or excuſe himſelf; by alledging, that 
e does not Sin , wilfully; . but by Coaction. 
ne evil Appetites do indeed foree him (to 
Win.) But what is this, but to be forced by or 
, himſelf? Has he not wilfully contrafted 
n Sores of Ex H abits ? Has he not e 
: zr: 01, 1 on.” 4 


W * * 
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WREEEESS 8 3 
arily ſubjected himſelf to that Dominio 
M.uſt he not often accuſe himſelf with Met 
ſor ſinnog againſt the Light of Conſcience! 
'H video meliora, probogue, deteriora Sequor. - "| 
F. LXIX. Since therefore Man is immet 
ſed in Sins (F. xvii.), and the Law of God bei 
ing indiſpenſible (S. xvii.), neceſſarily obliges of 
renders obnoxious to [eternal ] Puniſhment 
Man is out of all Hope cf Salvation, unleſs 
Satisfaction interpoſe. | Otherwiſe it Sins w 
forgiven gratis or for Nothing, without - any 
Compenſation of divine Holineſs and Juſtice 
there would be a Great Hiatus, a great Gai 
and Breach in the World, moſt highly unworthy 
of God. But the Sinner can only make Sat 
faction ¶ to divine Juſtice ] by his own eternal 
Damnation (S. li.), and therefore he cannot by 
his own Satisfaction deliver and fave himſelt. 
Therefore it [only] remains, that a full Sat 
faction be made by, and come from another. Avail 
indeed even by ſuch an one, as voluntarily offer 
himſelf as a Surety to undergo and ſuffer then 
Pains menaced and denounced againſt the Sin 
ner, who has the Right of Lite himſelf as muck 
as he is able, by his infinite Dignity and Power 
to take away the infinite Breach, or to mend 
= remove the infinite Hiatus, or Gap {made 
xm) 2 | MAP WP | 
; a II. Since then it behoved the Sponſor, of 
Surety to put himſelf in the. Place and Stead d 
the Sinner, and therefore cught to ſuffer the * 
an 
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% che \ ew 5 s 25 2 every 22 1 
) Obedience : It was abſolutely neceſſary c 4 
ad, cha he ſhould be Man. And ſince 
Ce! t dug ht in and of himſelf to have the Ri- 4+ 


1 


e of Life), and to decorate (i. e.) co fender 


= px 
< Dignity, it was noleſs neceſſary, that he ſhould. 
* ſame Time be alſo God. Therefore it 


7 
ent " abſolutely neceſſary that the Mediator ſhould - 


och God ow Man, and that even in Unity of 
on. - (i. e. in one Perſon} © © 
. UXI. - Jeſus the Nazarite is ns to 
n the ＋ as very Man, Gal. ie: 4. 1. 
a And he is equally n as 
, ef the moſt clear Teſtimonies and 
c., Rom. ix: ge £ Joh. v: 20. Hebr.- 
| yg. Phil. n: 6. Ten, be is declared to us 
od and Man at once, Joh. i: 14. 1. Tim. 
16. Since he therefore we the neceſſary) 
pperties of a: Mediator'($. Ix.), ve make no 
NY iy but that he 1 the true Mediator of the 
| Mogeover dane al the C n by which | 
'Y Prophets of the O. T. Delineated the 
N Meſſiah, quadrate only with Jcſus, we 
ence prove againſt the Jews, that he is the 
oe Meſſiab; nor do we regard their moſt indes 
* Calumnies, E. Gr. Concerning the Mira 
Wes done by Virtue of the Name of four Letters; 
d the Blaſphemies of ſome, &c.,, Which as, 
are (Plain) e of a en, Com 


_ . 


ficient] his Attonement by the infiniteValour ' -z 


, 8 io they 8 conſtm us in our ir Falk, 


and ſuch he verily was (Iixi.) | $461 


? 


TS 20 1 W all 
be 
$. LXII. But here it might appear Gba = 
why Jeſus did but very rarely declare that be wall 
the Meſſiah, as with the Samaritans Joh, iv: 26,8 
And before his Diſciples, adding at che ame Fo 
Time a Command, that they ſhould, not, yell 
divulge it, Matth. xvi: 20? This M not 
done without. a pregnant Reaſon :: For the Jews, 
expecting a King famous for worldly Splendour, 
would eaſily have been induced by ſuch à public 
Profeſſion, to proclaim Jeſus. King, which Cop- 
jecture is moſt greatly corroborated, from Joh, 
vi: 14..15. And if Chriſt had been: proclaims 
ed King in ſucha manner, and had been taken 
and given over to Death, he would chave died 
under theAppearence.ot & rebellious add edited 1 
Man: And how much our Faith would have 
been weakened, every one (muſt) arimad vert 
In the mean Time Chriſt. rendered it ſufficient 
ly evident by lus Doctrine and Miracles, that he 
was the Meſſiah, Which the Jews would \hava 
Clearly perceived, if they ad had Eyes to be 1 
end Minds to Underſtand. 10 | 
» & LXIIL. It was neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould I 
be God and Man in Unity of Perſon ($- Is.) 


we Bart 
e 


This is the grand 'Miſtery of Godlinefs; to 
be adored, loved, and embraced by the whols ; 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians. - And what we enn ſay 
concerning this per /onel Union, the infinite rk 
oh the divine Majeſty, and the Eſſence ws 


- * 


* 1 i 1 
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L221] | 3 
36 Nature alivaye remaining diſtnict, (amounts YZ 
an]: That the fecond Perforr of the muſt A A 
1 os Trinity, according to the eternal Counſel * 
peace, aſſumed to himſelf human Nature m 
aity ot Perſon, inſomuch that he would have 
e buman Body, formed out of the Blood of 
Mary, and the Soll joined with it, reputed, 
reckoned” his, and in ſo far as he alſo moſt. 
chly poured a quite extraordinary Exuberance, 
r Abundance of divine Grace upon that hu- 
an Nature, and directed its Motions accord- 
g to'the Nod of the divine Wilt ;from which 
follows, that the Actions and Paſſions of his 
umanity are alfo to be attributed to his Divi- 
ity, and therefore adorned with an infinite 
Weight of Price. Akts xx. 28. ee 
Thence it is clear that that Union was not on- | 
ly paraſtatic, ſucn as there was in the wan - 
bur truely hypoſtatic, © | 
LXIV. Chriſt e to ) ſuffer the Pains, 
which Man by his Sins had demerited ($. \xix). 
And that he has actually done it, is what the 
Evangelic Hiſtory relates, adding the Circum- 
ſtances more worthy to be noted, for it gra- 
Phicalty repreſencs Chriſt, as preſſed and diſtreſ- 
fed with various Calamities throughout his 
whole Life, and as fuffering the moſt vio- 
lent Agonies of Soul and moſt keen and ex- 
quiſite Pain of Body near the Period of Life, and 
| Moreover as dying moſt: holily on the accùtſed 
Tree of the W and N as e inta 

| * en 5; 52 


fubterran-an Place Seu F hin Sepulchre, My 
F. LXV. But as God is moſt juſt ( 
| ſo thꝛt he demands no more than the Debt dad 
ſo the Mediator, having made full SatisfaRia 
could be no longer detained in the State 
Humiliation, but in Reward of bis Labcurs u 
fo be advanced to a State of Glory and Exati 
tion. Luk“ xxiv. 25. Phil. ii. 9, 10. Tay 
the Indigence of the Sinner required, 
End that the acquired Salvation. might he! a 
plied to him, 1. e. to the Sinner.) Feb. xvi: oi 
Thus alſo the Evangelical Hiſtory reprefent Þ 
Chriſt as moſt gloriouſly exalted. There are 5 | 
moft faithful, moſt credible Witneſſes at Hand 
who relate the ReſurreAtion and Aſcrnſionk 4 
Chrift, not one only, but m+ny, all declaring 
by a moſt exact Agr-ement, the ſame Thing 
Witneſſes, who cannot be ſaid with any Appen 
ence of Reaſon to have bten deceived ; tor th: 
law nor once only, but frequently, they heard 
yea, they even handled the Things which chal 
relate, themſelves being doubtful before, wil 
would not believe until the Matter was wel 
proved, Job. xx.'24. Witneſſes who could nd 
deceive, becauſe ſpeaking againſt their own Pit 
Judices, againſt all their .own te mporary Con 
veniencre, plainly fore ſecing no other Fruits d 
their Teſtimony in this World, except mud 
H tred. Per{-cutions, Torments, and, finglly 
a moſt direful Death. Tt (al!) theſe Things 
$0: yet ſufficient to 4 the Truth, 'al 
„ =— © _ 
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9 Fg will be no more than an wbſchue bhi 


Uh 1 enim. 
s. LXVI. Since orally E in Sin (5. 
.) we dare not approach ta Gad, we ſtand in 
4 of a Prieſt, who by his Blood prepares unto 
the Way to the Throne of Grace. Since 
are -dark-ned-in our Uaderſtanding (ib.) | 
need a Prophet, a Theacher to illuminate, 
en ighten us by his moſt ſalutary Dorine. 
oe we are governed by perverſe Luſts (and 
Wordinate Deſires) of the Will (ib.), we alla 
Want a King, to lead and rule us. 
Therefore our Mediator ought tq be a prieſt. | 
Prophet, and a King, Tj cx. 4: 4. Dent. xviũ. 
s. P/al. ii. 6. 
5. LXVII. Since the End. an d the Means 
here ( inſeparably) in the 3 of God 
rx. xl. ), Salvation is procurtd for none 
E 51/7, ard | ſalatary, or ſaving Grace is 7262 
Wo none, except theſe, whom God in bis eternal 
ounſel. has predeflinated unto \eternal Life. For 
od does ex- cute, or do all Fhings accordin 
i Decree (per 5. xxxvii.), as & 1 Arti 
(or Mechanic) makes his Work according ta 
the Id-a, (or Scheme) been he has prefigur- 
© or framed to himſelf. | 
F. LXVIII. la vain there 3 he a Sal- 
WT vation procured, - unleſs it were alſo- applied, 
But God, who is wiſe (F. ix. *. and good Ai.) 
not only. begins but alſo perfects his Work z 


ſherclore ne Ws i: Salvation procure, 


50 
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. 34 | 
ang this he does in 4 FN \ Manner, (5 


by external and internal Grace, In the 
Place (with Relation to external Grace) 
ate actually invited to Salvation by the Wil 

of Revelation (F. xxviit) ; but ſince Manig 

Nature ſo corrupt 15. Ivii ), that that W. 
cannot produce ſaſutary Effects without the « 

' Dipotent Power of God co- operating. theretq 

it is abſolutely] neteſſury, that internal G 
$ oonld at the ſame Time acceue (te, or — 
"the Word J. that it, be immediate” 
ration of the Holy ne x Cor. iii. a 
Joh. vi. 44. Eph. i. 19. Which | On 

ration when? it eren itlelf by the Word, and 
the Word, it does indeed perform a Mir 
yet only, in reſpect of the Order for Ceureh 
Nature, but not in retpect of the aecobul 
of Grace, in which a Miracle is an extract 

vary Effect of Grace without external Men 
as 2 the Inſpiration of the Prophets and 
Soc 1 r 

| P & LXIX. We therefore name, or mk 
Mention" of the ordinary Operation of feln 
[or / ſaving] Grace, Apen the Holy Ghoſt 
curs with'the Word [of God ] and demonſtrall 
and iſplays} his Divine Power by the Won 
but we call that an extraorninary Operation of 14 
lutary Gract, when the Spirit operates ' wichol 
the Word. 9 
But fince God is wiſe F. xi.), and therefc 

| "proceeds Be E Wages and 7 as be will" t 
1 5 | «CF, F —— 918 0 
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4 9 4 
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neans do , by an Joo rat Ways: 
þ he,can. do, in an ordinary Way, and thus 
Is Miracles, u ben they are not neceflaryg's 
finitely, unworthy of his Wiſdom therefore 
04, applies Salvation to Man by the erdinary 
tion of Grace, that is, by the Concurrence f 
m and Spirit, Ila. lix: 21. Scil. 
nioly Spirit dulpoſes and enables the Soul 
ind davingly to diſcerg and undetſtand the. 
1 propoſed in the Word (ot God), excites. 
Attention and Deſire, and thus impreſſes the 
Weary Word (deeply) on the Heart, and like- 
| greatly diminiſhes, (and curbs) the violence, 
u the Affections, (and Paſſions , lo that the 
-- WS vikion of, Truth, and its Motives not only 

kc: an Equilibrium, or Equipoiſe with the car- 
Affections, but a Preponderance -alſo, and 
etly inſtect, [and allure the Will}, which taen; 
nps ill then, is @ Salutary Conviftion,  T his: 
alled. the opening of the Eyes of the Underſtand. 
„Pfl. cxix 18. The: opening the Heart, 
Eri: 'T be giving of enlightened Eyes; 
the: Unterfonding, Eph, i: 18. And here 
ii mut indoftriouſly avoid the two [fatal]. | 
WHcks: of Pelagianiſm and Enthuſiaſm, - whick 
moſt Diametrically oppoſite: to one another, 
former of which enervates [or devices] inter- 
Grace, but the latter fepudiazes, 0 ache 
”_ Mace. 
$- LXX. Becauſe God is Onnipetcitt, i it. is 
lain that the N od of his Will! 18 in irefilibie, — 
ore 
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or ſaving Grace is aloavs vis 

2 it is fun Wal of God to lad Ment 
vation by his Grate, or it js hot his Will; 
latter, that Grate is not ſalutary, - which Gt Y 
wills not to be ſufficient unte Salyatioft ; but ; 
the tormer; that Will be done,-which Gd wit 4 
ether wiſe he were not Omaiporent, ED i. 19.8 
F. LXXT.. But do not imagine, that & 
is deſtroyed by this 2. For internal G. which 
excites (and engages the Auention of te Min 
and compoſes the Affections (5. IX x.), 
ſerves to perfect, then to L:iFen or 
Liberty: — Liberty, which, as it al 
Als agreeably ta Realons offered (. li.), & 
preſuppole Underſtanding and 11. . 
therefote it is rendered more Perfect, if Light 
 Intuted in the Underſtanding: and if at the * 
Tine the violence of the Affections, (or ot t 
Paſſions) is curbed. When the. Bands woul 
about the Eyes of a Man are taken of, and ü | 
Hands — with Chains; are made foole, 1 þ 
Liberty thereby be taken away from him ? Wil 
not rather Liberty be reſtored to him? 
vs LXXII. To acertan the Limits of Nat! 
and Grace, is indeed highly profitable in ff 
Examinatiog of ones felt, and in order to a co 
friouſneſs of Salvafion, (i. e. to be conſcic b 
that we are in a State of Grace,) but it i 1 
4 difficult Taſk. We will ſnevertheleſs,] # 
temt ſome Thing concerning this difficult Mw 
fer: Nateie,” in as much as it is cotally r 
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'Y by ey A 7, the wrong y 
Us. TS . tends to chat, ch 15 Evil, 51 8 
In. J. is 
1.5: fo far 2s it is led by Wond Reaſon and 
WE remaining Sparks of the divine Image, can 
ee, at leaſt m ſome Manner, look up to God 
me Creator and Preſerver, and for the Prefers 


on of the homan Society ſtudy Juſtice, and 
Sm the Motive of Self-intereſt, or private Ad- 
age and Tranquilliry(or Peace of Conſcience) 
Wrform Duties of exterior Honeſty ; but ſinee 

4 theſe Things (only) flow from the Source and 
untain of Self- love, (Philautia, ) internal (and 
or * inte reſted)· Honeſty (i. e. true Piery)is yet 
eing. Nature, when it is excited by external 
al a 4 common Grice, tan indeed admire the Grace 
4 ered in the Golpel as 4 new. and unheard of 
a f hing, and be inflamed with ſome defire at leaſt” 
eat alarmed and even Thunder-ſtruck with 


the agreableneſs of this good Tiding'; be 


cafionly, or at Times reſolve to practiſe Piety, 


o ulent) Affections rage (and ruſh in upon him 


y dwindle away into nothing. Matth. Xi. 20. 
It. 22. Mark. vi. 20. Heb. vi. 4 8. 


ſince 


— 


e Terror ot dwine Vengeance, and therefore 
cet here (in all this) Man does not reſpect, or 
ys no regard to the Glory of God, but his on 
08 dvantage; therefore when his tumultuos (tur- 
it ich Violence), he 3 reſiſt, and all (His for- 
a 3 er Reſolutions) immediately vahiſh, and utter- 


$ LXXIII. 0 and 18538 2 
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 Mnce it curbs and . * A ffections ang acl 
aſſions (5. Ixix.), raiſes him from the pety 
Sphere ot perverſe Self- love, to a due Reſpe&t 
the Deity, (or to the truc Love of God), and 
moſt Sweetly inſtills (and as it were 1mpercepub| 
ipfoſcs) into him an earneſt and moſt cordial De 
fire. to promote and diſpiay the Glory of G0 
moſt illuſtriouſly. Then Man 1s earneſtly ben 
upon the full diſcharge of all incumbent Duties 
and practiſes Virtue, not only becauſe. it is advan 
tageous and profitable, but moſt principally i 
the End, that he may (offer up and) render u 
the —Gairely good God, who firſt manifeſted (and 
confirmed) to him the. moſt tender Love, a trul 
grateful Mind; that he may give the due Praiſe 

. to his-moſt loving and compaſſionate) Redeem 


; his (infinitely, dolorous} Paſſion of the Crols © 
with which he has.ſtruggled to an Agony, yta, eva 
unto Death itſelf, and overcome moſt glorioufly; pe 


and allo that he may not render himſelf unworth 
of the Inhahitation, or Indweliing of the Hol) 
| Ghoſt, when, therefore, that ſacred Motive and 
Purpoſe {or Intention] of glorifying God in % 
us) Chriſt occupies, or poſſeſſes, governs, prompt 
and urges the Soul, then we muſt hold that i 
is adorned with, and made the true Subject ol 
the real ſpiritual Life, which is produced bj 


_ Converſion in the Soul, and we believe that 
. this | Nature is 1 through Grace. 7 


$. LXXIV. In order that 0 might forgin 
us our. Sins his Juſtice exacted a ll Salis 
Ig faction 


profit ue, unleſs it he imputed to us, or becomes 
Jurs 3 but it cannot become ours but by Faith, 

by which (i. e. by Faith) we do eagerly. re- 
tive the Teſtimony of God, Job. ini. 3. and 
by a panting and moſt paſſionate Defire 
and Love embrace a whole J-ſus as the only 
Means of our Deliverance Jeb. i. 12. Hence 
we agree and give our Aſſent to thoſe Things, 


and Neceſſity of Faith, is maniteſt. 
F. LXXV. Therefore natural Faith, which 


Reaſon, becauſe 1 it has not the expreſs Declara- 
tion of God 545 its Baſis and N 0 * is 2 


1 LXXVI, If we 45. by a true Faith! make 


fiſts in ſuffering the Pain, and Obſervance of 
the Law (F. IX.), our own, then God in full 
conſiſtency with his Juſtice forgives us our Sins, 
and grants us a Right and Title to eternal Life. 


by Faith the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt becomes 

ours, and is imputed to us by God as our own, 

Rom. i. 28. Gal. ii. 16. 

Indeed God does not accept of cur ew the 
ny 8 Place 


L 35 | 
action (F. lix), bat” ins 5 Satisfaction can not 


which Chriſt has pertormeg, and (alſo) to the | 
Imputation of them. Hence both preg Nature . 


may be produced from the right Uſe of 


the vicarious Satisfaction 3 Chriſt, which con- 


' And thus it becomes our Ji ification, ſo that 


j 
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Place or Stead of 1 Richrcouſnefs ; forſ 
be would deny his own Righetoufneſs'($. . 
But Faith is the Inſtrument embracing the Merit 
of Chriſt, or the Bond uniting us cloſely or mol 
intimately to our Sponſor or Surety. This Doc 
Crine ot Juſtification is that moſt. holy [and in- 
finitely precious] Jewel of our Religion, re, 
ſtoring Peace to the. Conſcience, and diſpelling 
the Terrors of Death and Judgment, bringing 
all the Giory to God alone, and incites us to the 
moſt fervent Love of God and Chriſt. 
F. LXXVII. God by Reaſon bf his tranſcen- 
dent Periections and Benefits conferred and be: 
Kowed. is to be donqured and ſerved by Mag 
'$. cv.), But fince God has moſt greatly diſs 
ayed his infinite Perfection in the. Work of Re. 
temption, and loved us ſo, that he delivered up 
is only begotten Son to an infinitely violen 
Death [even the Death of the Croſs,],but now 
from mere Grace for the ſake of the Merit of 
Chriſt forgives us all our Sins, and grants us 
Right and Title to eternal Lite, who ſees not 
(1 beleech. you.) bat ſuch a Ged is to be loui 
moſt ardently indeed, to be honoured with all (pot 
nble) Worſhip and Obedience, and to be praiſed.aul 
adored with a moſt grateful Mind for ſuch (in: 
. Fimitely) great Benefits? A Deſire and Endes- 
vour to perform Deeds to the Glory of God 
and Chriſt, eſpecially from the Conſideration, and 
moſt cogent Motive of the grand Work of (eter 


nal) Redemption, we call Sanity or Holineſs. . 
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5. LXXVIII. kt N or Deeds « o 
lte the Service or Worſhip of God, which is 
icher internal, or external: For ſince. we are all. 
ſo much obligated to God, it behaves us to 
onour him in b Nauner a. cit as * 
poſſibly can. 1 

Internally the pious. Mind looks up to Go 
reverences,, adores, loves him, and. 5 
"g in him, &c. Externally ſuch Deeds of thie Body. 
are performed,. which diſcover and manifeſt the 
Internal Devotion of the Soul or Mind, and ex⸗ 
ibit ineitements to others. to hogdur Cod. Ta 
this the public. Aſſemblies do moſt principally 
rent. and the Deſtination or Appointment] 

a certain . for blic Worſhip as was the 
Jewiſh. Sabbath: "whic h ſome Things are of 
int GI and 8 Right; lame ceremonial z 
to the latter Kind (of Things) we refer preciſely 
the ſeventh Day, and the rigid Qmiſſion ot all 
Labour; but to the former, that ſome Time is 
> by deſtinated to God only. 1 his, was not 
altog d der unknown unto the Gentiles, hence 
their. Niva! Days. 

5. LY IX. - When God zu lime; any Thiog, 
be enjoinsNgnd determines ſome. Action 3 there 
fore every d Ne Inſtitution is deſervedly deemed 
or held. to be Maw; for which Reaſon it is 


— 


riginal inſtitution of Matrimony that all ſimulta- 
neous Polygamy, Inceſt, Adulterics, Whoredom, 


ks W 49 Dare, — oy 8 
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juſtly inferred from the Primevous, or the O- 
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And that the ſacredotal Benediction or the Cop 


ſecration of thoſe newly joined in Wedlock in the 
Preſence, of the Church to be adminiſtred hy the 
Paſtor is agreeable. to the Example "of God, 
And we hold that if it is not eſſential to the con: 
Jugal State, as ſuch, yet that it belongs to, the 
Eſfence of an honeſt and Chriſtian Marriage. 
& LXXX. Becauſe the Service of God con. 
ſiſts in Actions which we perigrm trom the In. 
tuition, and Motive of the Divine Perte tions 
( xv. ), and with Chriſtians maſt eſ;ecially from 
the motive of the Deliverance effected and pro- 
cured by Cbriſt (F. xx vi), but Intuition aud. Mo- 
tive do both ſuppoſe an Underſtanding and Will, 
(therefore) the external Service ſeperated from th 
F internal Service Profits little or nothing, it is good 
| for nothing art all,), yea, it cannsl even be hs 
exy Service at all, Iſa. i. 11. Matt. xv. * 
1. Tim. iv. 8. What will theſe” "anſwer, o ſay, 
who place the principle Part of the divine N 
in external Actions, in the performed Work ? ? 
| opere operato?) * | xe 
| J. LXXXI. God is infinitely Perfctt (8 101 # 
[ therefore he cannot be rendered more happy 
through the Actions, by which we ſerve him 7. 
we are in Duty bound to perform thoſe Action, 
or. Deeds becauſe they are founded in the erer- 
nal Law ſof Nature], and in our own Felicity 
($.xvi, xvii.), therefore we are obligated to d0 
them ; finally we cannot perform them by out 
own Poyers, or Strength, beogule all dere to. m 
. -- M te ly 


4 

tally corrupt, we are e of Grace ($.1viii. *. 
therefore we can merit nothing by. our own Deeds 
or Aftions + ** Merit,“ taken in the moſt rigid 
Senſe. of the Term, is the, Right of .challeng- 
„ing the compenſation, due to the Work, which 
« js performed withour: an Obligation and by 
&« ones ownPowers orStrength, and out of which 
« ſome Advantage accrues or flows to another, 


I But if by the Word merit nothing more is ex- 
"Wl pected or underſtood than the [bare} Connection 
i berween Works and [their] Reward, in that we 
WH concur in Sentiment, [viz ] that by Realon of 
the Favour of the Rewarder, there [really] is Tuch 
U Connection; but then the merit is taken in 4 
1 Senſe highly improper and by no means ſtrong. 


Let us, I brieech you, attribute all g 
0 Things wholly and altogether to Grace, nor ob- 
ſtinately inſiſt on ſuch Terms or Phraſes, which 


May excite and convey falſe Notions to illite- 
rate Perſons. 


0 8. LXXXII. It is the Language both of Ex- 
reiience and Scripture, that our Holineſs in this 
3 Life is imperfect, and that it is continually 1 inter- 
P) rupted [ in its growth] by Sins, I/ a. xxx. 1. 
b. i. 8. Therefore we have Need of daily Re- 
novation and Penitence. OY : 
1 (True) Penitence, beſides other Thi ings, alſo 
I includes in it a Confeſſion of Sin, which is 
00 indeed above all to be made before God with 
[Supplication] and Prayers, but alſo in Caſes of 
More e grievous Sins may and ought to be made 
ro 


— a 4 8 , * I. 


m W 
t61 the Unniner of * "EAI He w NE 
ellef for a vurkheded, or ey diſtreſſed Cas - 
Kience, * „ nl | 
The andient- Cburch required a pubſic Tay he 
fefficn, eſpecially from tho 25554 ai Wen 


dver to the Religion of the Gentiles. Bur ſlick; 
Confe ffion as now obtains among e Rotmem 
is ukrowri both ro "Se: and” to pur 
Anti quity. 

IX XIII. See it is bor FOE) Daß 
Always to remember the Sufferings 4hd Bene 
of Chrift with a moſt grateful Mind ($. IX 
| and therefore to recover them to, and reed 
| Them into the Memory, ir #s neceſſary 7 yl 

ave external Signs or Ceremonies; ge 
Memory is excited, at the fame 7 "Pal 

corrobrated or ſtrengthened, if theſe producer 
thoughts, which according ro the Inſtitution the! 
ought, they ure good; but if by their Aid if 
Mind is not led to that which it ought to be le 
they are fruitlefs. 
F. LXXXIV. Since the Sacraments areſh I 
Eikemones inſtituted by God, as recall to 1 0 . 
the Memory of the Beach of Chriſt, and a 
the Promiſes of God to Belieyers, it + 
that as the Elements and external Atts, only 

' t&in in themſelves no more then u moral Powver | 
' fixnify, and ſeal, but chat the internal go 
Things ſignified, contain in themſelves, or bay 
4 pH cal er natural Efficary to produce Ref 
ration and Sanctification, This "TM 0 

; _ ature 
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ends a the PR... char they 1 dend 
timately or cloſely conſociate or join together 
he intetnal and external * but not confound 
ben. 

8. LXXXV. 7 bers are two ſacb agent 
"der the New Teſtament, viz, Baptiſm, and 

Holy- Supper; nor is there any Need of more: he 
auſe that in order to obtain Salvation, the ſpiri 

— Lite is ol to be produced. and * 1 


n | -Chriſt did not ſo much new] 1 
py | Snfticute the external Rites of the 
bo Sacraments, as he took. them from Judaiſm with 


ome Alteration and joined them to his own. Diſ- 
oline (or Doctrine, ] viz: he took Baptiſm from 
be « Baptiſm. of the Proſelytes; but the Holy- 
1 5 dupper from the Paſchal Rites, and this with I 
10 oft wiſe ( and: moſt ; gracious) Deſign, that the 
ouls of the Jews might be ſo much the more 
llured to embrace C hriſtianity; From that Rite, 
y which the Jews called the Paſchal Lamb, we 
ay ſolidly infet the. Senſe of the Words of. 
rift: Tauto eſti to Soma mom ( This. is my Body.) 
F. LXXXVI. Since therefore the Power, 
or Efficacy) of che Sacraments is only; moral, 
and that by (Virtue of ) Chriſt's Inſtirution 
F Kxxxiv. ), the Efficacy of the Sacraments can not 
gepend on the good Intent ion of the Adminiſtrator. 
he Papiſts, WhO hold this, cannot he certain, 
hat they are really baptiſed and Chriſtians; or 
bat chere is yet in this preſent Day, . lawful. 
Pope, 28 and: Prieſtʒ yea; it oughi to be 
ure G matter, 


lo und Orięin is owirg to worle, more inconſi 
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matter of Doubt Roa beben Chrlti 
iſelt n Hot periſhed, „ 
And ſince the Papifts can not have a cen 
Pe:tvaſicn of the ꝑcrum e Ordination and g 
Irtertion of any Prieſt, ((or who can poſſit 
ki ow certainly the Heart of arother, ex 
tht omniſcient God orly;) I ſay; this being raj 
ſeſt iy true, the Papiſts muſt always, even 
ding to their un Principles, be areadfully 4 
I ols, anc: utterly uncertajn whether: they: d 
commit borrid Idolatry in the EMH, "2 
S. IL XXXVI. The Nature of the Sacramet 
conſiſts in ſignifying and confirming \($.\xxxiy 
there tore they are net converted into the Thingh 
- nified itſelf, therefore the Dogma, or DebBarint 
Franſubſtantiation takes away, or utter /y den 
their Nature: Moreover it deſtroys the t 
TPruths, is contrary to Reaſon, makes the-. 
© deceive us, diffolves the Analogy of Faithull | 
verts the very Foundation of Religion, an 
in the moſt direct Way to Pvtrhopiſm, of 
'. (verfa} Doubt, and is the Triumph! of Athen 
Anſomuch that there never was à greater | 
- honour to the iChriſtian Religion, and that 
Wonder, that this moſt monſtrous Hype 
is, about ding with very mary Cantracigh 
has ever been made and detendtd by rat 
ter, not to ſay that it ſhould have crept 
- theChriſtan: World; but its inauſpicious ( B 


ble and barbarous Ages, 


773 $06 
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8. LXXXVIII. abe from Eternity 
lected ſome Perſons unto Salvation (5. Xxxix), 
od applies Grace to them in Time, and indeed 
doth externally and internally (F. Ixviii.). | 
Nov if theſe Elect are conſidered jointly. both 

n and throughout all Time, and as dilperſed 
pver all the Earth, yet as united both to one 
another, and to Chriſt by Faith, therce ariſes 
the Conſideration [or Idea] of a Church and 
particularly the internal and invigble Church, 
But if ' they be conſidered, in as far as they pro- 
miſcuouſly hęar the Word ot God with others, 
and as they have the ſame external Service with 
otders, thence. ariſes or proceeds the external and 
vifible Church. Therefore, the internal and in- 
vi/ible Church is the whole Aſſembly of the E- 
lect, and Believers, who are not only called by 
the Word, but alſo by the Spirit; and this is 
pe hols, and catholic Church, But the external 
Church is a Sociecy of thoſe, who called by the 
Vord, profels the ſame Doctrine, and the ſame - 
Service {or Worſhip And frem therce ariſe 
many particular C hurehes, according to Wan 
ferences of Fimes and. Places. 

$. LXXXIX. Man cannot come coin into 
the Favour of God but by the Mediator (F. lx. 
Ix ), and only become a. Partaker of the Righ- 
teouſne is of the Suerity by Faith (S. Ixxiv.) ; nor 
can Man receive. Faith and Converſion, unleſs 
the Grace. of the Holy Spirit accedes (F.1xviii.)3 
tt is therefore certain, that the Believers of the 


re- 
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preceding (Economies, as Members oy the er 
. Charch, have been reconciled to God only by 
Chtitt, have been juſtified by Faith, e 
85 in and fanctified by the Grant: of the Hol 

hoſt: As, xv. 11. Heb. xiit, $. Gen. xv; . 
Pſal. exliii. 10. Although accotding to the dim 
ferent Nature of the Economies [or Di 
Kions,] the Meaſure of Grace might be on 
Time more ſcarce, and another Time ne 
Plentiful. ee 

$. XC. | Futthermare , Sings emen Sign or 
and Ceremonies are neceſſaryp for a continual N 
1 of Chriſt and his Death (F. Ixxxii. q 

erefore alſo; luch kind ot Signs were neee ir 
ſary for the Believers under he: - Promiſe a 
Liv. And ſuch were the Sacraments end 
Sacrifices, eſpecially the' bloody (Sacrifice) : "W 
which as by ſo many Repreſentations they coul 
by Faith exhibit to themſelves the future Meſſabi 
we therefore make no Doubt, but that the 
Ni of them | is to be derived from Wein 

itution. * 

* $. XCI. Since the Church 18 pros by the 
Word of God (5. Ixxxvin.), that muſt be thete 
Church, in which the prenc hing of the Word e 

Ged is beard in its Purity, and in which God's 
*vorlbiped in a decent Made e 10 the Rat 
. in Scripture. 

For which Reaſon there is no other Not Bi 
Mark or Criterion of the true Church no 4 
Ay beſides A r to Scripture 1 

, = Von 


6. \ _ 


ac: 


Doctrine and deb W. War Service. Ihe 
ery many Notes, or . ch the | 
ledge, they are found to be ſuch, that 45 
bey cannot be attributed. to the Church of 
Rome; and partly that they are rather to be ter- 
med ipurigus Pelliatives. [chan genuine Marks. ] 
$. XCII. If any particular Church be depra- 
ed to ſuch a Degree, that it can no longer be 
alled a true Church by Reaſon of the. Corrups» 
tion of Doctrine in Edencials and alſo by Rea- 
ſon of the Idolatry of the Worſhip and Service 
($.xci.), and when there is Danger of [ loſing} ! 
Salvation in it, -then verily thoſe, who are de- 
ſirous of Truth, and their own Salvation, have 
a ſufficient Reafon, to go out of the Commu- 
ion of ſuch a Society for Church, ] and to cut 
of, and purge out again thoſe Things which 
ignorance, Superſtition and a violent Deſire of 
jording it over others, had introduced [ into the 
Church,] and to reform and reſtore Religion ta 
Its primitive State of Purity. When our bleſſed 
Reformers did this, we judge they did it God 
eading them, inſomuch that it is a moſt ſcur- 
rilous-as well as moſt injurious Invective to tra- 
duce and calumniate them as Scbiſmatics, on this 
Account. 

F. CXIII. The Church is a Society (Crrviil bs 
herefore it is neceſſary that there be Order in it. 
But Order requires Regimen, and Governors. 
The principle Regimen, or Government does in- 


0 jd 0 to Chi, Who the moſt. ſupreme. 7 
Ute King | 


* * 
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drawing themſelves from ſecular Power, (or At 


King and Head Ae Epb. i. 22. 00 
i. F But ſince the Church is alfo external 20 
viſible, it ſtands in Need of an external ant 
miniſtrant Regimen or Direction, ſuch as Chiil 
delegared after the Apoſtles and Evangelift t 
the Paſtors and Teachers, Epb. iv. 11. These 
therefore, who under the Pretext of Chriſti 
Liberty, withdraw themſelves from br retuſe i 
ſubmit, to ſuch a kind of Church Government, 
expoſe the Peace and Security of the Church t 
huge Danger, and are deſervedly blamed as Fr 
vourers and Promoters of Diſorder or Confuſion 
FS. XCIV. But on the contrary, they, whi 

convert Church Government as it 'were into { 
worldly Kingdom (or Empire), they, who with 


thority), place (or erett) an Empire in an Em 
pire, they, who conſtitute an external monarely 
cal Government of the Church endued as 
ſuppoſe with divine Authority, they trul w 
conſult the Salvation [or the Good and Safer) 
the Church, and they alſo act againſt ths: 
crees of the ſupreme Ruler, Matt. xx. 26. Lak 
xxii. 25, 26. and contrary to the ancient Sti 
of the Church, which was perfectly ignorant d 
that Species of monarchical Government, eva 
to the Time of the impious Phoca, 
FS. XCV. Peradventure the Lot or [differen 
State of Popery may be not illy dehneated it 
the following manner: Superſt ition. daily. gain 
vg Strength, generated, or begot it, the pc 
: yok 


dous and Aude = WP the e 5 
cliting Lat the, ame Time], the, daily growing 
\;ubition, and; Degeneration of Church Govern» 
wy nouriſhed. and educated it, Ignorance and 
Baibarity. advanced. it io full Age, and the very 
Summit of Power, But by the Grace of God 
the returning Studies and Teachers and Preachers 
of the Diyme Word, have reduced it to a de- 
crepit Age. (ile. weakened bopery.7 

$. XCVI. That the Soul is ia and that 
after this Liſe will be a Compenſation of good and 
evil Actions. according to the Rigour of divine 
Juſtice, Reaſon zeaches, (F. xcil.) and Scripture 
juily .confirars, . Zccl.. xil. 7. Matt x. 28. 

Since therefore there is a tuture Place, not only for 
Rewards, but alſo for Puniſhments, they commit 
a great Error, who ſay that the Souls of the Wicked 
will be utterly annihilated, Nor is it agreable to the 
Wiſdom ol God, that he ſhould utterly anni- 
hilate his own. Work. 

F. XCVII. it the Soul of an Elect Man has 
made che moſt perfect Rightzouſnels of . Chriſt 
his own by embracing it through Faith (F. Ixxiv.), 
if God aſſo has imputed this Righteouſaels to 
him, and of Courte pardoned him all his Sins, 
and preſented him with the Right and Title of 
eternal Life (§. Ixxvi.), Why ſhould the Soul 
after Death yet ſuffer ſome Penalties of Sin? 
why now already entierly purged by Juſtification, 
fo-uld it need a further Purgation? We cheriſh 

a better Hope trom Sctipture, Luk. Xxill. 4.3, 
2. Cor, 


NI oy We fe 155 * 
1 ue he. cl bt aft TM Bodies"; "and." he 


ec [ae Tea: of God. 1. Cor, vi. 


"i Scripture” in expreſs Terms, Job, xix. 4 
6. 7b v.13. 106... 1.0. Xv., 54. 

The Pifficulties which are wont to be raiſed 
gainſt: the Reſurrection of the ſame Bodies, 


emoyed according to (or 5 the Hy ypotheſis 
fa certain original Subſtance, [the effential Part 
t the Body,] which Philoſophers, from actual 
pere made have found (to be) 1 Incof- 
uptible. . 

$. XC 3 Since God Created the Cickis 
Peel the rational , Creature, to the Praife 
F his own Glory, and therefore at firſt gave 
im ſuck Gifts both of Soul and Body, by 
hich he might. be apt, or able to glorify 80 


5 for this by Sin (§. Ivii. ), but how by the 
efits of Chriſt ($. Ix ), and by the Operation 
o the Holy Spirit (5. kran) reſtored, bur 
his Reſtitution, is not abſolutely. compleated 
$.\1xxxii.(, it remains, that Ged will conſummate, 
perfect his Work in the Heavens, and "that. 


2 A faculties (and Powers ) of glorify: 


ng Him, 
H And 


oly Ghaſt alſo makes the Bodies ok 


15 T9. Rem. Ini. 11. Therefore. it is af- 


iz. ſuch as are taken from Maneaters, and the | 
ontinual Effluxion of Particles, may be. eaſily 


xlix); and ſince after that Man is rendered 


be will ſurniſh and adern his ' Elle, with the” 


And flnce Plealife "> ROM the lptuß k 
Knowledge of Perfection, we d believe nn . 
the future celeftial Beautituds, or Happineſs 1 
conſiſt in a continual Pleaſure (erifing) from | 
Senſe of perfection, which Pleaſure” will -be 
great as the Creature is capable pl. 
We do therefore (earneſtly) expect wich 
true Belivers a diſtinct, (clear) and complete | 
Jumination of our Underſtanding in the Co 
templation of the Face of God, and his admi 
ble Perfections, and Works ; hkewiſe a me 
Jacred Ardour of the Will, amd all the me 
Affections; We hope for a moſt ſweet Re 
and Delight of Conſcience in the (moſt inefft 
bly bliſsful) Communion of [or with] Got 
| and thus the moſt ſweet [the moſt exact, the md 
= perfect poſſible] Harmony of. all the F 
J ties [and Powers of the Soul and Body] 
| celebrating the Glory of the moſt. Juprer 
Divine Being,  P/al. xvi. 11. Jeb. 1. 
38. C. Since the Juſtice of God moſt wild 
obſerves the Connexion (that ſubſiſts) betwee 
good Deeds and Rewards, and evil Dec 
and Penalties (.xiii.), it ſeems moſt high 
Juitable te him, that there be in the World | 
gome different Degrees of Gliry, and differ 
egrees of Punifbment, Yet i; there not a 
Imperfection of Happineſs to be feared ne 
ther: For every Veſſel will be filled wi 
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AY _ Uncrened, "En wrt 
True, Omnipotent, Ilſufficient, in- 
finitely. Great, infinitely Geod, and 
. moſt tranſcendently e IEH O- 
AH, be graciouſly pleaſed to do for, ank 
give to this Auditory, now in a ſolemn Man: 
er convened, exceeding . abundantly above xe 
hat- we aſk er ibink; for the Sake of the 
afinitely meritorious. Paſſion, and abſolutely; | 

perfet Attonement of his moſt dearly be- 
oved Son our Lorp and SAvious, : JESUS EX 

HRIST, only to the Honour, Glory, and 
raiſe of his own great Name, which is exalieÞ 
above all Bleſſing. and Praiſe. AMEN! — 
Of Him, and throuph' Him, and 10 Him ar 


r N be Glory fot evg. Amen 
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This moſt} mpeg Leon: occurs "Rom: why 
5 (1) By all Things, which are here ſaid 90 
, through and to Him, that is, to God, 
' may in general pn wg; not only the ete 
mal, immutable, divinely wiſe, very beſt a 
moſt perfect poſſible Decree of God ; but 2 
the Execution of the ſame in the Creation, 
everlaſting Conſervation and Goverment! of-4 
Things for the Manifeftation of his own Gloy 
I ſay, Everlaſting Conſervation and Gove 
ment of all Things, or of all Creatures: F 
that the Divine Providence is exerciſed eterna 
in the Execution of the Divine Decree, 2 
everlaſting Heaven, an everlaſting Hell, not i 
ſay, Reaſon, Scripture, the Attributes and ve 
Nature of God, all render inconteſtibly a 
moſt infallibly certain. Moſt admirable, mol 
pertect, moſt holy, moſt divine Decree ! An 
how moſt amazing to reflect, that whateve 
Has been, whatever is, and whatever ſhall | 
even throughout all the Ages of a 'nevel 
never ending Eternity, ſhould have been 
therein fort ordained, immutably fixed, © ani 
conſequently foreſeen by the moſt bleſſed Gol 
even from all .ternity ! | 
(2) But more particularly, By All T hingt 
we underitand all Creatures without any Ex 
ceprion whatſoever, which conſtitute the reg 
Jar, harmonious, beautiful,, grand, gloriou 
and molt p:rte& poſſivls Syſtem of Heave 
and E arth, or of the whole Univerſe, No 


"my 
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25 5 ( | an 
zen the A file affirms 3 all theſe Thinks - 5 
of God, he evidently teaches us, that Goh 


rtainly the Bible frequently attributes tha 
eat Work of Creation to the Almighty God. 
the Beginning, ſays the facred, and moſt 
cient of all Hiſtorographers, Moſes. In the 
beginning God created the Heavens, and the 
arth. Gen. i. 1. 25 

But ſince the eternal God intended, or deligned | 
y and in the Creature. or the grand Univerſe, J..' 
0 manifeſt, and diſplay his infinite Greatneſs 
ind moſt divine Excellency to rational Crea- 
ures ; and as this grand Intention could not be 
Farried into Execution, nor this glorieus Deſign, + 
and moſt Supreme End of all Things, fully 
compaſſed, unleſs God conſtantly preſerved, \ 
ſupported and governed all Things : For ſo the 
deep Wiſdom, great Power, and infinite Good- 
neſs of God could not be duly contemplated by 
intelligent Beings in the Univerſe, that perfect 
and moſt Glorious Mirror of the Divine Per- 


infinite Glories of the Moſt Supreme Being; 
I ſay, from theſe important and moſt weighty 
Conſiderations, it became abſolutely and indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary, that God, by his wiſe and 
powerful Providence, ſhould alſo ſupport, keep. 
direct, govern and over-rule All T hings. And 
this, witkout all peradventure, is the true Rea- 


{on my the Apo 8 that all 2M are 
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the omnipotent Creator of the Univerſez.. K 


fections; yea, that eternal Monument of all the 


1 


N 


( ) 
1 Hin „he God 4 all — 
Frovidence, or by the Nod of his Omgipote 
is moſt indubitably certain from the Come 
_ Teſtimony of the Elders, See Rev. Wo"! 
10, 11. , The Four and Twenty Elders fall ert 
Before Him that Jat on the Throne, and war th 
Him that liveth for ever and ever, and cal H But 


eff 


Crowns before the Throne, ſaying, thow art a * 
thy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, offi 1 \ 
Power : For thou haſt created all Things, and ov 
by Pleaſure they are, and | were crediedl. Neis 
. Moſt certainly, that God is the Creator, S B. 


rs 
e 1 
s | 


Porter, Preſerver and Governor of All * 
or of the whole Uniyerſe, is abundently n 
feſt from the abſolute Omnipotence & 1 
Will, by which he does all Things. For ſay 
poſe the Deity ſhould will that innumerab 
Millions of Millions of Globes, and each te 
thouſand Times larger than the terraqueou 
Globe we inhabit, ſhould be immediately creas 
ted, or produced from Nothing; lo! They 
would all be conſtrained to exiſt, and appear, 
by Reaſon of the irrefiſtable Power of his 
Will. Suppoſe, furthermore, that the Deity 
were pleaſed, that all this great Number of moſt 
enormouſly vaſt Spheres, ſhould move in cer- 
tain Orbits with a Degree of Celerity, far outs 
{tripping that of a Cannon Ball for a certain 
limited Space of Time; and that they ſhould W 
chen all be utterly annihilated ; behold al 1 A 
a 


e and effected by the ſame molt abf [ 

nipotence of the Divine Will! Flores it 
ertain, that whatever God Wills coneern- 
the Univerſe, that now exifts, muſt be done.” 
But it does not only manifeſtly Nee oY 
> abſolute Omnipotence of the Deity, th 

Things are governed and over- ruled by the 
ovidence of God, but alfo from many ex- 
eſs Texts of this moſt Holy Bible, but ſtudious 


rs Dan. iv. 34. All the Inhabitants of the Earth | 
e reputed as nothing: and be dotth according to 
s Will in ibe Army of Heaven, and amon 
e Inhabitants of, the Earth : and none can ſtay 
Hand, or ſay unto bim, what doeſt thou? © 
But fince God is not only wiſe, but the ver; 
erfection of Wiſdom itſelf, He muſt. mo 
rtainly have had a certain ultimate, and m 


me by the Creation, Conſervation, and mo 


he very higheſt, very greateſt, and oſt” 
rreat Name! Moſt certainly All 7 hings are 
lory of God. Hence the wiſeſt of all mere 


| for 


Breviety, [ ſhall cite but one only, which oc< 


upreme End in View, not only in his moft 
erfe&t Decree, but alſoin the Execution of the 


upreme Direction of All Things. And what 
nd can this poſſibly be, I beſeech you, 12 
perfect 


Subordinate to, and concentef ultimately in the 


en, Solomon affirms, that The Lord hath 
ade alt Things for himſelf. yea, even the Wicked _ 


eſfaly arid melt 0 „ eden eopelt at 0 


* : 


doſſible Honour, Praiſe and Glory of bs own - 


"+ 


Ver the Day of Evil. Prov. Xvi. 4˙ Andi 
is without doubt the real Reaſon why. Pa 
\ finally ſuperadds, and roundly avers, that 
Things are To Him: To whom be, Glory, 
ever and ever, Amen! an 
* Surely, Auditors, if we do attentively « conte 
plate the Decree, or God's internal Work, ic; 
— with the Execution of the ſame by Cry 
tion and Providence, or God's external Wal 
An a Word, if we do wiſely and duely fun er 
the general Economy of God, both in, 
Kingdom of Nature and Grace, and alſo ti 
exact, perfect, ſweet, univerſal, eternal and mi v 
glorious Harmony of AUT hings, we will cleat 
perceive, and be conſtrained to acknowledy 
the infinite Greatneſs, and moſt Supreme Pri te 
' worthyneſs of JEHOVAH, and at the ſan 
Time to adopt, with the very utmoſt Cordi 
| Itty, the ſublime Doxology of our inrapturc; 
royal Poet, crying; Great is ihe Lord, a 
13 greatly to be praiſed. 
= In the preceding Context the Pſalmiſt h 
1% teſtified bis ſincere Intention to glorify Ga 
both in Time and Eternity, ſaying; 7 will a 
rol thee, O my God, thou King; and I will bl 
ry Name for ever and ever. Every Day wil 
T bleſs thee z and I will praiſe thy Na 2 ey 
and ever. The Reaſon, Motive and Proprieq 
of this his Conduct, are given, and found in out 
Text : Great W 0 L and greatly to 


rai ed, 
l 4 :T heſe 
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Theſe Ih, but L IOC * coin! | 
prehend in them, the only true and ſolid Baſis, 
* with the whole Practice of the pure 
unſpotted Religion, or moſt reaſonable 
Service of God. Inſomuch that the Words of 
de our Text conſtitute a moſt elegant, and complete 
oo Summary of genuine Theology, both Theore- 
tical and Practical. 
And to the End that we may be the better 
enabled to frame unto ourſelves more diſtinct 


ö chis comprehenſive and moſt glorious Sobject, | 
no we will take particular Notice of two general 
call Heads, into which the ſame may -be moſt na- 
turally divided; viz. we will conſider, and at- 
"Mpc to explain Ln 

I. Firſt, the grand Object. 

II. Secondly, the Exerciſe demanded con- 
cerning the ſame, 


it Everlaſting: Adake us 10 underſtand then, : 
and we ſhall live. Amen! 
1. Firſt. then, the great Object, concerni 7 
i ich the Pſalmiſt makes mention, is the 
on the original Text we find the Name Jebo- 
rab, that is, Being, or He, who ſhall be: 
ar or "this Name is derived from the verb HA- | 
rie AH, to be. So that the Name Jehovah 
\ ouWGonifics that uncreated, eternal, every Way per- 
ec, and moſt ſupreme Being of God, who has 
The Cauſe and Realon gf his own Exiſtence in 
| B : himſelf 


Ideas, and enter more deeply into the Spirit of 95 


O Lord the Righteouſneſs of thy Teflimanies _ | 
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himſelf d not tin any Thing without, kinaſe 


their Exiſtence. This Name JEHOVAH alſo 
teaches us, that God will keep his Covenant, 


ſolute Verification of all the Promiſes and Me- 


Rev. i. 8 


bat is my Name : And my Glory will I not give 


That Men may know that thou, whoſe Name 


vah) GREAT. 


in general to underſtand the abſolute infinitude 
of all the Divine Attributes and Perfections. 
Or it is that far more exceeding and eternal 


KW - * 
1 * 


From chis infinite Being all Creatures / defive 


made with Man. inviolate for ever by an ab- 


naces of the ſame. In a Word, JEHOVAH, 
is that infinitely excellent, eternal, and molt tre- 
mendous Spirit, even the Lord. who 13, and 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty, 


And as JEHOVAH, here tranſlated by che 
Word LORD is the greateſt and moſt glori- 
ous Name of the infinite and eternal Godhead, 


it is not to be given to any Creature. There- 
fore the Lord himſelf ſays: Tam FEHOV AH, 


10 another, neither my Praiſe to graven Images. 
Iſa. xlii 6. Wherefore the Pſalmiſt alſo ſays; 


alone is JEHOVAH, art the Moſt High over 
all tbe Earth. Pſal. lxxxiii. 18. 

No Wonder, then, that the Royal and moſt 
Feet Singer of Iſrael 3 Him (Jeho- 


By the GREATNESS of Jebovab, we are, 


Weight of God's Glory, by reaſon - of which 
he in Infinitely more than worthy of * — 
rai 


Is 2 
Praiſe, Homage and is from all Creatures z 8 
Yea! by Reaſon of which he is infinitely ex- 
alted, being the Moſt High God, even above all 
Fieſſing ang Praiſe. Thus it is explained to us, 
e Dent. v. 21. Where Moſes informs us, that 
the People bad ſaid: Behold the Lord our Gd. 
ash ſbewed us bis Glory, and bit Greatneſs. © 
King David gives-us the very ſame Expoſition, - | 
ſaying ; Thine, O Lord, is the Greatneſs, ans 
the Power, and the Glory, and the Vifgory, and; 
tbe Majeſty, &c. 1. Chron. xxix. 11. 


Exhibition of. the infinite Greatneſs and moſt 
remendous Glory of JEHOVAH, we will 
take Notite of, — humbly attempt to explain a 
ittle the following Particulars, viz. s 
I. Firſt, the Perfections of God in general. 0 
II. Secondly, the moſt ſacred Names of God, 
hich*are ſignificant of his immenſe Greatneſs. 
III. Thirdly, how God has diſplayed his 
reatnefs in the Works of Nature. And then, 
IV. In the fourth and: laſt Place, how God 
das manifeſted the infinitude of his moſt Divine 
reatneſs in the grand Work of eternal Re- 
lemption. . 
In the Diſcuſſion of theſe particular Heads, 5 
ſhall be extremely ſtudious of Brevity. 
I. In the very firſt Place, then, we are briefly "ES 
o take Notice of the Perfections of God in ge- 
eral. Not, Auditors, that there is a Plurality,' 
T gccat Number 4 E in God, really. 

; Sn, 


But in Order to make a more full and clear; A. 


e i 
| iſtin& from each other: Mober all, The poſing 
Infinity. of the Divine Nature, cannot 
admit of any ſuch Thing. The Reaſon Bel 
tremely obvious: For if the Divine Eſſenee 
conſiſted of a Plurality of Perfections, a 
diſtinct from each —— or eſſentially different; 
it would inevitably follow, that theſe Perfection 
would be either finite or infinite Perſections, ot 
Things. But finite they could not poſſibly be; 
ſinee finite Things cannot - poſſibly conſtitutt 
an infinite Thing, or Perfection; for this plain Wl © 
Reaſon, among others, chat they would then 
give what none of them has, viz, Infinity. In- 
finite Perfections, or Things eſſentially 
from one another, they — not poſſibly be 
ſuppoſed to be: Becauſe, if infinite Perfections, pr 
or Things, eſſentially diſtin or different from Ml 
one another, were to conſtitute the Eſſence ot 
Nature of the Deity, then God would be more 
than Infinite, which is infinitely abſurd, and utter- 
ly impoſlible in the very Reaſon and Nature of 
Things. So, that the reat and moſt pofitive 
Infinity, or the moſt © abſolute Infinitude 
of the Divine Being cannot | poſſibly ad- 
mit of a Plurality of Perfections, really and 
eſſentially diſtinct, and different from one ab 
ther, nor of any Defect, or Addition. Inſo- 
much that it is an infinitely certain Truth, that 
the Eſſence of the Deity is, in the moſt rigid, 
and abſolute Senſe of the Term, Simple. And 
(9m! — 10 F a= 42 one ; and che ſame _ chu 
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oolute Perfection in the uncreated and eternal i 
ence of the moſt Supreme GOD. No this 
oſt ſimple, and infinicely rfect Eſſence of 
e Deity, is variouſly farreſed 
cording to the Different Relations he ſtands 
Hh, and bears to various Objects. And hence 
7e attribute à Plurality of Perfectiena to 
he One only, undivided, moſt ſingle and 
oſt ſimple Being of the Moſt High God. 
* his Remark premiſed, we ſhall moſt hum 
attempt to explain 4 little the Perfection 
ef God in General. 
And in order to do this in the moſt ſuitable. 
anner, we will, jn the firſt Place, give a moſt 
rief Definition of God. 
God (let our Lips tremble while our Mouth. 


rernal Spirit of * Perfection, and infi- - 
ite excellency. Or God is a moſt incompre- - 
enſible Being, poſſeſſed of all effential, or ab- 
olutely real, 
Dr we may define God more briefly, by ſaying ; 
od is an infinite Spirit. That God is Infinite, 


dle Attribute, or Perfection of GOD, is a moſt 
ndubitable Verity. For if we ſuppoſe that 
od is not Infinite, or that his Eſſence is cir-" 
cumſcribed, or limited by any boundary at all, 

then the Cauſe or Reaſon of this boundary or 
Limitation (for nothing can poſſibly be, exiſt, 

Or be done without à ſufficient cauſe and Rea 


in — ne wn _ my v—__— — — — — 
n) 


tters the moſt” holy Name) is an uacreatad, ; 


and infinite Perfections, at once. 


vr that poſitive Infinity is the moſt adora- 


ere is but hos only Mfnitely g great KT mort MM 
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| we conſider Him as Selt-dependent, or Self. 
- exiſtent, and Independent; or finally, whether 
we contemplate and conſider the Nature of the 


and my be various Degrees of Wiſdom, Power, 
Love, Goodneſs, and ſoforth, in a variety 0 


Since he has not the Cauſe and Reaſon of any, 


= 4 
( 12. ) 
Pay muſt be either in, or within God himſelf 
or without himſelf. 
In himſelf the "Ons and Reaſon of an 
Limitation of his Nature cannot be, whethe: 


Deity in general: Becauſe the Nature of every 
one Thing, will as well, as eaſily, and equally 
admit theſe, as other Limits. That is, Thing 
may be more or leſs Perfect. Thus there are, 


Beings. Hence it is jnconteſtibly evident, that 
the Cauſe and Reaſon, why the Nature of the 
Deity ſhould rather have theſe, than other Li- 
mits, cannot poſſibly be in God himſelf. Out, 
or without the Being of God,the Cauſe and Rex 
ſon why he ſhould be ſuppoſed ta be circum- 
ſcribed, or bounded by any Limits cannot be; 


one Thing, that is in him, without himſelf in, 
any other Being, as has been demonſtrated al; 
ready. Moreover he cannot poſſibly. have the, 
Cauſe and Reaſon of any . Limitation of his 


Nature in any Being- without himſelf, and thaw 


by ſo much the more, as there, is nothing C0-. 
eternal with himſelf. 412 
Therefore the Greatheſs of JEHOVAH is abs 
ſolutely Infinite, and every one of his Diving 
Perfections, boundleſs. a 
Let the vaſt Creation revere, Let the whole. 
N Waren 
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fiverſe adore this moſt abſolute: this moſt 


ernal and 'moſt tranſcendently glorious JE- 
LJOVAH, for ever and ever. Amen 
: But to conſider the Divine Attributes more 

Trticularly. From the poſitive Infinity of God, 
neceſſarily follows that he is Immutable. 
hat the abſolute Immutability of God, necefſa- 
y follows from his poſitive Infinitude, is ex- 
-mely manifeft : Since only the Limits, or 
punderies of Things are mutable or change- 
le, as the Learned well know. Hence it is 
rtain, that God, who has no Limits at all, 
not poſſibly be obnoxious to any Immutation, 
Change whatſoever. Hence the unlimited, 
> infinite God himſelf ſays; I am the IE. 
OVAH, I change not. Mal. iii. 6. The - 
volle alſo gives us the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of 
s, ſaying ; Every good Gift ,and perfect Gift, 
rom above, and cometh down from the Father 
Lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither 
adow of turning. See Jam. i. 17. 

od is alſo Eternal. That an abſolute Eter- 
y is a Divine Attribute we read P/al, xc. 1, 2. 
7.0 4, {hou haſt been our Dwelling Place in all 
her ations. Before the Mountains were brought 
that, or ever thou badſ formed the Earth and 
C0. World; even from everlaſting te everlaſting, © 
art GOD. 
ab; or if God exiſts neceſſarily, or by Virtue 
VI Reaſon of his own Perfection, and is ab- 
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vine, this moſt tremendous Infinitude of the | | 
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folutely independent on any Thing wege l 


beyond himſelf, he muſt be Eternal, or. wit 
any Beginning, or any End of Exiſtence. Ai 
of God were. not neceſſarily exiſtent from | 
ternity unto Eternity, it da be poſſible 
mould not exiſt or be, which is diametrically a 
verſe to the abſolute Neceſſity of his Exiſte nce 
But here we muſt obſerve, that the bound 
'  teſs Eternity of God is eſſentially and res. 
1 different from a Time that has no Beginnin 
and no End: Since the abſolute Eternity of Ga 
is neceſſary : .. But abſolute Neceſſity utter 
precludes all Mucability, and is ſubje& to 
Change at all. The abſolute Eternity of Gat 
therefore, | excludes all, and is obnoxious to 
Succeſſion of Time: Becauſe all Succeſſi 
implies' Change, or Alteration. ; ſince th x 
Things are ſaid to ſucceed one another, 
which one begins, and another ends. But i 
evident that none of theſe Things can poſſib 
| belong to the Eternity of JEHOVAI 
So that the Eternity of God, is a Durafi 
* without any Succeſſion of Time. 
Now where there is no Succeſſion of the f 
of Time, there all Things are, and do exiſt 
once: and therefore all Things are Fmull 
„, or do actually exiſt at one Time in Gd 
Hence the abſolute Eternity of God is ju 
defined by. Beethius, as; Interminabilis vita 
mul tota & perfecta Poſſſio. hs es 
Pur furthermore, ſince God has the Cauſe i 


 Realo 


4 
v4 2 
* % - „„ - In N 
\ 
— 5 
, 1 4 


* 


* ) 
455 of 3 855 8 and W 2 


If, he muſt of Neceftity be felf-dependent, 
dependent on any Thing er himſelf,” - 
hat Tndependency is the Auras of God, or 
at God is Self- exiſtent, and Self- depend | 
aul plainly teaches us, ſaying ; 3 For who 157 bath 
own thi Mind of the Lord? Or who bath 
en bis Counſellor? Or who hath Ari given 1 


or of. , and through bim, and to him att 
" Things :* To whom be Glory fer ever. 
men. Rom. xi. 44, 45, 36. 


aft ; the Beginning, and the End. 
Again, ſince all complex Beings muſt. have 
ad a Beginning, and may have an End; and 
nce has neither Begnicings nor End of 
xiſtence, it ecftainly follows, that God is not 
complex, but a moſt ſimple Being. At all 
dventures, Moſes ' ſupports the Unity, and 
oſolute Simplicity of- e Divine Eſſence, ſay -x 
g; Hear, O Ifarel, the Lord thy Ged is one 

ord, Deut. vi. 4. 75 
And ſince God is a J pirit, yea a per- 
& Spirit, John iv 24. Math. v. 48. 
follows that God has an infinite Under- 
anding z or an infinitely perfect Knowledge; 
that God is abſolutely Ominiſcient. IN ; 
dſolute Omniſcience is really and in very 
e moſt adorable Attribute of the beg. 5 1 
oft certain Truth. For. 15 | 


I.” | tr.) 


im, and it Mall be recompenced to him again? | 


Hence he .is 110 ſaid to be the Fir, and me 4 
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For the Spirit ſearchetb all, T hings, yea 
' deep Things of God. 1. Cor. ii. 10. So that i 
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5. The Lord God Serleetiy FILES th 
ſelf; he perfectly knows all the infinite Pet. 
fections and moſt divinely glorious Exellenda 
of his own Being. And the three Perſons in on 
God alſo know one another perfectiy and 
moſt diſtinctly. The Saviour preſuppoſes thit 
the Father knows the Son, and the Son. the fr 
2 when he tells us, Mat. xi. 27. Ne Ma 
* knoweth the Son, but the Father ; neither know 
erb any Man the Father, ſave. the Son. | 

The Holy Ghoſt alſo knows God perfect 


Triune, moſt ſupreme and eternal GOD, þ 
a meſt diſtinct, and abſolutely perfect Kanon 
lege of his own infinite Being, and moſt great 
tremendous Glory. But, 
| (2.) God alſo perfectly knows all that 
been, all that is, all that will be, yea, all that 
fivly be without, or bey ond himſelf. The 
ore he infinite Underfiaping or raren 
God may be well defined as, a moſt diſtinct, f 
clear, ſimultaenous, eternal, and abſolutely 
Fe ct Repreſentation of all exiſtent, of all poſſib 
and even of all impoſſible. Things, or of 1 


So that God not only knows perfectly whatent 
has been, ard now is; but alſo what 
mall be even unto all Eternity, in the Gra 
Glorious, moſt Perfect, moſt Beautiful, 


er y beſt — Syſtem of the Univerſe, Ye 
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God not only knows wot perfectly what wilt 
ually happen in this Univerſe throughout all 

he endleſs Revolutions of Eternity; but alſo whag 
ight poſſibly happen in all the other poſſible 

nnumerable Worlds, or Univerſes, and Things, 

hroughout all Eternity. Moſt incomprehen- 

ble, all knowing, infinite, moſt divine Glancè 


nitely various are the Things, which do actu- 
ly exiſt, and numberleſs is the variety of 
hanges, and Alterations, of which they are ca- 


nd impoſſible Syſtems of Worlds, or Uni- 


mpoſſible Things, both Spiritual, and Mate- 
ial ; and numberleſs are the poſſible, and im- 
poſſible Alterations, or- Changes of the ſame : 
nnumerable are the poſſible and - impoſſible 
ituations of all theſe Things: Infinitely nu- 
erous, and various are the poſſible, and im- 
doſſible Relatiqns and Connections of all theſe 
Things, both material and immaterial, both 
noral, and natural. But above all theſe Things, 
noſt abſolutely, every Way infinitely far, ex- 
eeding great and maſt divinely perfect are all 
he uncreated and eternal Glories of the moſt 
preme Godhead. But nevertheleſs, however 
numerous, however various, however infinite 
| tboſe, and however DIVINE all beſe Things 
re, Jehovah, . the Lerd Ged Omnipotent, ever 
nows them all pertetly. For he knows what 
X | © ever 
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| Moſt certainly numberleſs, and almoſt in- 2 


able, or incapable : Numberleſs are the poſſible, 
rerſes ; and numberleſs are the poſſible an 


4 wakes and open unto the E yes of bim with u 


_ er has been, he . e is, whatew 

not; whatever will be, and whatever «il 
not be; whatever mig ht be, and whatera 
might not be unto all Rehe, In one War 
God perfe&tly knows Al Things even at once 


Hence we are told that AI Things a 


we have to do. Heb. iv. 13. God is real 
than our Heart, and knoweth all Things. Ich 
wm. 20. Hence Peter ſaid unto Jeſus '; Lord 
thou knoweſt all Things | thou knoweſt. that | 
love thee. Joh. xxi. 1 Yea, the F nc 
ing of 60d is ae infinite: For the mog 
evangelical Prophet Iſaiah ſays, Chap. xl. 4 
Haſt thou not beard, that the everlaſting Gu 
the Lord, the Creator of the Ends of the Earth 
fainteth not, neither is weary ? There is no ſeard 
ing of bis Underſtanding. No Wonder the 
5 the Plalmiſt, ſtruck with the very deepe 
Aſtoniſhment at the abſolute Omniſcience 
the Moſt High. God, ſhould cry in — 
Great is our Lord, ond of great Power : 
Underſtanding is Infinite. Pſal cxlvii. g. 
With God. there is alſo an infinite Peofundi dit 
of perfect Wiſdom, Yea, God is abſolutely 4 
wile The Wiſdom of God is that divine Al 
tribute, or Perfection, by which God perfect 

knows and underſtands - all Things in their N 
lations, Connexions, Effects and Conſeque 
des. What an infinitely. great, excellent, ll 
* glorious, a and moſt divine 
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vol te in this! 1 42 he „ 
Tu), very and moſt 1 2 — 
mation of an inſpired and inraptured Apoſtle ; 
the Depth ef the © Riches hoth. a of the Wi . 
4 Knonledgs of God | How. unſearchable are. 
Judęments, and bis 77 ay's pa Jnding . me! | 
om. Xi. 33.•% 
But furthermore, as God is an infinitely. Great, 
d moſt pei tect Spwit,. be is poſſeſled of an 
nipotent Will. Therefore Jehovah Himſelf 
id unto. Abram; F am . the- Almighty GOD. " 
alk before me me, and be thou upright, Gen. xvii,” 
And elſewhere ; A Things. are poſſible with. 
od. See, Math. xix. 26. This infinite Pow- - 

„or abſolute - Omnipotence of the Godhead, 5 
by Job moſt elegantly, and pathetically ter- 
ed, the Thunder of God's. Powers. See Job, 
xvi. 14. Lo theſe are Parts of bis Mays: 
ut bow little à Portion is heard of him? But 
be Thunder of his Powers, who can underſtand f 
This eternal, this infinite, this Divine, this in- 
onceivable, and. moft highly tremendous Thun« 
er of - abſolute Omnipotence, challenges the 
oſt unſhaken Affience, and all p Con- 
ence at our Hands. | 
But in order to enlarge, ennoble, and render. > 
s ſtriking the Idea of God's Omnipotence az 
can; it will be proper to — 5 and ob- 
rve to you, that God does do, and effect all 
, on ings by his Will, and, conſequently, that be 
uu hoes all Things with perteR Eaſe, and F W 

or 
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vor we do all Müde well, hid it is the mi 
eaſy Thing imaginable even to frail, impott 
Creatures to will any Thing. 
But if the moſt frequent Volitions, 1 l 
ſtrongeſt Exertions, and moſt violent Effa 
of the Will be not ſo much as difficult or ti 
ſora even to created, temporal, impotent, nul 
J le, finite, imperfet? Spirits, or Beings: H 
then, I beſeech you, can it poſſivly be ſo 
the uncreated. eternal, omnipotent, immitall 
infinite,” perfect Spirit or Being? Hence it 
inconteſtably evident that the everlaſting God hi 
at firſt created, and ſtill, yea ever Nee ſup 
ports and- governs the moſt Fan g vi 
Univerſe by the bare Nod of his omni 
Will; and, conſequently, with perfect 5 
How great the Work! How great the Eal: 
But how moſt terribly great, how moſt Divi 
vaſt the Power, that does this Work, with tl 
_ Eaſe, even without any trouble at all! 7. 
At all Events, ſuppoſe (for a further Ti 
tration of the Matter) the omnipotent Gt 
were pleaſed to create out of nothing, as ma 
Syſtems, as there are indiviſible Particles or A 
toms in our terraqueous Globe, and ſup 
all theſe countleſs Syſtems, millions of million 
of Times larger than our Solar Syſtem. 0 
even ſuppoſe (for no Hypotheſis can poſſiblyl 
extravagant here) God were pleafed to prody 
or create immediately from mere 1 rs mon 
mar more than all. Men, and all 
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| ** can, or even more t ban el ble C al | 
created) might. imagine unto themſelves. even. 
to all Eternity *: 7 For God does moſt certainly 
ow, and is perfectly able to do, infinitely 
ch more than all poſſible Creatures and finite 
ings can poſſibly repreſent, or imagine to them- 
ves ;) Behold, the bare Nod of God's om- 
botent Will would, even in an Inſtant, with- 
t any the very leaſt Difficulty, Trouble, or 
arineſs at all, do, Effect, perfectly accom- 
iſh, and finiſh all. For the Thunder, the 
known divine Thunder of abſolute Omnipo- 
ce knows no Impoſſibility, knows no Diffi- 
ty at all. Let the ſtrongeſt and very bold- 
gination, ſhudder at this infinitely violent 


hole Creation quake; let the great Univerſe 
-mble like a Leaf! Let Guilt, meſt eſpecially, 

erevated, black guilt ſtand Thunder: ſtruck, 
gn let bold Offenders duly conſider, to what 
oft divinely fierce Thunder their moſt atro- 
dus Crimes bid Defience, what moſt fearful 
engance they provoke, and to what moſt 
rde Fury they expoſe their defenceleſs Souls. 

ut let all the Children of true Piety, put all 

eir Truſt in Him, who is altogether as wil-_ 
vg, as he is able to make them moſt ſupreme- 
happy for ever and ever! 
Much more might be ſaid here with Refer- 

ce to the abſoſute omnipotence of Gd. 
t as s finite Beings cannot poſſibly e the 

infi- 


wer of the Moſt High God. Yea, let te 
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inflite Kingdom, or Region of all po 
even to Eternity, (for all Things are "oe ali 


poſſible with; but even perfectly eajy 1 God 
tit would be utterly in vain for us, everi to atem 
{- with our Plumbet, to ſound the bottomleſs pro 
foundity of this eternal Ocean. And in val 
it would be to put all our Invention, and [my 
gination upon the Rack here: For the Om 
potence of the Godhead, like every other U 
Vine Attribute, is abſolurely AY 
and unſearchable. 

But again, ſince Cod can weer love, nor d 
fire, or will, apy one Thing, but What his i 
finitely perfect nderſtanding exhibits and 10 

reſents to himſelf as right, good, and 

of all, and fince God is at an infinite 
move from all Im rfection, he muſt needs! 
perfectly Holy; Tea, he is infinite] 1 ori 
10 Holineſs; Jehovah is Sanctity itſel 
Moſes in his infinitely — and wok Pe 
Song, ſays ; Who is like unto thee, O f 
among ft the Gods? Who is like thee, glam 
in Holineſs, fearful i in Praiſes, doing Wendel 
Eod. xv. 11. Yea, fo infinitely and ma 
tranſcendently Holy is the Lord God Omnipt 
tent, that he cannot even behold Sin. Hen 
| the Prophet ſays ; Thou art of purer Eyis tl 

| to behold Evil, and canſt not look on -Tniqil 
1 Habakkuk i. 13. Behold even to the Mn 
and it ſhineth not; yea, the Stars are not part 
brs Sight. 1 ob. xxv. 5. 1 


I 
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eee alſo Job. xv. 15. - Bebold he putteth nd 
J in. his Saints; yes, the (very) Heavens are 
clean bis Sight; and again Chap. iv. 18. 
hold; be put no Truſt in his Servants , and bis 
gels be charged with Folly, Wheretore even 
e moſt hely Seraphim , themſelves, \ moſt 
ply impreſſed with the ſtrongeſt, and live- 


— 0 
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nely glorious Sanctitude of the eternal and 
oft incomprehenſible IEHOVAH. covered 
xmſelves all over, eden from Head to Foot, 
d, with a loud and ſtrong Voice, cry unto 
ze another, ſayings Holy, Holy, Holy is the 
ord of Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of 
Glory. Iſa. vi. 3, The divine Sanctity is 
at pure Leve of God, which is exactly pro- 
ortionable to, andi perfectly commenſurate 
ith the Quantity; or greatneſs of the Per- 
ction and goodfieſs of its Obje&.** Now 
ce the greatneſs of the Perfection, and good- 
ſs of God, or of all the Divine Attributes, 
abſolutely infinite ; his Holineſs muſt needs 
% EE: 
God is alſo juſt, P/al. xi. 7. For the righteous 
Lord loveth Righteouſneſs , bis Countenance doth 
bold the upright. The Juſtice, or Righte- 
uineſs of God, is his moſt ſacred Will, con- 
Idered with Relation to the meral Goed, and 
"ral Evil of all the Actions of rational Crea- + 
urns, by which, he loves and will reward 
#hoſe ; and hates, and will inflict condign 
Pun- 


ft Senſe of the infinite Purity, and moſt di- 


F. 


Puniſhment on theſe. And hence we ul 
. Infer, that the Juſtice of the Deity, is ao 


proceeds from a ſuperlative Love, which My 


injure that beloved Object, or who endeavo 


his own great Name, which he loves mol 
fected with Diſgrace by the Sinner. For t 


out to us that moſt ſupreme, infinitely 0 a 


Fer the Lord, whoſe Name is Jealous, is a ju 


tempt 


Tord thy Ged is @ conſuming Fire, even a jealas 


DN 
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infinite Arembute, or Perfection. 
God is alſo Fealous. Jealouſy is a Mu 
of Love and Indignation, or Anger. For: 


bear to. any Object, and is accompanied wil 
a very intenſe, and moſt ardent Deſire 
wreaking their. Vengeance on all thoſe, v 


ro ſnatch it away from the legal Proprieta em 
Therefore we underſtand by the Jealouſneſs 
God, his moſt holy Will, and fixed Determi 
nation, to defend effectually the Honour 


tenderly, whenever it is diſhonoured, or's 
Term is evidently uſed to indicate or 


and moſt ardent Love, which the Lon d 
God bears to himſelf, by which he | 
abſolutely © and unalterably determined, 
tupport, defend and maintain the Honour d 
the moſt divine Glory of all his infinitely ex 
cellent Perfections inviolate for ever, and ever 


tous God. Exod. xxxiv. 14. It is alſo Signih 
cant of the vindictive and moſt awful Fury d 
the Almighty God againſt all thoſe, who at 
to rob him of his Honour: For i 


Gol. 


| | FE | 2 | * . 
od. Deut. iv. 8 And God . himſelf ſays = — 
or in my Jealouſy, in the Fire of my Wrath, b 
Wve 1 ſpoken; ſurely in that Day there. ball. 
a great Shaking in the Land of 1ſrael. Exek. - 
XVIil. 19. 5 1 
The ſacred Scriptures alſo attribute Anger 
the Almighty God. Not indeed Anger pro- 
-rly ſo termed, or ſuch Anger as implies any | 
ommotion of Mind. By no Means! For 
e do eaſily perceive, that ſuch Anger, as is 
companied, or attended with any Diſturbance, 


cribed to the holy, immutable, and impaſſible 
ſſence of the Deity. God is independent, 
d always infinitely pleaſed, and moſt per- 
ctly happy in himſelf. | The Perfections and 
atitude of the Deity are abſolutely infinite 
d eternal, and therefore can never admit of 
y Addition or Defect. Which Conſideration 
ght to teach us to ſet a low Eſtimate on our 
pheſt, and moſt perfect Performances, and 
der us, and all we can do, leſs than Nothing, 
ver Vanity itſelf. Therefore in general, when- 
er apy Emotion, Perturbation, or Affection 
the Soul is attributed to the Deity, it muſt 
rays be underſtood in a Manner conſiftent 
th the Nature of God, or conſiſtent with 
e abſolute impaſſibility and immutability of 
ll moſt adorable Eſſence, that is we muſt. 
derſtand it with Reference to the Ffﬀ-#F, 
t the Affection. This premiſed, we give the 
ww .* - Aollow= 


Perturbation of Mind, cannot poſſibly be 


Will to Puniſh Sin, and the Puniſhment of Si 


P 
allowing Definition of God's Anger; 
The Anger, or Wrath of God is his maſt hof 


ut 
4 
e 
itſelf. For ſince God bears an infinite Affeci « 
to all the infinite Attributes, and perfect Re oc 
tude of his own Nature or Being, he can pe 
but hate, and puniſh every Thing that dan 
' Honours him. At all Events, God 7s jealuMWro 
and the Lord revengeth ; the Lord revenguſi t 
and is furious; the Lord will take. vengeant fl ' 
his Adverſaries ; and he reſerveth Wrath for Mit 
Enemies. Nahum. i. 2. See alſo the 6th Vet 
of the ſame Chap. Who can ſtaud before his} 
dignation? And who can abide in the Fierce 
of his Anger ? His Fury is poured out like Fin 
and the Rocks are thrown down by it. 
Truth is another Attribute of God. | 
xi. 10. But the Lord is the true God. Nu 
' Xxiil. 19. God is not 4 Man that be Soul li 
neither the Son of Man, that he ſhould repen 
Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? Or bl 
be ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? 


God is alſa poſſ-fled of boundleſs Good 1. 
Pſal. clxv. 9. The Lord is Good to all: And to 
render Mercies are over all his Works. _ This or 
vine Goodneſs is alſo termed Love, GH E 
Mercy, Longanimity, and Patience. T 

God alſo has an infinitely perfect, imm 10 
tal, and eternal Life. Hence he is called x 
the moſt poſitive, emphatical, and perfect Sa h 
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of the Term, the living God, See Jer, 4 =" 
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ut the Lord is My Nos #5. ; be is the living 
d, and an everlaſting King: At bis Wrath 
2 Earth ſhall trembie, and the Nations ſhall not 
able to abide his Indignatios, The Life of 
od conſiſts in the infinitely perfect Activity, 
operation or Agency of his, boundleſs. Under- 
anding, and Omnipatent Will. The great 
dcoffeſſor Lampe tells us that the Life of God 
the Baſis of all the divine Attributes. 
The Bible alſo attributes perfect Freedom, 
iberty, and Sovereignty to the Will of God. 
Of this perfect Liberty, and infinite Sovereign- 
ty of God's Will we read Dan. iv. 33. Au 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth. are reputed as 
nothing: and be doth according to bis Will in 
the Army of Heaven, and among the. Tnhabi- 
tants of the Earth: And none can ſtay his 
Hand, or ſay unto him, what doeſt thou? 
| Moreover, ſince God is infinite, he muſt 
needs be immenſe, or omnipreſent alſo. The 
perfect Immenſity, or Omnipreſence of God, 
is taught us: Pſal. cxxxix. 7, 8, 9, 10. And 
1. Kings: vill; 27. But we are by no Means 
to confound the Idea of the divine Immenſity, 
or Omnipreſence, with that of Extention,, For 
Extention is an eſſential property of Matter. 
The great Prodigy of Learning, I mean Profels. 
lor /yttenbach ſays ; Since God acts not other- 
wiſe, than by a moſt ſimple and infinite Act of 
his divine Underſtanding and Will, he is om- 
Went, in as Much as be repreſents all Tang 
„ With- 
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Sithout Excontion to himſelf together at Inc 
and as he ſuſtains, moderates and governs theg 
by his moſt potent Nod. (See Sect. 6.) 
But finally, ſince God is Infinite, he muſt h a 
incomprehenſible. For finite Beings (as f 
Creatures are) can never poſſibly comprehen 
the poſitive and every Way Perfect Infinity d ps 
God. The abſolute incomprehenſibility of th 
Godhead, is moſt ' ſtrongly, and very live 
painted to us by Zophar, ſaying: Canſt the 
by ſearching find out Cod? Canſt thou find 
. the Almighty unto Perfeftion ? It is as high a 
Heaven; what canſt thou do? Deeper tt 
Hell! what can thou know ? The Meaſun 
thereof is longer than the Earth, and broader 
than the Sea. Job xi. 7, 8, . 
Now all theſe infinite Pertections, and moſt 
divine Excellencies taken together, or collec- 
tively, do, as it were, conſtitute the Sum de- 
tal, even the infinitely, yea, the moſt divinely 
glorious greatneſs of the eternal, and moſt lo. 
preme JEHOVAH. 
II. But, Secondly, we are briefly to ex- 
plain the moſt ſacred Names of God, whit 
are ſignificant of his immenſe Greatneſs. b 
The Names of the eternal God, which oc- 
eur in the Old Teſtament, are the following, 
viz. (I.) Jehovah (2.) Jab (3.) Adonaaj (4) 
Elobim (g.) EI (6.) Shaddaj (7. ) Gneljoon. All 
Which Names are Hebrew. 
In the New Teſtament we have theſe Names, 
viz. 


nr 


; 1.0 bees, Ge (2.) Kiri, Lord! 
) Deſpotees, n likewiſe by the Eng; | 
Name Lord. : 
(1.) The great Name Jebovah, we have ex- 
zined already. 
(2. ) Jab, rendered by the Name of Lord, 
ches us that God cannot deny himſelf by 
ding any Thing unworthy of himſelf. Sb 
(3-) Adonaaj, likewiſe rendered Lord inti- 
ates, that God is the firm Baſis, and Suppart 
all Things ! in general ; and of his beleved 
„orch, in particular. Heb. i. 3. Who, being 
it Brightneſ: of bis Glory, and the expreſs Im- 
e of his Perſon, and upholding all things by © 
e Word of bis Power, Matt. xvi. 18. And. 
ay alſo unto thee, thou art Peter, and 
is Rock 1 will build my Cburch; and the 
ates of Hell ſhall not prexat againſt it. 
(4.) Elobim, God, does, according to the 
aſt primogenial importance of the Word, ſig- 
fy the Triune, allſufficient and ſworn God of 
e Covenant. Ezek. xvi. 8. Now when I paſ- 
d by thee, aud looked upon thee, behold, thy - 
ime was the Time of Love, and I ſpread 
irt over thee, and covered thy Nakedneſs : Tea, 
ſware wnlo thee, and entered into a Covenant 
uh thee, | ſaith the Lord GOD, and thou Je- 
pmeſt mine. See alſo Heb. vi. 17, 18. Mbere- 
God willing more abundantly to ſhew unte the _ 
ers of Premiſe the immutibility of his Ccun- 
„ confirm'd it by an Oath : That by tuo im- 
mutable 
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the moſt Divine ſuperabundance of the. ! 
ſufficiency of the omnipotent, and eternal G0 


Praiſe. Neh. ix. 6. Hence Abram ſaid to. 


CEE SF on ond + . 30 ) „ +7. 08. 
mutable Things, in which it was impoſſible Wl: 
Cod 0 lie, ue might have a ftrong Conſolai 
who have fled. for Refuge to lay hold upon | 
Hope ſet before us. 4 
(g.) £1, God. Some Theologians ſay th 
the Name Ei, ſignifies the Mighty Gos. 
others deny this; and are of Opinion that] 
is a Name, which ſignifies, in general, the i 
finite divine Being, as the Engliſh Name 6 
' [6.] Shaddaj; The Almighty, or the alli 
Fcient God. Gen. xvii. 1. I am the Almigh 
Gop, or the allſufficient God. Inaſmuch 
the Name Shadgdaj, indicates, or points out | 
us the inexhauſtible Fullneſs, yea the infini 


8 moſt High, or the mdl 
high God. For God's bleſſed and molt gl 
rious Name is exalted infinitely high above 


King of Sodom, I have lift up mine Hand un 
the LORD, the moſt high Gop, Peſſeſſor of Ht 
ven and Earib. Gen. xiv. 22 
The glorious Greatneſs of the divine Attn 
butes and Perfections, of which the moſt-1 
cred Names of God are declarative, are chief 
manifeſted, and diſplayed in the Saviour 7% 
Chriſt, and in the grand Work of Redemptid 
by kim aceompliſned. And this verily, 1s ti 
Reaſon why Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, is en 


«its 
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jed the Nas af 0 ÞA 41 Prov: xviii.- 109 3 
The Name of ary Jew is 4 ſtrong Tower © 
The Righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe. N 
more of this anon. N | 
III. And now in the t d ace, we will 
briefly ſhew you, how God has diſplay'd his 
, 8 awful Greatneſs in the Works of. Nature. 
But in order to frame unto ourſelves more 
juſt and enlarged Ideas of the ſublime I iſdem, 
almighty. Power, and infinite Goodneſs of Je- 
. diſplayed in. Creation, or the Works of 
Nature, we ought duly to conſider, that there 
is an infinite Diſtance, or Difference between 
din mere Nelli ang Semething ; between real E. 
(18 [e1ce or Beis g, ard en Exiiiy, Nen-Exiſtente, 
zodli or not Being, (not to ſay between mere notbing, 
Wand a moſt perfect Univerſe.) Conſequently | 
nothing leſs than infinite Power, or abſolute Om- | 
nipotence can produce Something out of Nothing. 
Ard we ought to conſider alſo, how infinitely 
various the Modes, Properties, Qualities and 
Combinations are, of which corporeal Beings 
and Things are capable, and that God knows a 
all theſe perfectly well. Now it is abundantly - + 
manifeſt, that the very ſhrewdeſt and moſt able 
Philoſopher does not know the (preciſe) Quan- 
tity, Weight, Shape, Form, Quality and par- 


4 * 


d ticular Modality of one indiviſible Attom. How] 
great then muſt the Knowledge and Wiſdom 
of God be, who Perfectly krows the Quan- 
tity, Weight, * Form, Quality , and 


par- 
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ys Modality a every adn in 1 0 
VUriverſe; and alſo knows moſt perfectiy wel 
alk the different actual and poſſible Quantitie 
Weights, Shapes, Forms, Qualities, Magi 
tudes, Combirations, Numbers, Zlities 
Connections of all the Particles, . 
Things in the whole material Univerſe? Ny 
to ſpeak a Word here concerning the till tngh 
er Diſplays of the divine Perfection in 
Creation of the World of Spirits, r im 
terial Beings, which are of à much more mol 
and exalted Nature. How incompyehenfibeM 
and amazing, that the eternal Jchovah,” by 
mere Vilition, and, conſequently, with Neft 
Facility, has at firſt created out: of Nothing 
and eternally preſerves, and governs a mol 
grand, mcſt perfect, woſt N moſt _ 
teous Univerſe ! "7 

- Surely, Auditors, the inffilbety amid 
and moſt Tremendous Perfections of God 
very illuſtriouſly diſplay'd not only in the 
ſtantaneous Work of Creation ; but alſo, 
moſt eſpecially in the inceſſant, eternal, omi 
potent, and infinitely benign Work of Confe 
vation or Providence, ſupporting, governilſ 
and over-ruling all Things in the moſt puny 
and very beſt poſſible Manner. 

And as the Doctrine of Creation, and! 
vidence, is not only a favourite Subject to mM 
but alſo a Doctrine of the laſt Importance toi 


who are —_ willng. and deſirous to knoW'l 
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raiſe 2 25 G 2 Good, J ſhall, os 
he Sake of the Anleared, be lomewhat par- 
icular upon the fame! | 
And in order to affect our Hearts bak 
he decpeft and moſt lively Senſe of the Di- 
ine Greatneſs, and Goodneſs, manifeſted in the 
reation and eternal Conſervation of the Uni- 
erſe, I muſt briefly premiſe, that the great 
Univerſe, or whole Syſtem of all created Beings * © 
and Things, material and immaterial, is actually 
really the very beſt of all the innumerable 
ber p:/ible Worlds, or Univerſes. This ſeems 
o be evident from the Infinite Perfection of 
the eternal God. 8 
The Reaſon why God has elected, and de- 
creed the Creation, and eternal Exiſtence of 
this Univerſe, is its being more ' perfe& and 
better than all other poſſible Univerſes, and 
Things, all which the Deity ſees and knows 
molt clearly, moſt diſtinctly, moft perfectly, 
and Simultaneouſly by a Science of kmple In- 
telligency , as Divines ſpeak. 
The moſt perfect, and very beſt poſſible Uni- 
verſe, (to ſpeak with a celebrated Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy,) is that in which there are the 
greateſt of the moſt numerous, and the moſt 
numrous of the greateſt Parts, all anſwering to 
one moſt ſupreme End, as far as Can poſſiblx 
happen in one World? 1 
Or we may pronounce that the moſt perf, a 


and very beſt poſſible E in Which therg 
. i 


v1 
9 * 
by , 1 © 5 v5 
Jn 2 am 
” 4 ; —— 
by #44 
"a ww .0 
Pi &% . 1 7 4% — 
- 


* ; 
5 * 


are, or which 3 1$ compoſe ſed} of the a. inn 
merous Species, Rinks, Claſſes, Ordery 
Varieties of Creatures, Beings and Things, i 
agreeing and anſwering to, or ultimately eg 
centering and terminating in one moſt ſupreme 
and very beſt poſſivle Wa as s far as can bapge 
in one Univerſe, 

Or in other wikis, + we may afficm that b | 
be the beft World or Univerfe, which is be 
calculated, or has the higheſt aptitude to pry 
mote the Glory of the _ Creator, and th 
Happineſs of his Creatures. For the Univer 
is an Inſtrument, and Medium of. God's Glon 
and Man's Felicity. ogg? e 

No all the ent Parts of the Un 
verſe being real Things, they muſt either 
Simultaneous, or ſucceſſive. ; therefore in th 
greateſt, beſt and moſt perfe& Univerſe, the 
muſt be comprehended ſo many Simultaneou 
ſo many Succeſſive, ſo great, ſo many, . # 
ſueh a Variety of real Things, as can poſſibly 
exiſt in the beſt and moſt perfect Univer 
that is to ſay, this Univerſe is in Extent, amg 
tude and upon the whole, actually the greatch 
moſt perfect, and very beſt of all poi 
Worlds, or Univerſes. 

In this greateſt and beſt of Worlds there d 

tains, and is in a great Meaſure diſcoveradl 
the greateſt Univerſal Connexion, the moſt it 
gular Subordination, the exacteſt and moſt pe X 
75 — Poſſible, 73 % 
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nelly hat a moſt Mori? Mirror, and eternal N 
Monument of all the infinitely excelſen. Per- 
ctions of God Jchovah is this grandeſt, moſt 
erfect, moſt regũlar, moſt harmonious, moſt 
eauteous, and very beſt poſſible Syſtem of the 
niverſe! How. moſt greatly ought we 
l to praiſe the infinitely great, infinitely good, 
Ind moſt divinely Beneficient Creator, diſpo- 
er, Preſerver, Director and Governor of all 
CCC bee 
That God is the preſerver and ſupreme Ru- 
er, as well as the Creator of the Univerſe, is a, 
ertain and momentous Truth, For that which, 
2annot exiſt but as the Production of another, 
annot continue to exiſt but as the Production 
df another. It cannot be independent, ſelf- 
dependent, ſelfexiſtent. Therefore a great 
riter affirms, that a Creation producing an 
nde pendent Duration in the Creatures, is 
mpoſſible; conſequently not an Object of 
iine Omnipotence. So that it is an in- 
allibly certain Verity, that an omnipotent 
nd extramundane Power, produces and 
rele fot uates the Duration of the whole Univerſe 
very Moment, and Inſtant of its Duration. 
herefore the Omnipotent 'Jehovah produces, 
r effectuates and cauſes the Duration or Con- 
inuation of the Exiſtenee of the whole Syſtem 
of all created Beings and Things in every ſuc- 
eſſive Inſtant of all the Time the Univerſe 
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py Preſervation, or Conſervation. Therefare Gal 
is the Conſervator of the whole Univerſe, 


Dniverſe, is Creation. Hence the divine Prg 
vidence or Conſervation, is not badly termed 
eontinual and eternal Creation ot the whe 
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that it is perfectſy analogous to it. And I ha 


beceffary to preſerve, uphold and govern 


8 . * 21 5 "TY 4 
. 
1 * Production of the Duraths.| 


' Conſervation is a rea! and continual Infly 
of God; becauſe the Exiſtence and Duratd 
of the Upiverſe cannat be the Effect of wi 
finite Thing. This real and. continual Infl H 
divine Power, which preſerves the Being of th 


Univerſe. At leaſt we are conſtrained to allo 


already demonſtrated, that the Being, Exiſteng 
and Duration of the whole Univerſe, cam 
but abſolutely depend every inſtant of Ti 
upon the Omnipotence of the divine Na 
Moreover, that there is an Exerciſe, yea, a m 
mighty Exertion of Power, Knowledge, Wi 
dom and Goodneſs abſolutely neceſſary | 
preſerve and uphold the Being of the Unie 
will admit of no rational Controverſy... 
is any Creature either conſcious, or capitie| 
ſuch an Exerciſe, or Exertion of Power, Knol 
ledge, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, as is abſolult 


Univerſe ? Surely no! Upon the whole, wein 
ſately conclude, that whatſoever cannot el 
but by Creation, cannot continue to exiſt hut 
Conſervation. *. 


Now i i certain from the Expreſs Tet 
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f, har all the nine 
anſienr, or all the interhal, and external Acts 
f God ; yea, in one "Word, that all that God, 
nd all that all Creatures. ever have done; noc 
o, and ever ſhall do hereafter, even all Things 
ithout Exception, work together fot” good to 
hem that Love God in Sincerity. : 
The Bible alſo teaches that the infinite Cre- 
for, and the whole Creation, ot Univerſe, ate 
he eternal Property and Portion of God's Peo-. | 
ole: For all Things, ſays' Paul, are y «t. 
Fherefore (ſince Conſer Patio! is, at leaſt vir⸗ 
vally, a continual and everlaſting Creation,) 
od does actually give unto all Bene vers, who 
ve him in Sincerity and moſt ſupremely, All 
bings, every Moment, and even evi huccel- 
ve Inſtant of Time they exiſt. So that 2 fr 
oments, yea, even as many ſucceſſive Toftants 
r Points of Time as tberę will ever” *be im 
he eternal Duration of all Believers,” yea, of 
he whole Univerſe, even ſo many innumerable 
Times they will receive from the + all-confer- 
ing, all-ſupporting, and moſt. divinely liberal =» 
land of God, All T Bings created and uncreated. 
ven All 7 bings without any Exception, Ex- th 
mption, or Reſervation whatſoever. For if Wow | 
|| Believers, all Saints, and even all the whole 
niverſe were not pre ſerved in Being, or con - 
nued in Exiſtence; Believers could not poſ- 
ibly be the Receivers of any, much leſs the 
noſt happ) Recipients * All Gocd. How ſhalf 
We 


es of God mn 
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ve term that Stupenduous Ac of divine N 
viderce, by which the _ Almighty God ni 

erves, upholds, - and governs all Thing 
What is it with Relation to. all Believers ?. I 
-.a continual, inct ſſant, eternal, and moſt divi 
liberal Donation of all poſſible Good, yea! 
all Things, whether created or uncreated wil 
- out exemption. It is the conſtant, perpet 
everlaſting, infinitely gocd, infinitely +perfe| 
infinitely great Gift of all Things, given wy 
all moſt divinely ſovereign Liberality, 1 
© enly without apy Merit, but even abſolute 
and , moſt directly contrary to all the Deſerts 
the moſt unworthy Recipients or Receivers, 
der what Manner of moſt unſpeakable Obli 
tion to God will this eternal Act of peritq 
miraculous and divine Goodneſs lay all the thi 
happy. Objects of God's Favour for ever 


ever?. - 


5 1 _ - Wn 
How ſtropg, how wiſe, how good, how le 
fect, how Fox how glorious ; how: infinite 
2miable and tremendous, and O how gen 


ly to be praiſed is. Jehovah, that uncreated4 

eternal Spirit, even that omnipotent Cres 

Conſervator, and ſuprt me Governor and Give 

all Things, who does as it were, as many Tit 
create for, give unto, and beſtow* upon all 

People, All Things, as there are indiviſible 

| Rants or Points of Time in an abſolutely e 
laſtirg Duration, How infinite is the N 

of whnitely Great, of moſt divinely Go 
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rfe& Gifts? Eternal Gift of u- 
eflipg of Bleſſings ! Benefit of 


oft divinely f. 
B 


ite Gifts ! 


enefits! Beautitude of Beautitudes ! O how 
lorious is God in himſelf 3. and how glorious © 
all his Works? How infinitely, how moſt. 


ivinely far beyond, paſt, above all poſſible - 
hings great, good, amiable, tremendous, ade- 
able is Jehovah even from Eternity unto E- 
rnity? Never forget this, O! Saints! And 

t your Hearts ever glow with the utmoſt. 

ove, and all poſſible Gratitude towards God. 
boſe eflential Greatneſs, and actual Goodneſs _ 
Wc infinite, even from Eternity unto Eternity. 
id ye Sinners remember, that the jealous 

bi od, who is moſt terribly glorious in Holineſs, 

in the very Act of ſupporting, and conſerving 

our very Exiſtence, and bleſſing your Perſon, even 

hile you are in the very Act of finning aganiſt 
im. O let the infinite Greatneſs, and moſt terri- 
e Majeſty of God Jehovah, fill you with the 

mhh moſt Confuſion. And let his moſt divine 

ene ficence, and long Forbearence, lead you to 

eep Repentance 3 3 
As the Divine Providence is a moſt aſtoniſhing , 
wal ect of Goodneſs ; and a Matter of the utmoft - 
Tn portance and Uſe to Chriſtians, conſidered . 
the Light I have endeavoured to repreſent 

, I hope the Learned will pardon the Pro- 

' ("ty 1 may have uſed wpon this momentous — 
d delightful Subject. I have only reiterated,  - 
FF 
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1 hays RY "ay, Se heals I was. ine 
deſirous of being underſtood here by N 
learned and  bdloved: Flearers. 
But to proceed. bh 9 
That God has indeed manifeſted his glorioy 
Greatneſs" in the grand Works of Natit Ser 
ture and Reaſon do evince abundantly. See Pf 
XiX. 1, 2. The Heavens declare the Glory of Gul 
and the Firmament Sheweth bis handy Work. U 
unto Day uttereth Speech, and Night unto Nigh 
fheweth Knowlege. See alſo Rom. i. 19, 20. 8 
cauſe that which may be known of God, is n 
nifeſt in them; for God bath ſhewed it unto the 
For the invifible Things of bim from the Cr 
tion of. the World are clearly ſeen, and undi 
by the Things that are made, even his ett 
Power and Godhead, ſo that they" are with 
Excuſe. Moſt certainly, Auditors, the grail 
Univerſe, is an exceednig bright, and gon 
Mirror of the infinite Perfections of Gal 
For if we cake but a curſory Survey of ü 
ſtupendious Vaſtneſs, Variety, Harmony, Bt 
fection, and Beauty of the Univerſe, e n 
be conſtrained go admire the infinite Wiſdon 
Power and Goodneſs of the adorable Cres 
How highly admirable are the innumerl 
Ranks, or -Claſſes of Beings, or Creaturd 
How great their Variety ! How regular, ho 
vaſt and ſtupendous is the Gradation from 
minureſt vileſt and moſt deſpicable 1n/e#, od 
Bug. in — to the very n 


Univerſe, is inconteſtibly evident from the ab- 


but exiſt. Thus alſo, ſine God: wills that 
the Univerſe ſhall continue t% 


8 
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(en ba: dh 6 0 5 
oſt exilead. PN "humming 85 Glu ? But 
I muſt avoid ;profixity,. 1 ſhall. only ſhew 
ow the Omnipatence,, infinite Wiſdom, - and 
oodne(s of God. are maniteſted; and diſplayed . 

the grand Works of Nature. 

(r.) By the divine Omnipotence we under- 8 
tand, in general, the Power of beſtowing 

xiſtence upon all poſſible Things, or the Pow- 
r of producing Things from Nothing. Now . 
his divine Omnipotence is moft illuſtriouſly | 
giſplayed in the Works of Nature; Sinee Gol N 
as produced all Nature, or the whole Uni- 
erſe out of mere Nothing; and {till preſerves, 
upports, directs, governs, - and oyer-rules the 
ame by his almigaty Will. or- Providence, 
hat God is really, and in very Deed the ſole 
reator, - Preſerver and Governor of the whole 


olute Omnipotence of oe Will of God. For 
y this abſolute. Ompipotence of the divine 
Till it came to paſs, that when God willed - 
hat. this Univerſe ſhould: exiſt, . it could not 


vere in its Exiſtence, and be {6! nd ſo gover- 
ned, lo, all muſt happen, the Nod of his Om- 
nipotet Will being irreſtible. And hence we 
learn that the whole Univerſe depends on e, | 
providence, or which is the ſame Thing, 


Wthe Will of the Almighty | God, dr that 1 


is the ſole Creator, Preſerve -aand Governor of 
the whole Univerſe, | „ But 
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But to ſhew fans what more. particulyh 
1 Ad the Omnipotence ot God is Diſ played 1 
the Works of Nature. And in Order to thi 
I ſhall produce an Inſtance or two from Adu 
nomy, that ſublime, darkng and moſt _ 0 
rite Science of all the Children of Art. 
then only donſider the two {uperiour I 
viz. Juipter, and Saturn. 7 
Jupiter is, by the moſt celebrated Dr. Nia 
wentyt, ſaid to be 8000 Times larger thy 
the whole Terraqueous Globe, which v 
inhabit. Now this vaſt Sphere is moved ſc 
five Times, or Degrees ſwifter than a Canna 
Ball flies in its utmoſt Rapidity from th 
Mounth of the Cannon. And hence it is demo 
ſtrated, and proved that the Power, which pri 
trudes this Planet, is 432000 Times great 
than that which is required, or neceſſary u 
thruſt forward, ot drive along our whole ter 
reſtrial Globe as ſwift as a Cannon Ball. Not 
the Denſity of Jupiter and the Earth are | den 
ſuppoſed to be equal. 
But beſides this inconceivably rapid, ad} mol 
violent Motion f this Planet in its Obit, it ha 
another, equal aſtoniſhing about its own Ari 
In io much, That every Point in its \Equato | 
moves more than 100 Times ſwifter than a Bu 
from the Cannon. 3 
The moſt ſuperiour of all the ether Plan 
vamely, Saturn, is above 2000 Times ** 
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live, the centripetal, and centrifugal, 


pid Motions ; and if. we farther reflect, with 
at moſt perfect Exactitude thole various, and 
terent overs are attempered, or adapted, 
d aJjuſted to one another, in ſo much that 
the Motions of thoſe enormous Spheres, 


anets only, are fo amazing; with what moſt 
ep, moſt violent Aftoniſhment, I beſeech you, 


the Syſtems of the whole Univerfe, of which 


RE nce, and at the ſame Time adore the Hand 


Fs Can 


the Barth, and is drove deng 20 Tü 
ifter than a Cannon Ball. Now if we Cop-' 
er the various Powers, namely, the Pro- 


ich muſt act differently upon thoſe Planeta 
Order to produce theſe different and moſt 


perfectly regular from Age to Age; all 
ſe Things, ſay I, duly eonfidered by us, we 

Il be greatly ſurpriſed at the Power and Wiſ- 
dm of God. But if the Power and Wiſdom 
God, which is required to move theſe two 


uſt we be ſtruck, when we duly confiler that 
oft tremendous Power and Wiſdon, which 
ove, and for ſa many Centuries ' have moved 
th perfect Regularity, all the vaſt Spheres of 


cording to ſome Philoſophers, there may be 
xl mberteſs Millions? Ar all Events, if we 
le a nocturnal Survey of the unclouded Nall 
eaven, all flaming with the pureſt, brighteſk, 
Wenheſt Luſtre, our very Souls will be over- 
helmed with the profoundeſt Awe and Reve- 


at made and formed the ſame. And here 1 
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ot FIR ſubj bjoin fn Gina Injunction, | 
by ſublime Doctrine of Jehovah him{d 
Thich occurs Iſa. xl. 26. Lift up: your BA 
on , High, and behold_ who hath created thi 
87 8 that bringeth out their Hoſt by Numb 
He calleth them all by Name, by the . Ffealn 
of his Might, for that be is hrong in * 

- wot one faileth. 
The infiaite Wisdom of God, 
Fee iluſtr touſly diſplayed in the great 4 
of Nature. Becauſe the ſhorteſt and beſt Mey 
are uſed 10 anſwẽr and compaſs. the beſt Ent 
and becanſe all Things are ſubordinate to, 
ultimately, concenter, unite and terminate 
the Glory of God. Again, if we conſider 
almoſt infinite Number of Things, which cat 
ſtitute the grand Syſtem. of the Univerſe; 
the infinite Number of Changes that * 
every Moment in, this univerſal World, 
which is one and the ſame Thing, in eyeryl 
lement and Creature that conſtitutes the {at 
and that God yet certainly muſt know themd 
we will be aſtoniſhed. But we will. be mt 
furp rized if we conſider, that God does all 
17 know all the Changes (tho' infinirely. 
terous) that ever have happened, or will a 
pen in the whole Univerſe even unto all Ex 
nity. But what will heighten our Aſton 
ment to the very utmoſt, is, that God perſeal 
knows and ſees, not barely, and only all oy 


ae Worlds, (for there i is an ? infinite Var 


\4 
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Worlds, | and an infinite Number of e 
e of theſe different Worlds, ene wit 
mnipotence ; ) but alſo all their i 
hanges to all Eternity. ö 
(.) And” finally the Goodneſs of the Alroigh- 
I aliwiſe and omniſcious God, is moſt glori- 
17) Wy diſplayeR} in the very grand, moſt pertect, 
d very beſt poſſible Syſtem of the Univerſe. 
csce all Things are viſibly calculated and a- 
apted to render Men moſt perte&t, moſt hap- 


o, moſt merry. And what enlarges our Idea 
if God's Goodneſs, is, that God has not only 
creed from all. Eternity, to create and be- 


ow Exiſtence upon us, and the whole Uni- 
erſe beſides ; but alſo, that he has actually 
eated us and the whole Univerſe out of 
othing in Time, or at firſt: And alſo, that 
y his Almighty,” and perfectly wiſe Providence; 
r by the inceſſant, and everlaſting Exertion 
f his divine Power, and divine Gaodnefs, pre- 
ves, ſupports, and governs our Exiſtence and 
at of the whole Univerſe. For the Uni- 
erſe cannot poſſibly exiſt an. Inſtant without 
nc Divine Providence, or Almighty Will of 
od, as has been demonſtrated already. 
' Bl only add, that, fince God has ſo porous, 
Wc veal d. himſelf in the Works of Nature, 1 , 

WS 2 moſt flagrant Crime to neglect the Study of 
eat ure, or, of Natural Philoſophy, which is a 

oſt ſublime, and moſt neceſſary Science. 1 
„.o neglect the Study of the grand of 
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of " is a Gat ſo odjous, ſo flag 
Jo Won” ely abe mir able inthe Eyes of Jchowl 
that” he will actually puniſh it with ws 
| Death, ard utter Defiruttien. Hence the Loli,” 
declares himiclf, ſaying : Becauſe they no 
zt the Works of the Lord, nor the Opera 
F bis Hands, be Hall deſtrey them, and net, bul 
bem ap. Pfal. xxvni. 5. 
IV. Ard row in the fourth, and laſt pi 
we will humbly attempt to ſhew, very brie h 
how God has manifeſted the abſoiute; i 
every Way perfect Infinitude of his moſt din 
Greatreſs in the Grand Mork F eternal | 
dempiion. 

When Adam, and in him all his Poftet 
were plunged into an Abyſs of extreme Mik 
by Sin, all Hope ſeemed to be for everld 
Yea, the State, Situation, and Condition 
Mankind ſeemed to be utterly deſperate, | 
the ”_ Law, which is infiritely holy, ji 
and god ; ſir ce it enjoirs nothing but to 
God miſt ſupremely, who is infinitely holy, 
Fnitely great, infinitely good, and moſt divili 
ly bene ficitnt, Yea, rather God, who is I 
3 Goodneſs itſelf;) I ſay this divinely pt 

Feet, and divinely good Law of God, which 
Reaſon itlelf, and only commands us to bept 
icy happy, was tranſgreſſed, violated, broke 
God, who is Truth itſelf, had already in ve 
deed paſſed the Sentence of . Death 
Zainſt fallen Man. 
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„och Queries might chen have been made 
Val th ſingular Propriety,) is now all, even all Hope 
| g, for ever, yea, for ever and ever loſt, are a 
x witerly undone? Vill the Devil, that 
def} and moſt inveterate Enemy of God's 
ory, and Man's Happineſs, ſhall, ſay I, this 
ft malicious and. accurſed Monſter, Triumph, - 
rb, and Bleſpheme maſt horribly unto "all 
ni? Tes, ſay all Men; Tes, ſay all An- 
; 79, ſays all Nature: For what other Reply 
Wn finite Reaſon, yea, even all finite Reaſon, u- 

iſted by Revelation, pofſibly: make ? Bur 
not all Things poſſible with a God? And do 
t unto God the Lord belong the Iſſues fromm 
ath, even complete Deliverence from this moſt 


, ? 


hy eadful and everlaſting 1 Death ? Yes, Yes, 
A oft certainly! All Things are poſſible with 


od. He that is our God, is tbe God of Sal- 
lion, and unto God the Lord belong the Iſ- 
from Death. Pſal, Ixviii. 20. The divine. 
nipotence knows no Deliverence too great, 
o wonderful, too difficult to be effected. 
ow in this moſt dreadful. Conjuncture of At- 
ra, now in this very Time of infinite Calami- 


= and moſt extreme Need, the eternal and 
ch. ſufficient Jehovah himfelf, moved with in- 
| ieh deep Commiſeration, and wot divinely great. 


antbropy, interpoſes, and moſt graciouſly 
events the Stroke of eternal Vengeance. Now 
d . himſelf makes bare his Almighty Arm, and, 
bs the Devil, . PLE: Lion of his Spaif 

Ds _ 
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7 1d Prey 40d perfectly — i 
and beatifies Man. Ie; is as if God had f 
—— SA moſt -; memorable Period: I vil 6 
„ my burning zeal for the Honour of my 
45 great and glorious Name exciting, and, 
0 it were, conſtraining me, I will nom 
4% live, diſplay, in the moſt open and 
4. Manner, and with all poſſible. Magnifi 
66 Pomp and Glory, the abſolute Tefinita 
4% all my immortal, divine Perfections, at 
t the infinite ſuperabundance of my eternal 
＋ſufficiency; and cauſe all Creatures, by 
e infinitely. Glorious Diſplay and moſt * 
. Pen Exhibition of all my uncreated 
lencies and moſt ſtupendous Beneß 
to adore, glorify and thank me the omni 
«© tent Creator and Redeemer of the Worlde 
<< unto all Eternity.“ 
The fall of Adam, or Sin, which God 
 holily decreed only to ſuffer, has furniſhed 
an Opportunity to God, to ſhow; to prove 
confirm to us that he is God. God embrace 
Occaſion. The infinitely ſacred, - and 
tranſcendently glorious Trinity himſelf u 
now, and manifeſts all the infinitely ext 
Perfections of Deity in a moſt illuſtrious Ma 
in the grand Work of eternal Redemption. 
eternal Father ſupports, defends and maintam 
Honour of the divine Law againſt all Sin, m0 

.. Violate. The Sox yields a full, and every 
perfect active and paſſive vicarious Obedien 
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ee infinitely racked: kun ins, and mot dle 
y ſevere Demands of the moſt perfect La, 
= ſupreme Lord of the Univerſe, and 
reby effects, and/procures a perfect Re- 
ption for all penitent and believing Sinners. 
e | Holy Gboſt applies this Redemption 
actually, by preparing, fitting, qualifying 
| rendering Man meet for the Receptis 
and | everlaſting - Fruition of the ſames 
id thus we ſee; by the moſt ſalutary, and 
oft divinely © glorious Light of the ſacred 
iptures, the infinitely arduous, and moſt di- 
e Work of Salvation, perfectly finiſhed>yinot 
y in. a full Conſiſtency with ; but even tg 
bigheſt Honour: of all the Rights of che 
cet * Yea, we — moſt plainly ſee all the di- 
e Attributes, and infinite Excellencies of the 
s manifeſted and diſplayed with infinite. 
agnificenee, and » moſt Drvinely tranſcendent 
ry in the grand Works of Redemptiony: er 
ed by the adorable Trinity, 1 
And from hence we cannot but fa bons 

far the moſt ſalutary, and infinitly ſu- 
e Doctrine of the Trinity is from being 
at Infidels, or, to uſe a more modern an 
re faſhionable, tho* much leſs proper Name, 
iſts ignorantly and abſurdly in their uſuab 
dlence, and .moſt exceſſively blaſphe- 
15 contumely, dare preſume to term it; 
redſonable! Since the Trinity is manifeſtly * = 
very Balis of the WAS 8 og 
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| Fad” uo 2 3G be > 
\ Bod by which yh FORE become 
God, and Salvation of the chief of $i 
And alſo becauſe this Doctrine of the Tin 
and the eternal Redemption of Sinners, fo 
on this infinitely ſublime, and ſalutary Miſtel 
_ evidently gives us the cleareſt and: 7740 
_ eſt poſſible Ideas of all the infinite Perfedia 
and moft divine glories of: Jehovah in genen 
and of his divine Wiſdom, * Power, Good 
Philanthropy and Allſufficiency, in particulat 
And hence we may prove (a poſteriori) i 
God is Triune, or that there actually are, thi 
diſtinctꝭ Perſons in the only; and perfectiy {i 
ple Eſſence of the Deity. For we have alrex 
proved, and all muſt grant, that the Deity 
. - abſolutely Infinite; Omnipotent, + and Allfufit 
ent. Now it will hence follow, that God! 
Triune: Since we have already proved n 
the Trinity was the Baſis of the divine 
ſiufficiency, or abſolute Omnipotence. For 
there were not three diſtinct divine Perſons, 
the ſimple Eſſence of the Godhead, then 
Father could not give his Son to be our St 
The Sox could not make Satisfaction to 
Father in our Stead : the Holy G be cond! 


unt, 5 | 
. Se | Con: 
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pnſequenee, ot God. | So that the infloitely * 
lime, and infinitely * ſalutary Doctrine of the 
oſt ſacred Trinity, is infinitely Rational: 
Pee it gives us the very grandeſt poſſible Idea 
che poſſitive Infinity oEthe uncreated and 
ernal Godhead, - and conſequently the very 

ſt, that we can poſſibly frame unto ourſelves. 

d that it is demonſtrable, that the Idea of the 
'#ity, does beſt, and, in Fact does only ex- - 
ly quadrate with the poſitive, and every Way- 
rfect Infinitude, and abſolute Allſuſſiciency of | 
e Deity. ' Our being utterly unable fully td 
nderſtand this moſt glorious Doctrine, is no 
al Objection to the Truth of it. For we do 
ot thoroughly underſtand the Nature, and 
duality of one Particle of Matter in the material 
Jniverle. Much '' leſs can we comprehend 
e infinitely perfect, ſpiritual Being of the Deity. 
ence our Ignorance- Cannot with any Sher 
F Reaſon be offered, and urged as any the 
aſt Difficulty at all to the Truth of this moſt 
llutary Doctrine. For, God being an abſolute- 
infinite, and every Way perfect Spirit, we 
annot poſſibly form any adequate Idea of him : 
nd God being a ſimple Eſſence; we can have 
d partial Idea of him. And from all this we 
o legally deduce, and infer this natural and 
ndeniably Cenſequence, viz. that, moſt ſtrictly 
deaking, we cannot poſſihly frame to ourſelves, 
r even have any Idea of God, which repre- 
ns to us his real Eſſence, abſtractſy conſider.” 


gd 
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ed. 1 this i % ar Beese ang 
| certain Proof of the abſolute Incoumprebenibig 
of the Deity. Canſt thou (vain, ignorant, fl 
finite Creature; ) Canſt ibou by- Searching (ot 
any other , poſſible... Means) find n &e; | 
Job. xi. 7. 8, g. already. cite. Per 

But to return from this Digreſnon to thelfiſs 
Scope, or moſt direct. Intention of this Diſcaui ve 

Certainly, Hearers, the grand Scheme, ani 
moſt; glorious Plan of Redemption, is M 
brig and moſt perfect Mirror of all 
divine Excellencies. In Nature, tis true; f 
| Holineſs, . Juſtice; and Truth of God do ou 
but in the Works of Redemption, or in Chi 
Jeſus,- the crucified Son of God, the divint 
Sanctity, Juſtice, Truth, Veracity, Vengeance 
and moſt abſolute Sovereignity, do fulmina 
in an infinitely. tremendous Manner. — 
mean in the Works of Redemption, is a 
ral, exact, every way perfect, ineffably ſweet, 
and infinitely glorious: Harmony of the un. 
bouded Excellencies of the adorable. Jehovak, 
For the moſt terrible Anger of God, yea, al 
the Thunder of the avenging Fury of the inf 
nitely great, and abſolutely omnipotent Jeho 
es himſelf, goes Hand in Hand, with the 
moſt divinely great Philanthropy, and-infinitelj 
deep Commiſeration-of God, in the ſtupenduow 
Work of Man's eterqal Redemption. Here 
the infinitely perfect Attributes of God are n0 
Wy erf able to, the Sinner 3 but they ere 
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a his FOR Nh The naſa vat; | 
Wh uſtice and Verity of God, do! abſolutely" chal- 
e it; as a moſt indoubted Right, that even 
he very greateſt, chieſeft and moſt wett bed Sin- 
ers thernfelves, for whom ſuch an infinitely preci- 
us Price is given, and ſuck. a mòſt bloody and 
very Way perfeti Ranſom is paid (even the'Riyh- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt) be certainly and completely 
anftified, Juſtiſied, glorified, beatified; the Con- 
litions performed, on which theſe Benefits'are , 
uſpended. 
« No one, ſays the ME 'Profefior al, ar 
© contraditt it, that thoſe Attributes, b ich 
© the Tranſcendency of God was made moſt. 
© known to Man, and moſt eſpecially ts the poor 
« Sinner; are the Attributes, which he hay re- 
« yealed in his Covenant of Grace. For here He 
* fits on the Chair of bis- Majeſty. ' Here the 
Bowels of his (infinite) Mercy yearn.” Here 
* all the (infinite) Treaſures of his Allſufficen- 
© cy are opened; and here He diſplays the ſu- 
« perabundant might of his Power. Here his 
© (infinitely '' tremendous) Glory lightens, here 
his Juſtice thunders. Here He gives Proofs' 
© of his immoveable Stedfsſtneſs, of his ſincere 
Fidelity and of his invielate Truth. There- 
fore theſe are all the moſt glorious Attributes, 
the ſweet Union of which are, with the very 


* of God; but alſo his Clory. When Moſes once 
** prayed to have a greater Revelation of the 
ä « pro- 


* 


* higheſt Emphaſis, called not only the Name SL 


be third an 
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— Glory of the Tk there wete; hey 
KC Ferfections. or Attributes I— 
8 < theſe: : The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
| 6 , gracious, long ſuffering, and abundant in 6 
* neſs and Trath, keeping Mercy for the 
* forgiving Tniquity, and Tran Ard ion, and | 
and that will by no. Means clear ibe Guil 
« vi/iting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon th Oh 
* gren, and u 755 the Childrens Children, i 
. Generation. Exod., . 


10 6, | 
CE. hen David took this following Rel 
* tion.; I. will ſpeak ef the glorious. honew 
iy Majeſty,” and of thy wonderous Works. 4 
Men al ſpeak of the Might of .thy terrible Ai 
«© And 1 will declare thy Greatneſs ; then 
gives us à very glorious Catalogue of God 
% Perfeftions, diſplayed in the Covenant. Y 
e exlv. 5. &c. The multitude of the heaven 
Hoſt praiſed God, ſaying; Glory to Gad in 
* hig beſt, aud on Earth Peace, good Will ſome 
« Mex. Luke ti. 14. 

At all Events, nothing could diſplay the / 
tributes of the triune Deity ſo very. glorioul 
as the grand Works of Redemption, . See he 
the Infinite Sanctity of. God, and the moſt d 
vine Rigour of his eternal Juſtice. diſplayed! 
a moſt tremendous Manner. For behold t 
eternal Father cxpoſes the only begotten $ 
of his Love, the Object of his infinitely col 
. * to the very Tbunder 7 


C 
( 
| 
d 
* 
| 
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f es 
vindictive r . than to let Sin" ar i 
unpuniſhed. Adore alſo his infinite Pi. 
5 „ and Mercy, by which he gave up 
only Son to Death, even the infinitely vio- 
t, painful, ſhameful, 'dreadful Death of the 
ole, that we might not die, but live, eternally. 
O’ ſo loved the World, that he gave bis 
ly begotten Son, that | whoſoever believetb in 
ſhould not. periſh, but have tverlaſting Life.' 
phn iii. 16. The Holy Ghoſt alſo confirms 
infinite. Love 10 us, 55 ſavingly applying s 
, of by effectually ſanctify ing us to the eter= 
and perfect Redemption which is in, and 
oeured by Chriſt. How ought we to adore 
e moſt Holy Trinity for his e for 
s moſt divenely endearing Goodneſs? Re- 
mption ! how ſweet, how tender, how omni- 
dtent, how great, how moſt perfectly divine 
Motive to /ove, to praiſe, to adore, to thank. 
od forever? Without all . peradventure,' 
that divineſt of all the Works of Jehovah, 
edemption, eternal, perfect Redemption, the 
oft incomprehenſible Philanthropy, and immenſe- 
deep Commiſeration of the Father, and of 
e Sox, and of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhine infinitely - 
ore delightfully than the very Heavens _ | 
Ives. In one Word, all the infinitely x 
xcellencies, and abſolute Perfections of che 
deity, without any Exception, are clearly mati 
ſted, and moſt publicly diſplayed in the gredt-- 
lan, and moſt ſtupenduous Work of Redemp- 
H don, 


ee 
tion, with a Majeſty, ax a Dignity, withaGy 
deur, with a, Glory, infinitely ſurpailing, ; 
infinitely, exceeding, all Things. In ſo. much i 
all the Angels of God themſelves are deſire 
moſt intenſely defirous to look into theſe [Thin 
. OP „ eee 
. Thus we have attempted, in four particul 
Heads, to prove that the Lord is Great. 
if the Lord is ſo great, yea if bis Greatne| 
#1nſearchable, and boundleſs, then without, all py 
adventure, he is to be praiſed, yea, greath 
_ be praiſed. And this moſt certainly is t 
true Reaſon, why our royal Pſalmiſt joins, 
the copulative particle and, the higheſt Prg 
worthineſs of Jehovah to the abſolute Juin 
of his Greatneſs, ſaying ; Great is the Lu 
and (this truely is the Connexion) and gred 
to be praiſed. e 
To praiſe the Lord greatly, means in gene 
that bounden Duty and ſtrong Obligation of 
Creatures, but moſt eſpecially of all Mankihd,] 
which they are moſt highly to extol, celeb 
magnify, glorify, thank and adore him, by thel 
moft Exertion of all the Powers and Facult 
of Soul and Body, even with Thoughts, w 
Words, and with Deeds, both in Time # 
throughout all Eternity. Or more briefly; 
| Praiſe the Lord greatly, is to glorify G 
by the moſt perfect poſſible Diſcharge of 
whole Duty. All Creatures are indeed boo 
10 praiſe the Lord, and therefore the Duty 
= | qui 


ER . 


3 5 
ite univerſal. Hen che 8b whole Oreiition 8 
holy Writ, frequently excited, and ſtricti7 | 
joined to celebrate and praiſe the Great Je- 
ah: But chiefly, and moſt properly it is 
4 of all rational Creatures, Angels and 
But moſt eſpecially of all it is the Duty 
Mew to praiſe the Lord greatly; ſince they 
e the infinitely endearing, grand, and 
eſiſtable additional Motive of Redemption. 
the original, Language we find the moſt 
phatical Verb Har ar, which is ſignificant of 
that rational Creatures*can do or contribute 
the Glory and Praife of God in Time and 
ernity. | And ſince the praiſing of Jehovalt 
the proper Work of the Soul, it is princi- 
ly given to him inwardly by Thoughts and 
arged Ideas of the divine Perfections. Hence 
ul ſays ; Singing with Grace in your Hearts- 
We Lord. Col. mi. 16. We alſo find this 
arkable Command : San#ify the Lord Ged 
your Hearts. 1. Pet. iti. 15. And we are 
glorify God in our Spirit. 1. Cor. vi. 20. 
hich is done, when by a true Knowledge of 
dd, our Hearts are filled with the Love and 
ar of his great Name. When we contemp- 
e his adorable Attributes, and lobſe ourſelves in 
Imiration. When we know, and acknowledge 
r entire Dependence' on him. Wheb our Hearn 
| filled with the moſt glowing Gratitude, by 
on of all the infinite and and numberleſs Bene- 


> which his e fe ad 
© moſt 
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: ey divine Liberalicy has, even contrary'thil 
our on Deſerts, Jlaviſhed. upon us, and why 
we are hereby rendered willing and eager 
offer up ourſelves, . and all our Powers to 
Lord: Praiſe the Lord O my Soul; and. alt 
is. within me; praiſe bis boly by Name. Pal. 4 
1. This inward Diſpoſition, or internal Fe 
of the Soul, is expreſſed by external Deeds 
the Body, with which. we are to glorify Gy 
1. Cor. vi. 20. And this is to be _— art! 
by Words, and partly by Deeds. Col. 
By Wards, __ the Mouth flows. nw 
- the manifold Praile of the Lord. By E 
when all is done ſoleh to the Glory of Go 
1. Cor. xx. 31. And ſo we muſt do, at 
may thereby excite ourſelves, and others e 
more and more to magnify and praiſe 4 | 
Lord. The f:# Friis. of this Praiſe, 
here on Earth already offered up unto 
Lord, eſpecially in the Days of the N. 
when the new Song is ſung. Pſal. xcvi. 1. 
The Name of the Lord is to be proj 
from the riſing of the Sun anto he 1. 
down of the Same. Pſal. ci. 3. When 
whole Earth is ſull of bis Glory. Iſa. vi 3. 
We inay allo remark, that the Hebrew We 
which occurs in this Place, indicates to us 4 
Praiſe, which was anciently given to the 
ir the publick Service of the Temple by Pun 
and Songs compoſed, and adapted for- 


End, , which were lung. by ag n s | 
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mi Inftruments : (For vy theſe "EY allo e 
frequently enjoined to praiſe the Lord in 


ro Book of Pſalms. } There _ inbabited the .. 
aiſes. of Hrael. Pal. xxii. 3. Now this Praiſe 
God in the Temple, — forth the moſt 
aſonable Praiſe which was to be offered up to the 
ord by the Believers of the N. T. Formerly. 
earthly David was che Builder and. Lea» 
r of the Choir, or Precentar, as it were; 


f old the Praiſe was offered to the Lord in a 
acer Temple; but now it is given to Je- 
dvah in the /Airitual Temple of the Church and 
the Heart. The firſt Praiſe was ſung after 
he ſlaughtering of the Beaſts to be offered; 
he laft was rendered to the Lord after the 
niſhing of the only Sacrifice, 'or Offer of Jeſus 
briſt. Were the Songs of . Praiſe formerly 
Punding Clear, delightful, exciting the Attention, 
d rejoicing the Heart? Lo all theſe. Pro- 
erties may be attributed in a much greater 
nd ſublimer Senſe to the Glorification of God 
the Days of the N. T. And, finally, as 
ormerly %s Songs of Praife were heard, and 
eiterated daiiy, in the Morning, and Evening: 
ven ſo the People of Godin the 
Days of the N. T. are always engaged in the 
perpetual Glorification, or praiſing of God: 7 
ill bleſs the Lord at all Times; His Praiſe 
woe be continually i in my Mouth. Pſal. xxxiv.- 1. 


gd T Lung "e give T N unio ibe bh 


t here it is the heavenly David, Jeſus Chriſt, Ef 


(6600 1 
1 to Jong Praiſes unto thy Nane, O. Me 
High : To ſbew forth thy loving Kindneſs in il 


Morning, and . F. aithfulneſs every Night's 
| Pſal, ch. 1, 2. This Praiſe of Jehovah we 
be 


be per flected in eternal Glory hereafter 
When all glorified Men and Angels Wie: 
inceſſantly celebrate all the immortal Perfed) 
ons of God, and greatly magnify the prey 
Jehovah with their n rw Praif 
unto all Eternity. 
— APPLICATION. er 
Tuvs Auditors, I have * to gn 
vou a ſhort Expoſition of a very grand, true 
Important, and moſt ſalutary Truth, namely 
that Jebovah is Great, and greatly to be praiſed! 
What delightful, good and ſalutary Employ: 
ment is it for all rational Creatures, conſtant 
ly, inceſſantly, eternally, t e 
and adore the infinite Greatneſs, and 
ſtupenduous Beneficence of the Lord? Surd 
the Perception, Contemplation, or Intuition 
the Peyfefion, and Brauty of any Being 
Thing does always, and in general, neceſſatil 
And infallibly beget in, and afford to the Soul, 
Deligbt; Delight, exactly proportionable to 
and perfectly commenſurate with the Meaſim 
or Degree of the Perfection and Beauty "pt 
ceived, or diſcovered and beheld. This mul 
neceflarily follow from the original Nature an 
very make of Man; yea, from the very Conf 
tutional Frame, Temper, State and Ran d 
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e human TR or / of any truely, Spiritual 
dd rational being whatſoever. The Truth of 
is is alſo confirmed, & rendered certain beyond 
ce very« Poſſibility of all reafonable Controverſy 
y Scripture, Reaſon, and univerlal Experience. 
lence it is evident that Saints and Angels 
uſt derive exquiſite delight, yea, Perfect Satietx 
Pleaſures, and unutterable Felicity from the 
eareſt and moſt immediate Intytion, even the 
ernal Viſion and full Fruition of the Deity 
imſelf, whoſe Perfection, Beneficence; and 
eauty are infinitely great, and moſt divine 
lorious. MAKARIOI, Happy, ſays our moſt 
eſſed Redeemer, Happy are the pure in Heart: 
or they ſpall Szz Gon, Mat. v. Surely the 
iſion of God muſt fill and tranſport the Soul 
th Admiration, Love, Fear, and deep A- 
oniſhment. - Surely the Sight of all the im- 
enſely Great, immenſely Glorious, immenſely” 
autiful phyſical and moral Excellencies of the 
created eternal Deity, muſt affect the Heart 
ith Extaſies of unknoun, of unimaginable Plea- 
res forever, and ever. How delightful will | 
be for all Angels and all Men, eternally to 
e the Face of Jehovah, the Creator and 
overnor of Heaven and Earth, whoſe Al- 


ually perform numberleſs Millions of 
lillions of the greateſt, beſt, and incompre- 
nibly myſterious Miracles, both in the Kings 
dm of Nature, and Grace by Divine Pre- 
0 | | vidence 5 
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ighty Hand does in every Inſtant of Time, 
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8 FORE Ig among other aka * 
niſh out to. all holy Angels, and perf 
glorifed Men, Matter, new Matter of die 
Aſtoniſnment and Joy unto all Eterhity. BG 
above all-and in particular, with what Lamm 
of moſt divineh ſweet extaſies of unvitterahly 
vaſt' Exultation will all glorified Men be quit 
tranſported when they will not only moſt per 
fetly Know God in general as an infinitely 
Excellent Being; but alſo, when they ſhall Il. 
their infinitely. amiable Goel, Face to Face, and 
enjoy Him and all other Things beſides him 
as their infinitely great Good, and moſt diving 
ly beautiful and eternal Inheritance and Poſſeſ 
| r Hail all ye Saints.! Hail all ye Angeh ! Per 
All ye happy, happy, happy Favourites of Gol 
Jehovah, Hail! Hallelujah! Hallelujak! 
Greatly, greatly, greatly praiſe the great Je 
hovah, to the Excellexcy of whole Greatneſs, then 
is 20 End! - Surely the Service is infa 
33 and moſt ſupremely delightful ; ſince i 
is infinitely much more than due to the 1nfinitul 
ef the Divine Excellency, and moſt aſtoniſhing 
unmerited, and eternal Beneficence of Jehonal. 
| Strike you, then, I beſeech you, O my 'deafel 
Auditors, O ſtrike, I conjure you, the ve 
higheſt Keys. Let your Lips pour out abu 
| 4 the manifold Praiſe of God in the v 
grandeſt, very higheſt, and moſt perfect pok 
fible Strains. excite all Creatures together vii 


younle]ver, laying 10 OY the Lord "wi 
me 


ve, and let us exalt bi Name together. Pal} 
ir. z. O keep not Silence, then, but praiſe - | 
Wis great and glorious Name, which is infinitely Mt 
exalted above all Bleſſing, and above all Praiſe, and 2 
above. all Things. Adopt the Language of the: 
Plalmiſt, ſaying ? Bleſſed be the Lord God / Ml 
Iſrael, from Everlaſting to Everlaſting ; And _—_ 
lt all the People ſay, Amen. Praiſe ye the Lord. 
Plal. cvi. 48. Surely the Service is per- 
tectly reaſonable : For what can be more rea- 
ſonable than to Praiſe Jehovah moſt greatly, 
upon the account of his infinitely excellent 
Greatneſs, and moſt divine Goodneſs. Moſt: 
certainly, Auditors, ſince God is poſſeſſed of 
lo many infinitely glorious natural, and morab 
PerfeBlions ; and ſince his Beneficence is abſo- 
lutely boundleſs, it is not only our Duty, anck 
Happineſs; but it ought to be our moſt ſu- 
preme, and /o/e Delight, to celebrate and praiſe his 
great Name from Eternity unto Eternity in the 
very higheſt, and moſt perfect poſſible Manner. 
Surely after the general Reſurrection, final 
Conſummation, and moſt perfect Reſtitution of 
all Things, all the perfectly glorified Men and, 
holy Angels of God, will. have, will know, 
will dre no other Felicity, ne other Duty, 
no other Joy, except only to praiſe moſt: 
greatly, moſt perfectly, and in the very beſt. 
poſſible Manner, the Infinitude of the' divine, 
Greatneſs. And is, not, Jehovah great, and, 
Fcatly to be 200, pour £. O00 
wh ks . 
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© no 788 of ik Fe But ſeeing t that il 
true Virtue, or real Piety, and moral Ama 
ment, can only have its Foundation in, or t 
its Beginning from the Underſtanding Shi 
that which is unknown, is unbeloved : For wh 
He u::derſtanding does not exhibit to the Wi 
good, excellent and beautiful, the Will ce 
dete, agreeable to the Latin Adage, Jy 
nulla Cupido; then it is a moſt plain and k 
evident truth, that we cannot poſſibly love i 
Praiſe an unknown God. Contrariwiſe it 
ablolutely impoſſible that we ſhould know Gi 
as infinitely great, infinitely excellent, and beg 
ficent, and not love, and praiſe him. Heng 
the true and faithful Witneſs, even our m 
glorious, and infinitely amiable Redeemer, t| 
Lord J-ſus Chriſt, who is Truth and Verad 
. Itſelf, and cannot poſſibly lie, ſays: This it li 
eternal, that they might know thee the only th 
Ged, 8 Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, 
17. 3. But as the true Knowledge of 
better than Life ; So being ignorant of Gol 
worſe than Death. Hence the wiſeft of al Md 
e ſays; then I ſaw that Wiſdom oxcelld 
Fully, as for as Light excelleth Darkneſs, Ex 
n. 13. Wherefore he elſewhere declares, thatil 
Soul without Knowledge, is not good. Fro 
Nix. 2, There fore there is a moſt horrible Ve 
_ ge ance denourced againſt thoſe, that know 
God. See 1. Thefl. i. 7, 8, 9. When the Lord] 
(us al be revealed A Heaven with his . 


Angels, in flaming Fire, taking. Vengeance on _ 
im that know not God, and that obey ust the © 
ſpe] of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : Who ſb ill ble 
ed with everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
reſence of the Lord, and from the glory of bis 
oer. Moſt certainly it will fare, or be very ut 
th all thoſe, who do not know and greatiy 
aile the great Jehovah, if they perſiſt in their 
joſt exceſfive Folly unto Death: O what Ter- 
rs will ſeize them when the infinitely ſolemn - 
eckoning, and moſt divinely ſevere Exami- 
ion commence: For the Reward of their 
Wands ſhall be given them. And an horrible 
empeſt, even a molt violent and infinitely , 
lamitous Hurricane of Eternal Vengeance 
all be the Portion of their Cup. For they 
ill, on the Day of univerſal juſt Retribution, 
ſummoned before the Judge of Heaven and 
81th, ſeated upon a very awful! Throne of Glo- 

, fulminating and thundering with the infinite 
igour of God's inflexible Juſtice andJudgment, 
hich are the firmneſs and very Foundation of 

at moſt dreadful Tribunal. I ſay all finally 
penitent Rebels, will be hurried into the Pre- 
ce of the great Judge of the Univerſe, moſt 
any ſcated, and attended with My riads of 
oly Angels, darting ſwifter than Lightning 
om Pole to Pole, and from Eaft to Weſt 
the Intimation of the divine Pleaſure. A 
udge, from whoſe Face the Heaven and the 
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arth fled away, according to the Viſion of 
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Then Jeſus Chrift, the tremendous, righteous 


wretches, | ſaying in the very Fire of his if 
_ Finite Fury, yea in the very Thunder of hi 


ſequence of this i»finitely ſevere, yet. infinite: 


- laſting Deſpair, I mean in an infinitely dif 


St. John. A Judge, at whoſe fierce Indignalſharc 
tion the whole Creation trembles like a Leaf 


Judge, armed with Anger and Vengeance, will 
denounce the infinitely ſevere Sentence of ein 
nal Death and Damnation againſt all tho moſt 
guilty, naked, defenceleſs, and moſt obnoxioyMWmore 


vine Anger; I know you not whence ye arti 
depart from me, ye workers of Iniquity, Yeaſexch; 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Finition | 
Prepared for the Devil and bis Angels. In conffed C 


Juſt Sentence, they will he caft into outer Darkocic 
neſs, into the Abys of utter Perditian. (Not deteſſitriun 
ming whether this Place will be in the infini 
Abys of Darkneſs, or empty Space - beyond tl 
Boundaries as it were of the Univerle.) 'Wujah 
this moſt wretched Place of Torment, and eveifimora 


Hell, they will be utterly deſtitute of all G 
and ſuffer all Evil. Then and there they Dres 
find, by woful, and immenſely miſerable EA Eſtir 
Tience, that they are caſt out of God's from 


vour forever. They will find that they hanWthe » 
by their Final Unbelief and Impenitence, ¶rupt 
| Poſed themſelves to the Diſpleaſure of God; 
that they have ſet themſelves up as a Mark 
the rightaiming thunderbolts of the Almigi Sin 
and infinitely incenſed Jehovah, Then * 
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& that, by their moſt deſperate / Folly, they 
have exchanged an. infinitely; great, and ever- 
afting Good, even God and bis Favour, which oF 
mplies perfect Felicity; for an infinitely great, 
nd eternal Evil, even God's eternal Anger 
{ Vengeance, which ſuppoſes the higheſt an 
Wnoſt complete Miſery. OI The monftrous, - 
nore than monſtrous Folly: of impenitent Sig- 
ners] To barter an infinitely great and eter- 
al Good, for an infinitely. great and eternal T. 
vil; yea, to prefer all Evil, to a Good; to 
exchange, as it were, Heaven for Hell, Sulva- 
tion for Damnation; to prefer the moſt wretch- 
d Company of the moſt execrable Crew of 
all the damned Monſters in Hell, to the bliſsful 
ociety of all the ſupremely bleſſed Hoſt of 
atriumphant Kings in Heaven; to prefer eternal 
FGrict to everlaſtigg Joy; the Blaſphemics of 
he accurſed Children of the Devil, tothe Halle- 
ujſahs of the Children of God; all natural and 
moral Evil, to all natural and moral Good; 
Wl! poſſible Deformity, Imperfection and Shame, 
io all poſſible Beauty, Perfection, and Glory 
Dread/ul Commutetion ! moſt miſerably wrong 
WEſtimation of all Thing! arifing, and flowing 
from the Source, ſhall I ſay ? Nay, rather from 
"the very Sink of an infinitely deep moral Cor- 
roption of the Mind, of the Underſtanding, ef 
the Jude ment. No Wonder that the very wiſeſt 
9 all Men, Solomon, ſo very frequently calls 
Won Fol, while he terms Piety Niſdem: For. 
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table. Then * vill Howl, weep, and enafh 
their Tecth : Yea, they will moſt violently 
ſcream, and moſt homly blaſpheme the God 
Ml of Heaven, the very God that — and created 
chem, by reaſon of the great Extremity of their 
R racking, moſt excruciating, and eternal Tor- 
ments. 
But theſe Thoughts are excteding gloomy; 
Wl they exhibit a Picture, and Proſpe a of an in- 
finitely diſmal and eternal Bowe. And why 
mould I endeavour to paint to you the dread- 
© tu! End of impenitent, faichleſs Rebels, fince f 
J would hope better Things concerning you all, 
wy dear Hearers. I hope we all greatly praiſe 
che Lord, becauſe he is Great. Yet if ſome 
of us ſhould be ſo unhappy, as not. greatly to 
praiſe the infinitely great, the infinitely good, 
and moſt beneficient Jehovah, let all 2 ſin- 
cerely, and, with their whole Heart, repent of 
their great Folly, and black, and ſhameful In- 
J eratitude, Let all impenitent Sinners, fly to 
Chrift with an unfeigned Faith, and deep Re- 
pentance; not only to be delivered from the 
Puniſhment, but alſo, and principally to be ſaved 
from the predominant Power, and very being 
of Sin, to the End that they may greatly praiſe 
the great Jehovah for ever and ever. The 
Conſideration .of the greatneſs, and mulriplicity 
of your Sins ought not to diſcourage you, 
ought not to deter you, nor plunge you into 
Deſpair. By no 2 God is 1 


% Love itſelf: For God is. Love! - Jebowy 
is allſufficieht. And the Grace of God is "md 
than lufficient for the very chiefeſt of all Sinners} 
And Jehovah himſelf has even ſworn by the 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of hj 
own Glory, that he has no Pleaſure in the Dea 
of a Sinner, but that he ſhotild repent and Ty 
let this immenſe greatneſs of divine Goodnek 
lead you te ſincere Repentance. Let the infinite 
ſuperabundant allſufficiency, and moſt ſtupendy: 
,ous, eternal, divine Philanthropy of the mal 
adorable Jehovah be the Foundation of all your 
Hope, and the firm Baſis of your moſt hoh 
Faith. Confide in the infinite Merits, and every 
way perfect Attonement of Jeſus Chriſt,” az the 
matter of your Juſtification in the Sight of God 
Contribute all your labours, all your very utmdf 
endeavours to glorify God by Jeſus Chriſt : Fe 


in this does ſaving Faith confiſt. And this 30 be 
. ought to do ww : For, behold, 8 hn 
is. the accepted Time; New is the Day of Sal Hor 
vation. Therefore you ought to repent n Can 
even in the preſent Inflant: Since the neil [eſs 
Hovr, the next Minute, ye the very next M Mar 
nent may put a Period to our mortal LfA 
and utterly preclude even the poſſibility of Re Cre: 
pentance and Salvation. Procraftination is it ful | 
finitely dangerous, infinitely fooliſh, and ibi beh. 
nitely criminal here. The preſent Time, the Gui] 
is the only certain Time, and Op rtunitij to ſ. 
and without all perad venture, the al fojih i _ 
F wh 


Wiſdey 
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G. 
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Wiſdom diret᷑ts and l You moſt end 
W-ccly to embrace it as the very beſt to ſecure 
an intereſt in the divine Fayour, Which is bettet 
han Life itſelf, even as his Frown is worſe than 
Death. To delay the infinitely mementous 
Buſineſs, or Work, even for the Space of one 
Moment, may, for ought any creature knows 
to the reverſe, plunge you into the Abyſs of 
ptter Deſtruction and eternal Deſpair. Fot 
God's Sake, then, and for the ſake of the ever 

lasting Salvation of your own Soul, lay hold 
this preſent Moment, I beſeech you, Ithere is 
no other in your Power, no other certain, ) lay 
hold on the Hope ſet before you in the eter- 
ha) Goſpel. Will ye delay one Moment, one 
Inſtant to fly from an infinyely diſmal, and e- 
ternal Hell? Can you doubt one. Moment; 
W whether you will ſeek an everlaſting, and an 
ipfinitely delightful Heaven, or not? Is not the 
Honour and. Glory of God a ſufficient Motive ? 
Ml Cannot the infinitely dolorous Paſſion. and bound- 

% Philanthropy of the great Redeetner, of 
Mar kind, allure your Hearts? Surely you have 
all that is in the Creator, and all that is in the 
Creation; you have all that is a and deligbt- 
u in Time and Erernity to conſtrain you to 
believe in Jeſus. Let not the greatneſs of your 
Guilt deter you. Let not your utter inability 
to ſave yourſelf, diſcourage your Heart; nor 
deter you from the great Duty, and Work of 
believing in Jeſus. You have to do with a 

YE EIS 


8 
God of tBinite, «ft and Power; Abd 
who is Love, Love in the very abltrag, Lon 
"Itlelt. A God who delighteth to pardon. ax 
blot out al} your Sins; and who delightethi 
perfect his Strength in Weakneſs, and to d 
Play his divine Omnipotence in your moſt e 
| eine Imbecillity, and utter Inability. Sure 
| you. are able to pray. At leaſt you can (| 
- Uivine Grace) aſk a Bleſſing. This, methich 
you dare not, you cannot Pefhbly deny. W 
then, never fear; only aſk, For fo runs tl 
high Precept, and infinitely conſolatry Prom 
of the great Redeemer; Aſe, and it ſhall 
given you; ſeek, and ye Hull find ; knock, i 
ot ſhall be opened unto you : Now note well t 
unhounded extenſiveneſs of the Promiſe, 
- aoOre the moſt divine Benignity of Him th 
made it: For every one; adorable Goodnel 
Emery ene that dſketh receiveth , and be ti 
[zeketh findeth ;, and to him that knocketh it þ 
be opened. And that no poſſible Encoura 
ment may be wanting, Jeſus goes on, 4 
in endleſs Grate ſuperadds: Or what 
is there of you, whoin if his Son aſk Bread, u 
he give him a Stone? Or if be alk @ Fiſp 
he give him a Serpent ? Tf you then being er 
knew how to give good Gifts unto your Chill 


tw much more ſhall your Rakes which ion 
Heaven give good things 10 them that aſt hi oft 
Mat. vn. „ 8, 4, iO, 11. Chr Jeſus ! luſt 
allo promiled you the Gift and Aſſiſtance of uns #47 
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aly Spirit, to help _ inärmities 1 ſo hae: 
ven your Inability ought not to dat you., 
or thus ſays Chriſt Luke xi. 13. If ye then,” 
ing evil, know how to give good Gifts untoy 
pur Children: How much more ſball your heaven 
y Father give the Holy Spirit id them that. aſe, 
im? And ig order. ta, encaurage you yet. 
ore, He gives you. the very higheſt, and, 
ery ſtrongeſt. poſſible Aſſurance. For though, 
| the divine Promiſes are f poke by a Mouth. 
nat cannot lie, and therefore are perfectly (ure ;. 
yet in condeſcenſion to your moſt extreme Im- 
xcillity, which is in very deed infinite Conde- 
enſion, God gives them the Sanction of his 
wn inviolable Oat, to the end that he might 
riumph over. all, your Incredulity, and that 
ou might yield a moſt cordial and firm Aſ- 
ent to the moſt divine Latallibility ot his 
romiſes. And this good News, io great. is 
he divine Goodneſs, God has charged 
is Miniſters to bring, declare and pub iſn 
nto. you. Say unto them. as I live, ſaith the 
Lord God, I have no Pleaſure in. the Death of 
be wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his Way. 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil by 'Y 
Wy” why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? V.zck 
Xxiii. 11. O do not, then, by Unbelief, makes 
oda Liar! Dao not, I conjure you, by your 
nolt irrational and infinitely criminous Incre- 
dulity make the great Jehovah himſelf, a —. 


juror! For God's Sake, let not black De-. 
lait 
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ſpair plunge you into the” Abyſs-of eternal Her 
dition, and abſolutely irremediable Miſery, 
This would be infinite Madneſs, infinite Per- to 
verſity indeed. O fly to - Chriſt, "then, with in « 
the Wings of an unfeigned Faith, and with co. 
deep Repentance. Let not the multipficity wit 
and inveteracy of your Sins, diſcourage you Jars 
let not the higheſt enormity, and moſt extrem Gr: 
Aagrancy of your Guilt let nothing deter yo the 
From this neceſſary and moſt falutary Work; 
You have the Promiſe of the God of Truth; 
you have the moſt inviolable Oath of Jehovat 
Himſelf for your Warrant. To remove every 
poſſible, every imaginable Difficulty; and 1 
take away all Diſcouragements without Ex 
ception, Chriſt gives you the ſtrongeſt and ful 
left Aſſurance that Words can convey, ſaying 
Him that cometh to me, be his Sins ever ſo great 
ever ſo many) I will (pay all poſſible Attentio 
to this, O Sinner,) in no wiſe (by no poſſib 
Means, upon no Account at all) caſt out, A 
gainſt this methinks, the moſt ſtubborn, 


moſt deſperate Incredulity itſelf, .cannot in trit 
Proof. Infinitely great, precious and conſol all 
tory is this thy Promiſe, O thou moft blood he 
Bridegroom of thy Church, thou infinitely ani} Pr: 
able Jeſu! Let the greatneſs of Jehovah, u mi: 
the greatneſs of his Goodneſs, and the allſd 


ficiency of his Grace, lead you, O Sinner, 
Repentance. May God of his infinite Mer 
grant you this to the Honour, and Suat 
RET TT TIT ty. wer 0 Prail f 
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Rraiſe of. his qwn great Name. 


But it is now high Time that I turn my 1 
to you, who actually praiſe the great Jehovah, 
in order to addreſs the Remainder of this Diſ- 
courſe to your Chriſtian Attention. Endeavour 
wich all your might to acquire the moſt en- 
larged, diſtin& and clear Ideas of the infinite 
Greatneſs and excellency of the Lord God, to 
the end that you may praiſe him moſt greatly. 
And as God has manifeſted his tremendous 
Greatngſs, and moſt adorable Goodneſs: in his 
twogrand Volumes, or Books, namely the great 
Book of Nature, and the greater ſupernatural - 
Book of Grace, or the holy Bible,' You ought 
Day and Night ta, ſtudy both. But moſt you 
muſt ſtudy the Bible. The ſacred Bible, that 
moſt divine Sanctuary, gives you the cleareſt, the 
fulleſt, and very grandeſt poſſible Exhibition of 
all the infinite Excellencies of the unereated 
Being. Here you are preſented with a perfect 
Hiſtory of all the 'glorious Ways and Works 
of God, whether paſt, preſent, or future. O con- 
tribute all your Labours, all your Endeavours, 
all your very utmoſt Efforts, to know God as 
he has revealed himſelt in the facred Scriptures, 
Pray without ceaſing, that God may by the 
mighty Power of divine Grace, open your Eyes, 
that you may more: plainly ſee the moſt divine 
Wonders of his Law. It is a ſelfevident, infal- 
lible, and undeniable Truth, that the more we 


know of the Greatacls and e of 2 * 
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yah, the more we will Love, fear and pra 


him. And it is equally certain and evident, 


that the moſt ſupreme and ultimate end of God 


in his whole divine (Economy both of Nature 
and Grace, neither is, nor can be any other, than 
to manifeſt his Greatneſs that we might moſt 
greatly praiſe him for ever and ever. And to 
praiſe the, great Jehovah, O Children of God, 
you have the greateſt poſſible Motives, I fay 
you are under infinitely ſtrong, under infinitely 
tender Obligations, to fear, to love, to thank, 
to celebrate, and greatly praiſe the Lord your 
God. For God is not only infinitely excellent in 
Greatneſs, but he alſo is your Portion; the 
whole Univerſe is your Portion; eternal happi- 
- neſs is your Portion; all things without excep- 
tion are your eternal and infinitely great Portion, 
even your ſupreme and perfect Good. All this 
is evident, in general, from the divine teſtimony 
which occurs Rev. xxi! He that over- 


cometh Hall inherit all things and I will be bn. 


Ged, and he ſhell be my Son. , 
But more particularly I ſhall ſhew, 
1. That God is the portion of his People for- 


ever. See Pſal. Ixxiii: 26. God is the Strength 


of my Heart, and my Portion for ever. This very 
comfortable Doctrine merits, more than merits 
the deepeſt, and moſt exact attention of Gods 
univerſal Church. Wherefore God himſelf chal- 
lenged all poſſible Attention, when he vouctfſafed 


to declare and deliver it, Saying : Hear, Q wy 


People 
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Prople, and I will 1 01 * and I will 
teſtify among thee: , God, am thy God. Pal. - 
| 

be But not. he] is the Ipfinitely great and 
moſt divinely glorious God, the eternal Portion 
of his People; but alto all Creatures, or the 
whole Univerſe, is the everlaſting property, or 
portion of God's Favourites, Foy all Things 
are yours : whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cepbas, 
or the World, or Life, or Death, or ©Things 
preſent, or Things io come; all are yours; And 
ye are Chriſt's ; and Chriſt 15 God's, 1. Cor. 
lll, 21, 22, 23. 

2. Finally, whatever God, and all Creatures 
have done, now do, and ever will do; in one 
Word, all Things without any Exception at all, 
muſt all cooperate for good, even for the very 
beſt to all thoſe who love God in Sincerity. 
For St. Paul ſays; Ve know (not we dream, 
we conjecture, we with, we hope; but (we ds 
know that all Things work together for good is. 
them that love God. Rom. viii. 28. So that 
all Things, without Exception, belong to the 
People of God. Or at leaſt every true Believer 
will be put in the full, and eternal Poſſeſſion of 
all Things. For, if 1 may be allowed to repete 
the above cited Text, Rev. xxi. 7. He that 
overcometh Hall inberit all T hings : (Conſe- 
quently merit nothing : ) and J will he his Ged, 
and he fhall be my Son. Here I would remark, 
that the Phraſe, I will be his God, is the grand 

Promiſe 


\ 


„ 


Promiſe of the Coverant. And it teadhes t. 
that the infinitely great, , every way .perfef} 
and moſt ſupreme God, 1s not only in gener 
the Portion of the Believer ; but moſt particy- 
larly, that he is to and for bim, all that, what: 
ſoever he can poſſibly be by the abſolute inf. 
nitude of all his divine PerteCtions, That z, 

that God will render every true Believer f 
perfect, fo glorious, ſo glad, and ſo happy as he 
even by all his ir finitely per fe & Atiributts, pefſ 
bly can. In other Words, tbat God will ccm 
municate ard give to all Believers all thi 
good Thirgs they are capable of, or thei 


Imited Nature can pciſibly admit, Yea ! TRei 
 / Phraſe manifeſtly imports, that the ir finite Rein 
great Jehovah freely gives himſelf, and all the im bein 
menſely rich Treaſures of his divine Allſuffci and 
ency to his People ; and that he will give then Obj. 
a perfect ſatiety of the moſt raviſhing, of tui moſ 
meſt divinely glorious Joys, eterrally.s com 
But furthermore it is ſuperadded; And ill; 
Hall be my Son. | Dev 
Io be Sons ard Daughters of God Almighty. t 
is a capital Benefit of the Covenant of Grace pal, 
For, as many as received him, id them gave M mall 
Peer ts beceme the Sens of Ged, even 10 thi Serv 
that believe on his Name: Which were born, Dau 
of Blocd, nor of the will of the Fleſb, nor of 1 de. 
vill of Man, but of God. John 1. 12, born 
But this is the Covenant that I wwill make Wl tend 


the Honſe of Iſrael; After thoſe Days, 2 
e r Foe. * 
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yy, will put my => (hear this ye Anting2 

mians,) I will put my Law in their inward Parts, 

and write it in their Hearts; and Iwill be their 
od, und they ſhall be my People. Jer. xxxi. 33. 8 

But it deſerves our moſt particular Notice, F 

nd challenges the exacteſt and very greateſt \'F 

offible Attention, that it is not ſaid here; He 1 

hat overcometb, ſhall be my Servant; Al- 

though it is indeed a moſt Sublime Honour to 

e a Servant of the moſt high God, the poſſeſs 

Wor of Heaven, and Earth. No! But he ſhall 
be my Son! Moſt endearing, Appelation ! 1! Signi- 

ficant and expreſſive of the moſt honourable 

WRejation that can pbſſibly ſubſiſt between twö 

heings. A Son, (eſpecially a firſt born Sof) 

| being one of the moſt excellent, moſt worthy 

and honourable Sex; is always the moſt favourite "F 

Object of parental Affection. Moſt gracious, ' iſ 

wel glorious Promiſe then: For he that over- 
cometh. the great, the mighty and moſt formida- 

ble triple Hoſt of Darkneſs; Namely, the 

Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; in a Word, 

he that triumphs over all his internal and exter- 

hal, all his ſpiritual and bodily Enemies; he 

W all not only be the Creature, not only the 

Servant, not only a Child, not only the 

Daughter; No! But a Sor alſo, Yea | even 

WW dear, pleaſant, darling, and moſt favourite firft- 

born Son of the Moſt High God | What moſt 

ender, moſt honourable, and moſt glorious 

Relations do all the Conquerors, or to Uſe at 

mo 


Froſt ſublime and kt Wipes Prat 


for fince I ſpake to him, I do earneſtly rememy 


% F x 


thoſe who are more than Conquerors, bare 
Bod and Chriſt ? For I am (nota opt im, ith 
the Aſſertion of Jehovah himſelf) J am a Fall 
zo Iſrael, and Ephraim is my fir Born. I; 
Epbraim my dear Son? is be not a pleaſant Chill 


him ftill: Therefore my Bowels are troubled off 
bim: I will ſurely have Mercy upon bim, ſaj 
the Lord, Jer. 31. 9, and 20. Behold (if 
this injunction of Jeſus awake and rouſe yau 
utmoſt Attention to what follows) my Moths 
and my Brethren. For whoſoever Jhall do i 
will of my Father which is in Heaven, the fam! 


my ogg and Sifter, and Mother. Mat | | * 
12. 3 ö 

Wich = 0 Divine Philanthröpy, v 1 : 
what infinitely deep and moſt ſtupenguou po 
Commiſeration do the Bowels of 1 yen 
over Leu? How infinite is the Honour Golf © 
has conferred, and laviſned upon You ? And 1 
O how great is thy goodneſs, O ene, 097, W 
#hou haſt laid up for them that fear thee z , 
thou haſt wrought for them that truſt in tht * 
before the Sons of men ! Pal. 31. 19. Ce 5 
As it is written, Eye path not ſeen, nor 1 © 
heard, neither have entered into the Heart of N. * 
he things which God hath prepared for ilu * 
that love him. 1. Cor. 2, g. O lan” 


intreat you then, If you can need any entreath 


grey to praiſe mw great, your good, and 
| | beneficent 


| n 1 
neficent "END, Praiſe the infinitely facred, 
d moſt adorable Trinity: Love, thank-and. 
tie moſt greatly God the Father, becauſe 
bo loved the World, that he gave his only 
octen Son, that whoſoever beſieveth in him 
ould not periſh but have eternal Life. Love, 
ank and ' praife molt greatly God the Son, 
at he has ſo loved you, as to die the moſt 
znful- and ſhametul Death of the Croſs, that 
might waſh you from all. your Sins in his own” 
ood, Love, thank and praiſe moſt greatly 


mighty and moſt faturary Operation, pro- 
ced Repentance and Faith in your Souls, that 
> might be perfectly juſtified, Glorified, beat. 
d; not only in a full conſiſtancy with the infi- 
te Perfections of God, and the Honour of 
e divine Law, but even to the very greateſt 
oſſible Glory and Honour of both. ' Surely it 
an infinitely reaſonable Thing, to love the 
ord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all 
Soul, and with all thy Strength, and with all 
Mind; and your Neighbour as your ſelf. 

our Neighbour being by nature equally good 
tith your ſelf.) It is without all peradventure,' 
W'ioitely reaſonable that you greatly praiſe the 
ord your. God, with Thankſgiving, or as Paul 


„eas, by thanking God in all Things: For 


8! Things are God's Gift, or are given to you by 


4 
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od the Holy Ghoſt, becaufe he has, by his. | 


od, How great then are our Obligations to, 
Kitude 2 Surely the greatneſs of e 


N 


G.. -1 
Thanks ought to be equal to the Greatneſs, 


Number of the Gifts ar Benefits given, u che 
received. But the greatneſs and N umber Fl fir 
the Gifts, and Benefits, are infinite and atio 
numerable, and Eternal: For they are Godly c 
they are yourſelf, they are the whole UaiverleMov 
they are Salvation, they are the Fulneſs of 
eternal Joy, they are all Things, as we have de eff 
monſtrated already. How: then; I beſeech youll nec 
can you be duly thankful to your infinitely, Gren be 
infinitely Good, and moſt incomprehenſibj not 


beneficent Creator. F urthermore, ' ſuppoſe af ten 
Man preſented one of you with the Sum of tei to 
thouſand Pounds; with what Gratitude and Joi evi 
would you receive the nomihal Gift? Ho the 
much would you love him, and how highly of 
would you think your ſelf obliged to him for lui 
the handful of Duſt ! How much then ougit]iſ ab 
you to love God, who gives himſelf to you, au 
the whole Univerſe forever, and makes all Thing 
work for your beſt Eternally * ? Surely as mua 
as may be. | 

And here I cannat but remind you of a mol 
glorious Truth, never, never to be forgotten, 
and of which we have took Notice in the Ex 
Plication of the Text; viz, That all Creature 
or the whole Creation, even the great Uaiverl, 
has not only been firſt, or originally created, 
ar produced out of Nothing by. the Nod d 
Omnipotence; But that every individual Cter 


dure in particulary and the whole Univerſe 
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( 82 ) E 
general owes the Continuation of its Exiſtence te 
uche ſame Almighty Nod of God's Will: Since 


te Exifteace of the Univerſe, and the Continu- 
ation thereof, cannot but abſolutely, and entire- 
0d |y depend upon the Almighty Will, and infinitely 
me ſovereign Bleaſure of the Deity. For, the Will 


of God, (by which he creates, produces and 
effectuates all Things) being Omaipotent, it 
neceſſarily follows, that whatever he wills, muſt 
be done, and mult be ; and whatever he wills 


ibi not, cannot be done, nor be; abſolute Omnipo- 
e of tence being irreſiſtable. Now it we apply this 
ten to the Univerſe, it will appear moſt inconteſtibly 
Jo evident, that not only the Being, or Exiſtence of 
lol the whole Univerſe, but alſo the Continuation 
a of the Being, or Exiſtence of the Univerſe, abſo- 
to lutely, wholly and neceſſarily depends on the 
ge abſolute Omanipotence of God's Will. For 
adi trom and by the abſolute Omnipotence of the 


divine Will it came to paſs, and could not but 
come to paſs, that when God willed the Exiſt- 
ence of the Univerſe firſt, it could not. but ex- 
ſt ; ſince abſolute Omnipotence knows no Im- 
poſſibility, and cannot be reſiſted. And that 


the Univerſe has ever ſince, that is, ever ſince 
its firſt Exiſtence, depended upon the Omnipo- 
e tent Nod of God's Will, or upon the conſtant 
0 and Omnipotent Volition of the Deity, and will 


depend thereon ſo long as it will continue to 
exiſt (which will be to all Eternity) may be all 
proved with perfect Cextainty from the abſolute 
La 13. 1 1 5 | Omnipotence 
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| a. - 39} 
Aawnipatence f God' Na Will, without which 
the Univerſe cannot poſſibly mantis, ics Exiſt. 
ence. Much leis can os Univerſe ſupport and 
maintain its Exiſtence againſt the Thunder of 
Jehovah's Nod. If theretore the Exiſtence, and 
conftant, and eternal Continuation, or Duration 
of the whole Univerſe entierly, wholly and only 
_depends on zhe Almighty and perpetual. Exer- 
tion of Omnipotence, then it plainly follows, 
that the divine Power, Wildom, and molt a- 
dorable Goodneſs of the great Jehovah is con- 
ſtantly, and eternally exerted, employed, and 
exerciſed for your Good; and that he always, 
or forever works, and makes all other Things 
without Exception work together for your meſt 
ſupreme Good. Yea if the whole Univerſe, 
the whole Creation, even all Things without 
exception, depend on the eternal Exertion of 
Omnipotence both for their Exiſtence, and for 
their eternal Duration, or for the everlaſting 
Continuation of their Exiſtence, as + hay 
been proved with abſolute certainty from the 
abſolute Omnipotence of the divine Will. And 
8 God, and. all Creatures, even the whole 
viverſe, are all yours; and if all God does, 
and all that which all Creatures do, in a Word, 
| if all Things without Exception, whether paſt 
nn preſent or future, do, muſt, will, and ſhall eters 
nally work together for your beſt, as has been 
proved even from Scripture z then, without al 


—— God is eternally in the very Act og 
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blelling you, not only, as it were continilally ereat: 
ing you; for Divines ſay that (Conſer vation it a 
continual Creation) but he alſo conſtantly, inceſſant 
ly; and eternally,” preſents you with , yourſelves; 
and with the whole Creation, withhimfelt, with 
ali Good, with all poſſible Happineſs, even. 404th 
all Things. Here then is a conftant, perpetual 


* 


created; a Gift of all Things, always, giving, 
always receiving; I mean a Gift evety Mo- 
ment recently given, and every Moment re- 
cently receivei . O.how infinitely, how moſt 
divinely good is that Giver, who always gives 
you all Things,  unmerited not only, but ever 
contrary to all your deſerts? And if Gad by 
his all creating, all ſupporting, all directing, and 
all over-ruling Providente gives, and you re- 
ceive, every Moment, every Inſtant, a new, or 
over again, the recent, the infinitely great; and 
every way perfect, and divively. good Gift of 
all Things; yea if the Detree,. and the Execution 
of it in the Works of Nature, and Grace, or 
Providence, is an eternal Donation of all Good, 


infinitely are you obligated to love, thank and 
praiſe the great Jehovah, in the infinite ſuper- 


neſs, the whole Creation ſwims, and exults, and 
laughs, and fings ? And if the divine Bene- 
ficence does, in an Ipſtant lay you under an 


reterve 


and erna! Gift of all Good, created, and un- 


how much are you indebted to God? How. 


abundance of whoſe moſt divinely laviſh Good-. 


thaoite Obligation to God, finee. you. actually 


% 
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. 11 
receive all Things in every Moment; ud 
What Manner of Obligation to God will then 
I beſeech you, all the numberleſs Moments of E 
ternity (in every one of which, you actual 

receive all Things, ) lay you to God? | Hoy 
great, I ſay, will a moſt ſupremely bliſsful E. 
ternity; render your Debt? How great your 
Obligation to God? Surely; your Obligation 
to love, and praiſe and adore God ( although 
infinite) will grow greater, ſtronger and work 
tender, eternally. O Jet the Infinityude of the 
greatneſs of Jehovah; in Conjunction with hi 
infinite and eternal, and moſt divine Beneficence, 
be your Motive to praiſe the Lord greath; 
let it engage all your Powers to love him mot 
ſupremely for ever. This was God's ſupreme 
End in your Creation, but moſt eſpecially in your 
eternal Redemption. Therefore the Apoſil 
ſaid; Le are @ choſen Generation, a royal Pri- 
"hood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People; that y 
ſhould fhew forth the Praiſes of him; who hath 
ralled ybu out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light, 
1, Pet. ii. 9. And Paul ſays 1 Ye are bought 
with a Price: therefore glorify God in your Bud), 
und in yourSpirit, which are Gon's, 1. Cor, vi 
20. Let the infinite greatneſs of the PerfeCtioh 
of Jehovah; together with the Iminenſity of li 
inceſſant; and eternal Beneficicnce, fire yout 
Hearts with all poſſiblè Love and Gratituds 
towards Him, Sin not againſt the Lord you! 
God : That would be the blackeſt, and mot 

exetta- 
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2 
tetable and to your areal; and mon 
dorable Bent factor. That 4 — be the moſt 
xtreme perverſity indeed ! But, on the Con 
rary, let me beſeech you, Brethren, by the 
nfinite Mercies of God, that ye preſent your 
Bodies agliving Sacrifice, holy acceptable untd 
od, which is your reaſonable Service. Surely 
tis your moſt reaſonable Service and bounden 


ime, at all Times, and even unto all Eternity; 
ontribute your utmoſt Endeavours, all your 
Labours, all your moſt vigorous, ftronk 

igheſt and very greateſt. pofſible Efforts, to- 
ards the Promotion and Advancement of the 
lory of the Infinitely great and - immenſely 
good God. I ſay it is your bounden Duty, 
that you do all, moſt zealouſly. and devoutly, 


Souls and Bodies, together with all their Pow- 
rs and influence; in a Word, your eternal all, 
a living, burning, flaming, eternal, and moſt 
acceptable Sacrifice of Thanks, and Praiſe, 
aid Glory to Jehovah. , Surely the in- 


glorious Greatnefs of the Eternal Jeho- 
vah, together with his moſt Stupendious 
Goodneſs towards you, challenge the Ser- 
vice at your Hands, end renders the ſame per- 
ety rational. Whether therefore ye eat or drinR; 
o whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of God; 
90 not only glorify _ praiſe God, each one 


* 


Duty, that you do one and all of you, at this 


eſt, 


preſent; give over, deliver, and offer up your 


finitely excellent, and moſt - tranſendently 
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n 
dk you in his own Perſon z but uſe all yourly 
fluence to excite others to praiſe Jehovah wil 
you. Endeavour to ſet a good Example 
praiſing Jehoyah. Let the moſt divinely g- 
rious Light of Holineſs in all manner of & 
verſation, ſhine before Men, that they, may (ﬆ 
your good Works, and glorify your Father 
Which is in Heaven. Ever praiſe the Creatqr 
Never praiſc the Creature. The Creator chal 
lenges al your Praiſe, aithough he is infinite 
exalted above all Bleſſing, and all Pie 
Yea Becauſe the great, and glorious Name d 
the Lord your God is infinitely, and eterpally 
exalted above all Bleſſing, and above all Prak 
and above all Things, therefore he is worth, 
therefore only he is infinitely more than worthy 
Hi ail poſſible Ble ſſing, and all poſſible Prat 
from all his Creatures, eternally. Since then tht 
zncomprehen/ibly great, and moſt terribly. gle 
rious Jehovah is the only Object of all Praiſz 
it muſt, it cannot but -provoke the Eyes of hy 
infinite Holineſs to ſee Men ſo frequently: and 
mightily engaged to praiſe themſelves, and one 
another. And that God actually does conſide 
It as a fon] Deed, and moſt groſs Affront offer 
ed ro him, and that it muſt provoke his mok 
furious and tremendous Vengeance againft ths ' 
Species of Idolatry, and moſt àbject ServilnM d 
Is plain, and indubitably certain from the & 
3 and moſt folemn Declaration of the Lol 
God himſelf. The divine Declaration * thus 

am 


} 


CE 
am the Jehovah, that is my Name: And 
y Glory will I not give to another, neithet my 
Praiſe to. graves Images. Iſa. xl. 8. It is true, 
ad 1 do frankly. and willingly concede that 
here is a Sort of Praiſe due to the Virtue and 
piety of the Creature; and that there are and 
ay be Seaſons in which it may be proper and 
xpedient to commend Men on the account of 
heir Merits, tho? even then we ought to be 
oderate in our Commendations, and take | 
pecial Care to proportion our Encomiums to i 
he. Degrees of Merit. And were. always to 4 
emember well, that the greateſt Perfection of 1 


| TY | 

l he Creature falls infinitely ſhort of, and bears 
o Proportion to the uncreated Perfection of 
' he Creator. Vet as we have already granted, 


o ſee Men, as it were, continually, and moſt 
nſipedly engaged in heaping extravagant Ebeo- 


ue to the Merits of Men, and may at proper 
10 imes, be given to the ſame. But is it not i 
ſe ntolerably painful, diſagreeable and odious to all , 
Mie Children of true Wildom, and real Piety, 0 

1 


| 
here is a certain Species of moderate -Praiſe | 
| 
| 


K wms on poor fe how Worms of the Earth, 

„ velling in Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is i 
he Duſt, and which are cruſhed (even) before 
rl Mb; and who are of themſelves, and in 


hemſelves, Nothing, yea, even leſs than Nothing, 
and lighter tha Vanity itſelf? Surely Scripture 
and Reaſon teach, that it is the moſt exceſſive ' 
Folly, and Madneſs, and therefore not only highig Fg 
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I. op, we 

unworthy ef a Chriſtian, | but even utterly in 
conſiſtent with the Character of a rational Being 
to be always a ſounding the Praiſes of thi 
Creature. Let more odious, inſipid, puer nei 
and ſcandalous is it for a Man to bes his om the 
Trumpeter. Hence the greateſt Sage in the w 
World ſaid; Let another Man Praiſe thee, ain 
and not thine own Mouth ; a Stranger, and His 
#bine own Lips. Trae then is the old Engi Ch 
Proverb : Self Praiſe is no RecommendationM T« 


And we muſt know that the Praiſe of Men, th Fo 


acquired by à Recommendation of one's ſelf, Li 


even tho? it be extorted by an explicit, ample, an 


moſt formal auricular Caafeſſion, is no wmfallibe th: 
Sign of a good Man. For tne morally good B. 
and internal Frame, Temper, Diſpoſition o 
Eſtate of the Soul; in other Words the mori be 
and real Rectitude of our Nature; or which vil 

ſtill the ſame thing in other Terms, the gloria yc 
Image of God inſtamped upon the Soul by th de 
irreſiſtable Power of divine Grace, which Ia be 
conſiſts in Knowledge, true Wiſdom, H oline th 


and Righteouſneſs, and which being an intern] ca 
principle, and Grace, is inviſible to dur Eye be 
chat is, we cannot diſcover, or ſee it in other T 
but is only manifeſt, naked, open, perfect be 
and certainly known, as all things are, to th b. 
Eyes of him with whom we have to df F 
Conſequently no Man can know whether we 1 d 
in a State of Grace with Certainty. So that Wl E 
geed nat be ſ extremely ſollicitous about the ANY + 
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;obation,'or the Diſapprobation; the Praiſe, or | 


1. 
WW iſpfaiſe ot Men. | . 
„For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly ; 


neither is that Circumciſion which is outward in 

che Fleſh : But he is a Jew which is one in- 
the ward!y ; and Circumciſion is that of the Heart, 
in che Spirit, and not in the Letter, whole Praiſe 

is not of Miu, but of God. Rom. ii. 28, 29. 

Churches are not to be built upon any human 

Teſtimony, but upon the divine Teſtimony only. 

For God only is infallibly true, but all Men are 
Liars. O do nothing then, I beſgech you, with 

an [nrention to be ſeen of Men, in order to win 

their Approbation of your Conduct and State. 

But do all ſolely to the Praiſc of God, and that 
you may gam bis divine Approbation which is 
Deer e., | 

| If God abſolves you, Men cannot condemn 
you. It God conde nns you, Men cannot 
deliver you. And 'tis worſe, - infinitely worſe to 
be condemned by the uncreated Creator alone, 
than by all Creatures. If God be for you, who 
can poſſihly be againſt you; contrary wiſe : If God 
be againſt you, who can poſſibly be for you? 
Therefore, take heed that ye do not your Alms 
before Men, to be ſeen of them: Otherwiſe ye 
have no Reward of your Father which is in 
Heaven. Therefore, when thou dalt thy Alms 
do not ſound a Trumpet before thee, as the 
Hypocrites do, in the Synagogues, and in the 
Streets, chat they may have glary of Nia. 
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2 Verily 
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Verily I ſay unto-you, they have their Reward, 
But when thou doft Aims, let not thy left Hand 
know what thy right Hand doeth : That thy 
Alus may be in fecrec and thy Father, which 
ſceth in ſccret, himſeit ſhall reward thee 
openly. And when thou prayeſt thou ſhall 
not be as the Hygocrites” are: For they love 
to pray ſtanding in the Synagogues, and in the 
Corners of the Streets, that they may be ſeen 
of Men. Verily I fay unto you they have their 
Reward. But thou when thou, prayeſt enter 
into thy Cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy 
Door, pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, and 
thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward 
thee openly. But when ye pray, uſe no vai 
| Repetitions, as the Heathen do: For they thin 
that they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking. 
Be not ye therefore like unto them : For your 
Father knoweth what Things ye have need of 
before ye aſk him. Moreover, when ye faſt, 
be not as the Hypocrites, of a ſad Countenance: 
For they dishgure their Faces, that they may 
appear unto Men to faſt. Verily J ſay unto 
you they have their Reward. But thou, when 
thou faſteſt, anoint thine Head, and waſh thy 
Face; that thou appear not unto Men to fal, 
but unto thy Father which is in ſecret : And 
thy Father, which feeth in ſecret, ſhall reward 
thee openly. See Matth. vi. 

And now let me exhort you all, © Bolieveri, 
to abhor that which is evil, and to __ to 
T * 2 .. te i, Ss c at 
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hat whichas ' good. Br not overcome of evil, but 
wercome evil with goed. Abſtain from the very 
Appearence of Evil. Yea! In a Word; Be ye 
perfect even as your Father, who is in Heaven, 
is perfect. And, in fo doing you, will greatly 
praiſe, the Great Jehovah. Let nothing then. 
Jeter you from the faithful Diſcharge of your 
Duty. Fear'no Evil. Fear nothing but God 
chovah. Jehovah is the only Object of rati- 
onal Fear. Jehovah is the only Object of rati- 
pnal Truſt. And, leanmg on your beloved, you 
i ay bid Deflence to all your Enemies, and to 
all Evil. If you endeavour to Praile the Lord 
n the moſt. perfect, very beſt, and moſt 
ecceptable Manner, you may itay yourſelves 
dn the abſolute omnipotence, and moſt divine 
allſufficiency of Jehovah with perfect Security 
for ever and ever. It 1s true, there 1s. indeed 
a mighty Hoſt of the moſt inveterate, ſworn 
Enemies of God's Glory, and your Salvation. 
Molt cruel Enemies, who all rage with ex- 
reme Fury, and are abſolutely bent upon your 
Deſtruction. Befides you are in yourſelves, or 
pf yourſelves, too weak to withſtand. them, 


. 
« 


Y tterly unable to conquer them. But in God 
| Four Strength. you have great reaſon, there- 
4 ore, to uſe the Language of Jehoſhaphat King 


di Judah, ſaying ; O ourGed, wilt thou not judge 
hem? For we have no Might againſt this great 
ompany that cometh againſt us: neither know 
ue what to de; but our Eyes are upon thee. ' 2 
Chron. 
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Chron. 20, 12. So F 44 although you bn 
nothing without Chriſt Jeſus ; yet by Chriſt in 
ternally ſtrengthening you, ye can do all Thingy 
Therefore fear not. Never fear. Set up yourBap 
ners in the Name of your God. Fight the gal 
Fight of Faith, lay hold on eternal Life; when: 
unto thou art alſo called. 1. Tim. vi. 12. O wat 
then a Good Warfare. Fight with a dauntlel 
Reſolution, and all poffible Vigour againſt the 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh, even all che Ls 
united Powers of Darkneſs. Above all pray a 
labour mightily to conquer your own Corrupt 
ons, and to give Law to your own Appetiteg an 
Paſſions. Self is the worſt Enemy. Our om 
internal Corruptions, and inordinate Defires, art 
inteftine Enemies. They are Enemies with 
our Walls. And therefore they are not only 
moſt eminently. dangerous; but alſo hard tobe 
conquered, and routed. Hence he is a fkilfuh 
mighty and moſt reſolute Soldier, that conquen 
himſelf or moderates his own unruly Paſſions 
Vea it is harder to reftram ones own head 
ftrong Paſſions within proper Bounds, than t 
force the ſtrongeſt Caſtle. Hence Solomo 
affirms, that he that is ſlow to anger is bette 
than the Mighty; and he that ruleth his Spin 
than he that taketh a City. Prov. xvi, 33 
Agreeable to this is the old Proverb : Fortid 
eſt, qui ſez quam qui fortiflima vincit Meœn 
Since then you have fo many Enemies, bol 
external and internal, potent, cruel, —_— 
n 
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5 ties een 45 E ers that 
vt may be able to ſtand again the Wiles "of tht 
Devil. For we ths not againſt Fleſh and Blood, 
but againſt Priftcipalities, againſt Powers, agai 
the Rulers af the Darkneſs of this World, againſt 
[ſpiritual wickedneſs in Places. Wherefore 
take unto you the- whole Armour of God, that 6 
may, be able to withſtand in the evil Day, and having: 
lone all, to ſtand. Stand therefore, having your 
Loins girt about with Truth, and baving on the 
Breaft-plate of Ri 7 hteouſmeſs 3 And your Feet. 
od with the Preparation of the G opel of Peace, 
Abrye all, taking the Shield of Faith, wherewitÞ 
Hall be able io quench all the, fiery Darts of 
the Wicked. And take the Helmet of Salvation 
end the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
if Cod. "Eph. 6 Chap. from the 11th. to the. 
17th. Verte incluſive, , And that you may not 
faint in your Souls, remember that. you fight _ 
for a moſt glorious C yon P Salvation; and 
hat God Almighty, the allſufficient. 
Jehovah himſelf, is your e, your Pro- 
ection, your inviolable Safeguard, and exceed- 
ng great Reward for ever. Fear not, ſays the 
Amighty, and allſufficient Jehovah to X ex- 
ted Father of the Believers ; Fear not, Aram: 
am thy - and thy exceeding great Reward. 
Jen. XV. 1. Let this; Promiſe. animate your, 
opes, * fire your Hearts with dauntleſs, a 
nvincible Courage. Adopt the reſolute, a 
a0 noble ae fte of Iſrael's illuſtrious | 
WW» Monarch, 
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Monarch, David, that * and moſt heros 

Champion of Jeſus Chriſt, be great Prince, and 
victorious Leader of the Hoſt ot the Lord, lay 
ing with an Air of Triumph: Thou wilt lig 
ey Candle: The Lord my God will enlighten m 
Darkneſs. For by thee I have run through | 
Troop ; and by my God have I leaped over a W al, 
As for God his Way is perfect; He is a Buckle, 
40 all thoſe that truſt in bim. Fer who is G 
ſave ihe Lord ? or who is a Rock ſave gur God 
Jt is God that girdeth me with Strength, an 

amaketh my Way -perfett, He maketh my Ft 
lite Hinds Feet, and ſetteth me upon my big b Mas 
He teach:th my Hands to Var, ſo that a Bowel n 
Steel is broken by mine Arm, thou baſt alſo given ¶ et 
the Shield of thy Salvation, thy right. Hand ball p 
holden me up, and thy Greatneſs hath made niſl V 
Great. Thou hoſt enlarged my Steps under n ye 


that my Feet did not flip. Plai., xvii. Hear al P, 
with what moſt Noble Magnanimity, with whit yc 
ſtuper-duous Fortitude, Calmneſs and Seren ve 
of Soul, the great, the matchleſs Chriſtian He E. 
Paul, does challenge, docs defy all Men, 4 gr 
Ar gels, all Dangers, al Evils, all Things, ſo 
one Word, all the whole Univerſe, ſaying, ſe) 
ther boaſting in a moſt triumphant Strain; WM ©. 
ſhal! ſeperate us trom the Love of Chi th. 
Shall Tribulation, er Diſtreſs, or Perſecuto at 
or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Swot the 
As it 1s written, For thy Sake are we kilk H. 


all che Day long; we are accounted as ” 


( ) 

for the Slaughter. N F in all theſe Things we | 
are more than Conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am perſwaded, that neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to 
come, Nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God which is in Chriſt Jelus our Lord. 
Rom. viii, And certainly, Believers, you haye 
the greateſt reaſan imaginable to war a good 
Warfare againſt a!l your Enemies. For you 
are all kept by the Power of God through Faith 
unto Salvation. , unſpeakable Comfort Stro 

Conſolation! Kept, by the Power (not of Men, 
not of Angels, not of all Creatures; but by the 
eternal, infinite, -omnipotent, allfofficient, di vine 
Po ver) of God to (eternal, compleat, and very 
Way perfect) Salvation. Fight on then, O all 
ye true Believers, Your Warfare is ſnort, your 
Peace is perpetual z your Battle i is momentary, 
your Victory will be eternal, God will ſoon, 
very loon humble all your Enemies, and all the 
Enemies of the Praiſe of the Glory of ' his own 
great Name, under your Fcet in the Duſt: For 
ſo runs the conſolatory Promiſe of Jehovah him- 
ſelt : The Sons alſo of them that afflicted thee 
ſhall come bending unta thee ;, and all they 
that deſpiſed thee ſhall bow 'themſelves ' down 
at the Soles of thy Feet; and they ſhall” call 
thee, the City of the Lord, the Zion of the 
Holy ane of Lirael. La. x. 14. And Paul gives, 

un- 


97 


c 
ps « the . gelt Aﬀiratite * The God e, Pa 
Hol brui le Satan under your Feet oy. R 

VL, 20. Moreover God will, ſoon give 7 
* the Victory over your worſt, your internal Fo 

I ſay God will very ſoon deliyer vou 2 a 
your inherent Pollution, and Moral D. 

alſo from all yout actual Sins, by "the enki 
urification, pe klect Sanctification, and ertinil 
gation 7 25 — Soul and Body. And they, 
en * Tridrbiph 3 will be com Secs fore ye 


9 d then, O, then (you will great 


; ly praiſe” the 
reat Jehovah, even unto all ty! What, 
*Ehen, tho? your Adverlities be. wire ; Gn 


Lord (your omnipotencly . Re eme) "wall A 
_ deliver you out of them all? It. is indeed trie ct! 
In the World ye Pall haus Tribulation : Bu Wl 
of good Char ; | (ſays the moſt bloody Bride T 
| roo; and infinitely amiable” Saviour of your ar 
5 ave overcome the World. John xvi 
99 9 Things work together for the 

| 25 to you. that all Thin ngs, proſperous and 
F Werte will be CanRlified uhto you. All Think 
muſt px omote God's Gloty, . and your 18 
neſs. S0 that you are greatly to rejoice, f 
c nly in al Proſperity ;. but alſo in the moſt vb. 
Tas Calamity, and in the very Pepths of Di 


treſa, yea! in all Adverfities. - In one Won, 
Jou muſt, it is your bounden Duty, your per 
1 wh realopable. Service, you muſt rejoic, 


Er 


and. reatly praiſe the Lo 
Gtextils, " Whot Soul 


Jour G God, — reatlieſs, Whole 
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4nd geneficenc are infinice, in al Things without 
Exception for ever and ever: For this is the 
vill of God ' concerning you. And furely ie 
would argue the blackeſt Ingratitude, and me; 
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oe! arg! K. | 

1 W4cceſtable Diſingenuity in you, not thus to re- 

Voice, chan and praiſe your great, your good, 
and infinitely, and inceffantly; and eternally good 


nl doing Lord, in a// Things, For all Things are for 
en; WM our Sakes, that the abundant Grace might; thro? 
che thankſgiving of many, redound to the Glory 
the of God. For which Cauſe we faint not: But 
though our ourward Man periſh, yet the inward 
Man is renewed Day by Day. For our light. 
ra Aflition, which is but for a Moment, work- 
eth for us a far mare exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. While we look not at the 
de- 
duc 
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Things which are ſeen, but at the Things Which 
are not ſeen,” For the Things which are ſeen dre 
temporal; but the Things which are not ſeen . 
are Eternal. 2. Cer iv. 15, 16, 17, 18. Hence 
Paul reckoned it to be, and laid it down as an 
infallibly certain Truth, (and we know it to be 
an incouraging, and moſt delightful one,) that 
the Sufferings of this preſent Time are not worthy. 
to be compared with the Glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed in (and to) us. Rom. viii. 18. 
Surely, Auditors, ' this Glory which ſhall be 
revealed to you, and very ſoon too, will be very 
great. And the greatneſs of this Eternal Glory, 
and ſupreme Beatitude you ought conſtantly 
fo keep i your” Bj Vile Je concave” ty 


iat & 


wann 1. 2 
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. 
chis Valley of Tears, and in this preſent State 

Probation, remembering well, that 10% „ 
ſoon be tranſlated to, and enter upon a State 
eternal Glorification. ; „ 
And now, my deareſt Friends, let me, I 
ſeech you, be permitted to entreat yen d 
to conſider for your own Conſolation, and # 
bove all to the End that you may greatly pra 
Jehovah. What an, infinitely grand, eternal, ax 
molt trancendently delyghttul Scene, à Stated 
future Glory, moſt efpecially; after the genen Tt 
Reſurrection, final Reſtitution and molt per 
fect Conſummation of all Things, will be ; & M 
how great will be the eternal Glory, Joy and 
Bleſſedneſs, which ſhall be revealed in and toll 


Saints? 28] | = M 
(.) For with Relation to the. Place of futur 8 
Bliſs, it is exceeding glorious. For the eternd 8 


Word of God exbibits the Place and H abitatio 
of eternal Felicity to the preſent Imbecility c ? 
the human Underſtanding under all the emble C 
matic Appellations of Magnificence and Delight 


Chriſt Jeſus calls it the Houſe of his Father, it : 
which he aſſures us there are many Manſions. c 
John xiv. 2. (Not enquiring, here, whether by | 
the Houſe of the Father, we muſt underſtand tht x 
whole grand Univerſe, and by the many Manfniſy * 
in it, all the numberleſs inhabited Syſtems, aol : 
Vortices, that conſtitute the ſame great Un 

verſe. Nor will we determine whether Ut ; 
Place of eternal Felicity will be in the Cr 


ter 
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er of the Univerſe, or whether the At ex · 
ended and moſt ſpacious Circumference of th 
great Univerſe, will be the Heaven of Hea- 
vens. ) Paul calls the place of Bliſs ; A Baild- 


a, jng of Cod, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal | f 
1 f n the Heavens. . It is moreover N 
ab denominated Paradiſe. The third Heaven 
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be higheſt ee The very Heaven 
Heavens itſelt! It is the moſt highly exalted 
T brone of the Lord God of Hoſts! Tea it is 
Nr the royal Palace of God, the infinitely grand 
Monarch, even the divinely Sovereign, and moſt 
awfully glorious Majeſty of the Univerſe. ie 
4 City which bath Foundations, bag Builder and 
Maker is God, Heb. xi. In fine, it is 
that moſt ſplendid, ape, even that great 
City, the holy Jeruſalem, having the Glory 
of God : And her Light was like unto a Stone 
moſt precious, even like a Jaſper-ſtone clear as 
Cryſtal; And had a Wall great and high, and had 
twelve Gates, and at the Gates twelve Angels, and 
Names written thereon, which are the names of 
the twelve Tribes of Iſrael. On the Eaſt, three + 
Gates; on the North, three Gates; on the South, 
three Gates; and on the Weſt, three Gates. And 
the Wall of the City had twelve Foundations, and 
in them the Names of the twelve Apoſtles of the 
Lamb. And he that talked with me (continues 
the holy Seer) had a golden Reed to meaſure the 
City, and the Gates thereof, and the Wall thereof. 
And the City licth four- ſpuate, aud the Letgth is 
as 
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a3 the Breath. 1429 de m aſuted i 
E the Reed, twelve thouſt ne = 
95 The Length, and the Breadth, and: the Heighty 
it, are equa). And he heafored the 'Wall thereaf 
an hundred and forty and four Cubits,. accord 
fo the meaſure of a Man, that is, of the Aug 
And the building of the Wall of it was of Jalptr; 
and the City was pure Gold, like unto clear Gf 
And the Foundations of the Wall of the City wet 
Ki with all . of precious Stone 
he - firſt Foundation was Jaſper z, the ſecond, 
Sap hire; the third, a Chalcedo ; the fourth * 
4 Inf merald ; the fifth, a Srqoryl; the Fey Te 
Sardius; the ſeventh, a Chryſolyre ; the ei heh 

t Beryl ; the ninth; a Topaz ; the tenth, a Gun 
praſus ; the eleventh, a Jacinth ; the eve M 
Pp Named. And the twelve Gates were twee N 

Pearls; every ſeveral Gate was one Pearl: 1 

the Street of the City Was pure Gold, as it ver ,, 


1 orgy Glaſs, And I ſaw ro Temp le there: 7 
For the Lord God Alinig þ dp Fan the 7 
Tank, are the Temple of it. Ara the City had A 
| no need of the Sun, neither of t Moon to ſhine 7 
in it: For the Glory of God did lighten it; ali , 


the Lamb is the Lig Ke thereof. And the Nation 
of them which are. faved, ſhall walk in the Light 
ef it: And the Kings of the Earth do bring 
their Glory and Honour into it. And the Gate 
of it ſhall not be ſhut at all by Day : For there 
ſhall be no Night there. And they ſhall bring 


| the Glory and Honour of the Nations in. i 
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And there ſhall 3 in no wiſe enter into it 
that de fileth, neither Whatſoe ver oit am Thing: 
mination, or maketh a Lie: but they which are 
witten in the Lamb's Book of Lic. Here he. 
have £ delightful Account, not oi ly of the h | 
state and Place of the Church in the latter Ba 
but alſo of the univerſal. Church, e 
triumphant in the Heavens. Ste Rev. . 
Chap. from the tenth to the laſt Verſe ircluſige;” 
and confult . the at left Expofitors upon the 
mt mor able Paſſage O, Auditors, Imagine : 
yourſelves, with what moſt: inc fable Ee 
th Toy all the Children of God wh be .tranſfortedg ©. 
1 when they are come up out of great I ribulatio | 
af to thole everlafting T aberracles, and + heav iy | 

Manſiohs of Glory and Bliſs. Surely" nb 
Hearts will exult, and they will all ſhout for . 
Fi in ſupportable, inaffable and moſt - Glortous,: w! 4 
%% Tahrrnacle ef Ged is with Men, and be ly 
1 dell with them, and they fhall be his People, ſu; 
a: Cod himſelf ſhall be with them, ana be th £ 

Ard Ged ſhall ww "Ee 

5 ipe «way all Tears frem their 

es; and there ſball be no mire Death, 
4 rcil ler 
» ner Crying, ntither fhall there be 4 

more Pain: For the former Things are pa 4 
away, Rev. xxi. 3. 4. Tea they Rel 
kerit all Things, and God bimtelt will be their 
_ and Father. and they will be his Sons — 
all Eernity. O how infinite will be their Brath 
1 aden how moſt divine will be their Tomas 
f en they will all 3 God, and his Ways; 


and 


What a moſt innumerous Multitude? What 
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and when they will ioveriatively'Land Wl 
higbly glorify and greatly praiſe the Nane d 
the Lord continua 3.785 
(2.) Lift up your Heads then, ye Saints. "fe 
of good Chear, ye Sons and Daughters f Ak 
fliction, though you muſt ſtruggle, and light 
even to an Agony in this preſent. Time and 
State of Probation. Carry your Proſpect to ch 
final Reſtitution, and moſt perfect Copſummatii 
of all Things. Look with great Trumph ove 
all the interjacent Vallies of deep Diſtreſs,” und 
over all the Mountains of huge Difficulty, 
Turn your Eyes, fix your Attention upon the 
general Aſſembly of all Men, and of all Angels, 


a moſt ' brilliant, grand Aﬀembly? ©: What 
moſt illuſtrious Society? What a moſt radient, 
flaming, glorious, beautiful, ſacred Hoſt ? Hap 
Py. thrice happy, moſt ſupremely, completeh 
eternally, perfectly happy in the full, undiſtub 
ed, everlaſting Fruition of all poſſible Good 
yea of all Good, created and uncreated'| Hai 
all Men; hail all Angels; hail-all ye periedt 
.glorified Hoſts of Light ! Shout with all pol 
ſible Exultation, and moſt divine Triumph ſa 
ever and ever! Chant moſt loudly the high 
poſſible Praiſes of the Eterral Jehovah, bet 
Greatneſs and Goodneſs are Infinite; und 
Heaven and Earth Reſound with the grand ini 
general Anthem ünto all Eterrity. O, din 
ith yhat upipeakable Rapcures of Glad 
| 6: . 1 Wh 
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then, and there in perfect Glory? How great 
will be the Joy 50 their mutual, everlaſting 
hearty Congratulations? How great will the 
Pleaſures of one anotherg Society de? . How 

eat u ill their Intimacy be ? How ſtrict their 
Friendſhip ? How moſt cordial, and fincere 
their mutual Love. And, in all Probabihey, 
their Acquaintance, Intimacy, Friendſhip, mu- 
tual Affection, or Love, and eonfequently, 
their Pleaſure reſulting therefrom, will increaſe, 
for ever. 

(3.) But let us, more partieularly confider the 
whole Multitude of glorified Men, whom Je- 
{ us Chriſt has cer re... to God with the infinitely 
dear Price of his own Blood, out of every 
Kingdom, and Tongue, and People and Na- 
tion. They will be perfectly delivered from all 
Sin, and from all Miſery! Their Menibers 
will then (in Glory) no 1 be Weapons and 
Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin; but 
Weapons and Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs un- 
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ledge and Love of God. The glorious Im- 
age of God will nat only be reſtored, but m 

highly finiſhed. they wil glority God both 
with th ir Bodies and Souls, which are God's 
moſt abſolute Property by Creation, Conſer- 
vation, and Perfect Redemption, and thus by 


its will receive the F avour and have 1 ſub⸗ 
| ime 
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to God, They will be replete with the Kndw-- 


N and moſt abſolute Right. The glorified 
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* Honour to ſtand before the God of ahead 
Earth, .clothed with the Garments. of Salvatog 
covered with the Robes of Ri ghceoulngſs,andth 
Ga b ot Praiſe tor the Spirit ot Heavineſs.. Thek 
Saints, I lay, having waſhed: their Robes, -and 
made them white in the Blood of the Land 
ea their very  Squls and Bodies being waſh 
in the Blood, and by the Spirit of Jeſus, and 

"made; like unto; Chriſt's, moſt glorious / Body 
they will one and all ſtand (pertectly 9 
1 perfectly pure) before the I the Lordyf 
"Hoſts They will one and all ſtand in the putti, 
fineſt Gold of Ophir upanthe Right Hand of the 
King ol, all Kings, even the infinitely . ga, 
—— and moſt terribly, glorious Maj . 
of the whole Univerſe. , They will all any 
upon the very Throne of GOD. and JESU) 
CHRIST hiqſeif, and reign and triumph 
with him forever. Vea, more till ; Chriſt.wil 
make them all Prophets, Prieſts, and Kings 1 
God and his Father. And therefore all ther 
Head's will be crawned with Diadems of in. 
mortal Honour. They (viz. The  Blorifiel 
Saints) will wear 8 the very pureſt Gol 
. Crowns of Holineſs, Crowns of Righteouſnel 
. Crowns of Honour, Crowns of Glory, Crowns 
great Exultation; Yea! In that Day ſpal i 
LORD. of Hoſts (himſelt) be for a Cams 

Glory, and for a Diadem of Beauty unto , 
refidue of his . People... © Iſa. .. xxiii. 5. I's 
. fuch moſt brightly gletering, e 
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:rjaus, and _—_Y Ptautiful Crowns Wille 
. preſſed on their Heads; and everlaſting, ever 
ing Joy will be upon their Heads. And theß 

will then all be dreſſed and adorned wich ſacer- 
. dotal Ornaments, and with new, fine,” Snowy, 
long, wide, lumptuous, and maſt ſplendid, regal, 


all undulating, all ruſtling, all gloriouſiy ſhin- 
ing on and about them. And being now all of 
them thus - ſumptuouſly dreſſed, thus gloriouſſy 
clad, thus highly dignified, they will conſtitute a 
. moſt illuſtrigus, maſt; ſupereminantly glorious, 
and an; eternally,”. eternally triumphant Hoſt of 
Kings, ſhining like ſa many Suns, Yea, - ſhining 
much brighter then the Sun himſelf in the hea- 
venly Kingdom of God for ever and ever. 
And this whole univerſal reyal Aſſembly will, 
wich the moſt ineffable and glorious Joy, eternally 
celebrate the moſt divine Marriage Feaſt of the 
Lamb. What vaſt ſumptuoſicy | What endleſs 
Regallity! What moſt incomparable Magnifi- 
, cence ! What moſt | ſupreme Illuſtriouſaeſs! 
What peerleſs Pomp]! What moſt divine 
- Dignicy, - Glory, Honour, Perfection, Joy, 
. Beatitudg] What a moſt celeſtial evdilaſting 
\ Jubilee ! Who: can forbear crying here; As the 
Hort panteth after the Water-brooks, ſo panteth 
my Sou! after thee, O God. My Soul thirſteth 
for God, for the living God: - when: ſha!l I come 
and appear before God. Pſal? xlit. 1, 2. 
This moſt amiable Society of Frag z this 
2 | glort- 


feitival Robes, yea heavenly wedding · Gar ments, 
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an $62; with the higheſt and very ſareteſt poſſible 
Extaſies of eternal Exultation, their inſigitely 
loving, infinitely lovely and maſt ſuperlatively 
beloved Saviour. Yea, Him they will all ever 
ſee with their on raviſhed Eyes, even as he is, 
who by his infinitely dolorous Paſſion, infinitely: . 
diſmal Agony, and omnipotently violent Death 
of the moſt ignominious, and curſed Croſs, or by 
his eternal Ri eſs, and abſolutely periec 
Attonement, delivered them, that they might 
rot deſcend into the diſmal Abyſs of eternal 
Perdition, and utter Deſtruction; but, on the 
contrary, that they might one and all of them, 
with Diadems of endleſs Glory on their Heads, 
and Palm - branches of everlaſting Triumph in 
their Hands, celebrate the moſt Joyful and ęter- 
nal Marriage - feaſt of the Lamb in the World of 
eternal and moſt perfect Glory. I ſay this moſt 
pertectiy glorified Hoſt of Kings, whoſe moſt 
refulgent Splendour out. ſhines the Stars, and 
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y the very Brightnels of the Firmament, will ſtand 
6. Wl eternally before the highly exalted Throne of 
ye Omnipotent and moſt ſupreme God Jehovah, 


and, together with all the Angels of Light, 
make Heaven and Earth, even the whole 
Univerſe Ring with their perpetual, inceſſant; 
eternal .and moſt high Hallelujahs, And I 
hebeld, and I heard the Voice ef many ' Angels 
round about the Throne, and the Beaſts, and the 
Elders : and the Number of them wuas ten thou- 
{and timss ten thouſand, and thouſands of 1 I 
Ding þ 


n 
Snying wih a loud Voice, Worthy is tbe Lamb that 
was Main, to receive Power, and Riches, and 
Wiſdem; and Strength, and Honour and Glory, 
and Bling. And every (or: all) Creature ubicb 
ig in Heaven, and on the, Earth, and under ib 
Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I, Saying, Bleſſing, aud Honour, 
and Glory, and Power be unto bim that fitteth up. 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and. 
ever. And the four. Beaſts ſaid, Amen. And tht 
four and twenty Elders fell down and wor ſhipped 
him that liveth for ever and ever. Rev. „. 
How moſt ſupremely happy will all Men and, 
all Angels be forever, ſince they will be forever 
free and delivered from all pofſible Evil; ad 
eternally - poſſeſs and.: enjoy all poſſible Good, 
And more than probably the Knowledge, Love, 
and Happineſs of all Men and Angels will in- 
creaſe even unto Eternity. This is evident from 
the very Reaſon, and Nature of Things: Fot 
the Nature, Capacity and Knowledge of al 
Creatures being neceſſarily bounded ; and the 
Objects of Contemplation and Science being inn. 
merable and boundleſs, it can never be poſſible 
for Creatures te take a comprehenſive Survey d 
them, that is of all Things, created and uncreated, 
actual. and poſſible. But Creatures muſt ſee; 
learn and experience one Thing after +another, 
in the infinite Scale of eternally riſing Perfection. 
The Saints will all proceed from a lower degree; 
of Strength, to a higher degree of. N 
ap : F On 
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tom a lower degree of Knowledge, Love, Betz 

tection, Glory, Honour, Beauty, and Felicity, 

co an higher, even unto all Eternity : Moſt ex- 

> Wauiſitly delightful Proſpe&t, moſt Supreme | 

# WBcatitude, growing greater, and more perfect for 

ever and ever. Chant all Creatures, chant a 

„oud the infinitely, the divinely excellent Great- 

„reis and moſt ſtupendous Benigpity of the 

4 MW uncreated Creator. Extol moſt highly, greatly 

b WH Praiſe Jehovah : For his greatneſs, and Good- 

4 W neſs are infinite. Prefegr, celiver, offer up your 

„ Wiclves, O all ye created Beings, for a living, 

id holy, grand, perfect and univerſal Oblation, 

er MW glowing, butning, flaming (continually with the 

1d moſt intenſe Love and higheſt Gratitude! Great 

0: WH Creation, moſt ſtupendous work of Omnipotence, 

e, in which all the ttemendous Glories of Jehovah 

n- WF are 1]luſtriouſly diſplaid; O, thou auvguft and 

m MW moſt magnificent Temple of Jehovah, let all 

or that is within thee make thee ring ard re ſound 

al WH with the higheſt Praiſes, and immortal. Celebra- 

he Wl tions of the Eternal ! Univerſe; paſt all our 

w- Imagination vaſt, be thou the grard Inſrument, 

ble even the robleſt and meſt glorious Organ of 

of MW God's univerſal Praife ! Awake, O Winds, thou 

ed, W Breath of Nature; ye Storms, ye moſt violent 

ee; Hurricanes, I beſeech you, I corjure you all to 

0, Wl #rovſe, to vnite, to exert your Powers to blow 

on Wl che grand Organ of Nature moſt highly tured; 

re WM Play, then, thou grand and moſt mighty Inſtru- 

bz ment ; ſcund in Tones louder than the moſt 
P lono- 
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ſonorous Peals of Thunder, the univerſal” Af 
them of eternal Happineſs. Let all the Not 

Fiſe ; let the moſt thunderous Voices be height 
ened; let the general and moſt exquiſitely q; 
lightful Harmony of the grand and: etefn 
Anthem evermore ſwell, as the inceſſant and 
unbounded Showers of divine Favours, for eve 
and ever, more and more enlarge, ſtrengthen; 
und endear the infinite Obligations of all the ghork 
fed Saints. Chiefly let the vox humane deſtis 
guiſh itſelf in this univerfal Anthem, and eternd 
ymn. Seeing that Man is the very Object d 
God's moſt diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs. In Ma 
moſt happy for Man, Heaven's Faw 00 
all, as it were, concenter. Bleſſed, foreve 
bleſſed ; praiſed, greatly praiſed, eternally Ls 
ed be Jchovah ; for theteis no End of his Great: 
WT. 5 4: va 
Halels--jah. Praiſe Jehovah from the Hu 
vens : Praiſe him in the Heights, Praiſe ye h 
all his Angels: Praiſe ye him, all bis Hol. 
Praiſe him Sun and Moon: Praiſe him, all 
Sters of Light. Praiſe him, ye Heaven of Heaven, 
and ye Waters that be above the Heavens. I 
them praiſe the Name of the Lord: _ Far | 
commanded, and they were created. He hath a} 
ſtabliſbed them for ever and ever: He bath mad 
4 Decree which fhall not paſs. Praiſe the Lin 
from the Earth, ye Dragons and all Deeps. Fil 
and Hail; Snow and Vapour ; ſtormy Wind fu 
filling his Word, Mountains and all Hills WH 
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ul Trees and all 245 : Zeaſts and all Cattle, 
reeping Things, and flying Foul: Kings of tbe 
Farth, and all People; Princes and all Judges of 
be Earth: Both young Men and Maidens ; old: 
n and Children. Let them praiſe the Name 
F the Lord: For bis Name alone is excellent; 
bis Glory is above the Earth and Heaven. He 
alſo exalteth the Horn of his People, the praiſe of 
ll bis Saints; even the Children of Iſrael, a People 
ar unto him. Praiſe ye the Lord. 4 
Praiſe God in his Sanctuary: Praiſe him in tbe 
irmament of his Power. Praiſe him for his 
ighty Ads: Praiſe bim according to bis excel 
ent Greatneſs. Praiſe him with the Sound of the 
(8 rumpet : Praiſe him with the Pſaltry and Harp. 
8 raiſe bim with the Timbrel and Dance: Praiſe 
im with ſtringed Inſtruments, and Organs. 
Praiſe him upon the loud Cymbals: ; Praiſe bim 
on the High ſounding Cymbals. Let every 
1 ; that bath; Breath praiſe the Lord. ' Halt- 
U--jab. | | 
And now let us conclude the whole with the 
ollowing Elogy. To God Jebovab, the infi- 
itely ſacred Trinity, who is not only eternal, but 
ternity itſelf, or in the very Abſtract; not only 
Umnipotent, but the very Tbunder of abſolute 
/mnipotence itſelt; not only Omnicient, but Om- 
icience itlelf z 1 ot only Holy, but Holineſs, yea 
e very Glory of infinite Santtitude itſelf ; not 
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not only infinitely, and eternally Loving, but 
abſolutely infinite and eternal Love itſelf ; not onl 
infinitely, and eternally Beneficent, but abſolutely; 
infinite, and eternal Beneficence itſelf ; not only 
infinitely, and eternally Faithful, but abſolutel 
infinite, and eternal Fidelity itſelt; not only Al. 
1 ſufficient; but abſolute Allſuſſicience it ſelf; not only 
_ abſolutely infinite, but every way perfect Infirit 
= . itſelf; not noly Perfe#, but abſolutely infinite 
| Perfection itſelf; not only greatly Excellent, but 
the abſolutely infinite, and moſt divinely glorious 
Greatneſs of Excellency itſelf ; I ſay ; to the myf 
divinely Great, to the moſt divinely Good, to the 
moſt divinely Beneficent God JEHOV AH bimſel, 
whoſe moſt glorious, and moſt dreadful Nan, 
is infinitely, and eternally exalted above all BH 
Ang, and above all Praiſe, and above all.Thing, 
(and whom to lee, and whem to know, and 
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-, Veracity itſelf ; not only Living, but Life ieſalf; 


7) whom to enjoy, is unutterable Felicity,) be 4 
we Wings! Amen | even ſo be it | Yea, Amen 
rr. ins 


EI. 
Advertiſement, 


3 the two following Pieces of Poetry exhibit the . , | 
A faite Excellency, Beauty and Goodneſs of the eter. , © _ 
nal God, in a very ſtriking and moſt raviſhiag Poin: of 
Light, the Author thinks the n highly worthy of a Place 
in kis firſt Production, with the general n. of - 


A "WT which they do exactly coincide. 
]Y 202990550029" 0292599997D | 
nite =; = 
but Pox TICAL COMMENT 

= On theſe Words of the 

mf 


el, | The Heawens declare the Glory ſoy God, and the Firs 


* mament ſheweth his Handy-Waork, _ 

b By the hate celebrated = 
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With all the bie, Etherial Sky, 

And ſpangled Heav'ns, a ſhining Frame, 
Their Great Original AN LO 

Nn 
Th unweary'd “an from Day to Day, 
Does his Creator's Po w'r diſplay, 
And publiſhez co ev'ry Land 
The H#orks of an — Hand. 
II 

Soon as the Ev'ning Shades prevail, 
The Moon takes wp the won'drous Tale; | 
And nightly to the liſt'ning Earth, 2 
Repeats the Story of her Birth. 1 | 8 


T* Spacions Firmament on high, 
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IV. | 
Wy hilft all the Stars that round ker burn, 
Aad all the Planets, in their Turn, 
Confirm the Tidings as they roll, 
And ſpread the Truth * Pole to Pole: 


What! tho' in foleran Silence all | 8 

Move round the dark, tereſtrial Bal! ! 

What ! tho' no real Voice nor Sound, 

Amid their radiant Orbs be found; | | 
= : T 

In Reaſon's Ear, they all rejoice, - 

And utter forth a glorious Veice, © - © © © 9 2 

Forever finging as they thize, 

« The Hand that made Us i is Divine.” 
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HYMN f PRAISE fl 
To the Great | 


AUTHOR F NATURE. 
By another Hand, jp 
"wy my Muſe ;---awake thy ſleeping Lyre, © 
1 And fan with tuneful Airs thy languid Fire, 
On daring Pinions rais'd, low Themes deſpiſe ; 
But firetch thy Winga in yon bright Azure Skies. 
Thee, beſt and greateſt, Jet my'grateful Lays, _ 
Parent of Univerſal Natare, praiſe! 
All things are full of Thee , where'er mine Eye 
Is turn'd, I fill thy preſent Godbead ſpy ! 
Each Herb the Footſteps of thy Wifdom bears: 
And ev'ry Blade, of Grafs thy Pow'r declares. 
As yon clear Lake the pendent Image ſhews, 
Ot ev'ry Flow'r that on its Border grows ; 
80, in the fair Creation's Claſi, we ind 
> A faint 
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x faint Reflection of th' Frernal Mind. ty 
Whate'er of Goodneſs, and of Excellence, 
In Nature's Various Scenes. accpit the Senſe, 
To Thee alone their whole Perfection owe,z _ 
From Thee, as from their proper Fountain, flow. 
Fair are the Stars that grace the ſable Night, 
And beauteous is the Dawn of roſy Light: 
Lovely the Proſpe& of each flow'ry Field, 
The limpid Streams, and ſhady Foreſts yield : 
To Thee compar'd, nor fair the Stars of. Night, 
Nor beanteous is the Dawn of roly Light ; 
Nor lovely is the Scene each flow'ry Field, 
The limpid Streams, and ſhady Foreſh yield. 
Incapable of Bounds, above all Height, 
Thou art inviſible to mortal Sight 
Thſelf thy Palace] and ſuſtain'd by Thee, 
All live and move in thy Inmmenſity: 
Thy Voice omnipotent did Infant Day, : 
Through the dark Relms of empty Space, diſplay # | 
This Glorious Arch of Heavenly Sappbire rear, 
And ſpread this Canopy of liquid. Air. 
At thy Command, the- Starry Heft, the dan, 
Ane Moon unerringly their Courſes run; 
Ceaſe!eſs they move, obſequious to fulfil 
The Taſk aflign'd by thy 2 Win. 
Thy Vital Pow'r diffag'd from Pole to Pole, 
Inſpires, and animatas this ample Whole. 
| If thou wert abſent, the material Maſs, 
Would without Motion lie in boundleſs Space; 
The Sar, arreſted in his ſpiral Way, ; 
No longer would diſpence alternate Day; 
A breatbleſs Calm would huſh the ſtormy Wind, 
And a new Froſt the flowing Rivers bind, 
Whate'er thro' falſe Philaſopły is thought 
To be by Chance, or Parent Nature, wreeght, 
From Thee alone proceeds :-- with timely Rain, 
Thou ſat'ſt the thirſty Field, and-ſpringing Grain. 
Infpir'd 5) Thee, the Nerthren Tempefts ſweep, 
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Ile. bendin it a The! wy 2 yy 4 
_  Inſplr'd by Ther the ſofter Southern Breeze 8 N 9 
 "Wafts fragrant Odours thro' the trembling Trees * bY 
Dy Ther conducted thre' the darkſome Caves, 1 
Ard Veins of hollow Earth, the briry Waves, il 
10 bubbling Springs, and fruitful Fountains riſe, = q 
_ ſpout their fweet'ned Streams againſt the Skies. 

Thee the Brutal Kird are taught to chuſe; 

Tack proper Good, and noxious Things refuſe; al 
Herce och cor firms his Actions to his Place, 
Knows to preſerve his Life, and propagate his R ae 
Hence the wiſe CorduQ of the painful Bee, - a 
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Wye future Want does conflantly foreſe, 1 
Centrives her waxen Cells, with curious Skill. 
Ard with rich Stores of gather d Honey fill. 
Hence the gay Birds, an ſport g owe Air, 95 1 
Soft Nefts to ledge their callow Young; prepare, 


Rear with unweary's T'oil the tender Brocd. _ 
Frem Harms protect, and furnifh 'em with Food. | 

But Mas, whom thy -pecular Grace ceſign'd 5 5 9 
The mage of thy own Eternal Mind? — 
Man, thy chief Favourite, Thox didfi inſpire, | 1 
With 8 bright Spark of thy Celeſtial Fire ; — 
Rich with a thinking Soul, with piercing Eye, » Wl 
He views the ſpacious Earth; ard diſlant R) 7 8 


Ard ſees the various Marks of Skill Divir e. 
That in each Part of Nature's Sylem ſhine, - - 
Him therefore it becomes in grateful Lays, = 
10 Sing the bounteous Maker's ſolemn Praiſe,” | "nn ; 
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